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Feminine Rationality in Ancient Persian Mythology

Maryam Saneapour

Abstract

Ancient myths represent historical heritage of cultures. Through studying ancient Persian
mythology, as a kind of collective Iranian unconscious, social aspects of feminine
rationality has been sought in this paper; so they can participate in management of social
affairs. For this reason, after explaining and analysis of Persian rationality, related
goddesses and creation myths to feminine rationality have been studied, and Iranian
rational feminine capabilities for establishing an ethic-oriented civilization have been
gathered. Rereading myths showed that Persian rationality and wisdom of Ahura Mazda is
the same which essentially based Good thoughts, good words, and good deeds that, unlike
modern instrumental rationality, could not be seeing without ethic of kindness and altruism.
In this discourse, women would be admired by their maternal abilities, and, dissimilar from
their counterpart Greek myths, they are not symbols of instincts; therefore, they do not in
contradiction to masculine civilization-making rationality. Women introduce as mothers’ of
society and the origins of Ahura Mazdian reasoning in the social life. Thus, elimination of

women from making civilization is to cutting the roots of altruistic rationality.
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