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City in Charles Dickens’ Great Expectations and Morteza Moshfeq Kazemi’s
Tehran-e Makhuf (The Dreadful Tehran): A Comparative Study
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Abstract

Setting and space in fiction have always been important in literary analyses. Indeed,
the concern with these concepts in literature goes back to the time of Aristotle who
has first systematically discussed the concept of “spectacle” and its essential role in
the formation of the proper tragedy in his Poetics. Since the end of the twentieth cen-
tury, studies on space have gained a new importance. Today, spatial studies frequently
acknowledge Charles Dickens as one of the greatest observers of the function of the
city in the novel. Great Expectations, one of his major novels, which depicts moder-
nity and social hardships of the time in the form of a love story is closely similar to
Morteza Moshfeq Kazemi’s Tehran-e- Makhuf (The Dreadful Tehran). The present
paper offers a comparative study of the creation of social spaces through an inter-
disciplinary lens. Drawing on Henri Lefebvre’s theory of space as an active agent in
forming and transforming the society, the concern with space and city and their func-
tion is further reflected in the section “City, Space, and Society,” followed in more
detail in the section “The City.” In sections “Society, and the Author’s Background”
and “The Portrayal of the Two Cities and Social Space,” city portrayals are studied
apropos of their relationship to the narrative, and social relations. Finally, the paper
proposes that urban spaces produced in these two novels are not passive containers,
but rather are products and producers, dominating and actively producing and trans-
forming the society.
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