
 

 

Critical Studies in Texts & Programs of Human Sciences, 

Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies (IHCS) 

Monthly Journal, Vol. 21, No. 8, Autumn 2021, 435-460 

Doi: 10.30465/CRTLS.2021.33874.2061 

A Critique on the Book 

“From Arabia to the Pacific: How Our Species Colonised Asia” 

Seyyed Milad Hashemi
*
 

Abstract 

Professor Robin Dennell is one of the most well-known Paleolithic archaeologists 

with a specialty on Asia. His recent book, published by Routledge Publication in 

2020, is a good example of borrowing ecological and biological concepts, and in 

particular, invasion biology in archaeology. The focus of this book is on the 

dispersal of Middle and Upper Paleolithic hominins and the dynamism of their range 

expansion/contraction in Asia. In the book, our species, modern human, is 

introduced as an invasive species from an ecological point of view; because such 

groups quickly settled across the whole ancient continent and in doing so, others, 

such as Neanderthals became extinct. This occurrence put an end to the biological 

diversity of the genus Homo forever. Due to its comprehensiveness, the use of the 

most up-to-date evidence and publications, as well as the interdisciplinary 

approaches, the book is a must-read for Paleolithic archaeologists interested in the 

mobility of human populations, landscape archaeology, the exodus of modern 

humans out of Africa, and the resultant colonization of Asia. 
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