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Abstract

This study, inspired by Peacock and Wiseman’s theory, attributes government size to political
factors. The current study aims to analyze the effect of election cycles (election year, government
ideology, Coalition and minority government) on government of size in selected developed and
developing countries over the period (2002-2018). Statistical society includes twelve developing
countries as a sample group and twelve developed countries as a control group. The research model
has been estimated by using panel data and the generalized method of moments (GMM).The results
showed that the election year and Coalition has had a positive and significant in both groups of
selected countries on government of size. The minority government has had a negative and
significant in both groups of selected countries on government of size. However, the effect of
government's ideology index on government of size index in developed countries has had a positive
and significant, while it was insignificant in developing countries. Furtheremore,, controlled
variables, economic growth, openness of the economy, degree of urbanization and the index of
misery on government of size were positive and significant. The effect of natural resource abundance
on the size of government has been positive and significant in developing countries, while it was
insignificant in developed countries.
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