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Abstract

Parvaneh Pourshariati’s study, “Decline and Fall of the Sasanian Empire. The
Sasanian-Parthian Confederacy and the Arab Conquest of Iran”, is a substantial
investigation that offers a novel perspective supported by a great number of details
and data from multiple disciplines. This book has received various receptions in the
scholarship. The paper is dedicated to the reexamination of three conceptual
constituents in the Pourshariati’s narrative: first, her master thesis concerning the
confederation nature of the Sassanid state. Second, the religious-cultural differences
among the Persians and the Parthians. Third, the chronology of the Futuh. Through a
critical-analytic approach, the authors argue that opposing Pourshariati’s master
thesis, there seem to be sequential periods of centralization and de-decentralization

in the Sassanid Empire. Furthermore, we discuss that, in spite of Pourshariati’s

« PhD in Ancient History of Iran, University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran, yasermalekzadeh@yahoo.com

« Assistant Professor in Archeology, Tarbiat Modares University, Tehran, Iran (Corresponding
Author), s.khorashadi@modares.ac.ir

Date received: 10/04/2021, Date of acceptance: 25/09/2021

Copyright © 2010, IHCS (Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies). This is an Open Access
article. This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License.
To view a copy of this license, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/ or send a letter to
Creative Commons, PO Box 1866, Mountain View, CA 94042, USA.



VEer OLT A 6yled N o Sl psle sloaoliy 5 G50 ool Dol 2053 YA

interesting idea about the religious differences between Parsig and Pahlaw, her

argument is not justified.

Keywords: Sassanids, Parvaneh Pourshariati, Confederational State, Contralization,
the idea of Iran-Shahr.
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