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Table (3) the criteria, sub-criteria, and their mean in the rural districts

el b lrs 525 b Lo
Mean Sub-criteria Criteria
0.57 (S11) &l oo ol S 5 s (C1) golazil
Per capita irrigated cropland (S11) Economic (C1)
24.43 (S12) S Voo o sl Buas Ao § Gaoe (slmol> Sl
Number of deep and semi-deep wells per 1000 hectares (S12)
0.40 (S13) eléls JSas (55,588 3o (bl o
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4.82 (S14) (UL oyoekee ) +) JlSe G sl @ o)5,5Le8 o Lawgie
Average income of farmers per hectare (10 million Rials)
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Percentage of access to ICT services (S54)
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Table (4) criteria and sub-criteria weights

ol sl lxs

C5 C4 C3 C2 C1 T
The main criteria
0.15 0.10 0.19 0.16 0.40 059
Weight
Cl=0.05 CR=0.04
s14 s13 s12 s11 3batlslons 15
The economic sub-criteria
0.43 0.07 030 021 ©59
Weight
Cl=0.08 CR=0.09
s25 24 s23 S22 s21 e ol s
The demographic sub-criteria
0.33 0.36 0.08 011 0.12 ©59
Weight

C1=0.02 CR=0.02

sy Beme jlxe

S33 S32 S31 ] -
The environmental sub-criteria
0.56 0.08 0.37 ©59
Weight
Cl=0.03 CR=0.05
543 ) s41 S5 5 B39l Jlme
The educational and cultural sub-criteria
0.47 0.14 0.39 059
Weight
Cl=0.03 CR=0.05
S54 S53 S52 s51 Sl e 5
The communication sub-criteria
0.37 0.07 0.47 0.08 039

Weight
C1=0.06 CR=0.07
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Figure (5) Normalized weight of sub-criteria
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Table (5) leaving flow, entering flow, net flow, performance score and rank of
rural districts

oMM@lJU 0 yod o 99,9 ul-g)-’> T L)l")> U"JL" QL’)" s
) ) . o
Performance Rank Entermg_ flow Leavmg flow Net fl_ow Rural district
aggregated score Phi- Phi+ Phi

100 1 0.11 0.33 0.22 OR
99.90 2 0.12 0.34 0.22 MA
77.02 3 0.12 0.22 0.09 ZE
74.69 4 0.13 0.21 0.08 Pl
74.20 5 0.22 0.30 0.08 TA
71.19 6 0.14 0.20 0.05 FA
66.46 7 0.17 0.20 0.02 RI
61.40 8 0.19 0.17 -0.01 DA
61.11 9 0.20 0.18 -0.02 ES
48.91 10 0.21 0.07 -0.13 TJ
46.70 11 0.26 0.11 -0.15 BE
40.43 12 0.28 0.06 -0.22 ESH
39.76 13 0.33 0.10 -0.23 GH

Source: Research Findings Gudos glaazsl, aie
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Figure (6) the spatial distribution of the adaptation to groundwater protection
policies index
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The adaptation of the same water resources management policies in a plain
or watershed due to the heterogeneity of its areas generally leads to a
reduction in the effectiveness of policies. Hence, the evaluation of the
adaptability of different areas of the study area with water resources
protection policies can be important and necessary. As a whole, our literature
review generally shows that there seem to be no empirical studies that have
attempted to consider the economic, demographic, environmental,
communication, educational, and cultural criteria in evaluating the
adaptability of rural districts of plains or watersheds to groundwater
protection policies in the national and international levels. Due to this
importance, the aim of the current study is to evaluate the adaptability of rural
districts of Neyshabour plain to groundwater protection policies by
considering the mentioned criteria. The results of the current study provide
valuable information to adopt more comprehensive polices for the protection
of groundwater resources in the Neyshabour plain. Furthermore, the findings
of this research can be used to simulate economic, social, and environmental
models for the case study.

Materials and Methode

The research methodology of this study consists of three main parts. In the
first part, economic, demographic, environmental, educational, and cultural,
as well as communication criteria and sub-criteria are selected based on the
opinions of experts and the results of previous studies. In the second step, the
weights of the criteria and sub-criteria are determined using Chang's fuzzy
AHP method. In the next step, the status of each of the rural districts in the
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Neyshabour plain based on the studied index is determined using a multi-
criteria decision-making method (PROMETHEE). The data required for this
study are collected from the Statistics Center of Iran, Khorasan Razavi
Regional Water Authority, the Khorasan Razavi Agriculture — Jihad
organization. In addition, the required data on the average income of farmers
in each rural district are collected through face-to-face interviews with
farmers in 2017.

Results and discussion

The results of this study indicate that most of rural districts in the case study
are deprived of access to the educational and cultural as well as
communication facilities. Moreover, the level of literacy of farmers in this
area is very low. All these factors can be considered an obstacle to the proper
implementation of water resources management policies in this area. The
results show that economic and environmenral ctritera with weights of 40 and
19%, respectively, are of higher importance compared to other criteria in the
adaptability index. According to the results of this study, three the rural
districts of Ardoghsh, Mazol, and Zeberkhan have a higher adaptability to
groundwater protection policies than other the rural districts of plain, and the
rural districts of Ghazali, Eshghabad, and Belherat are in the final ranks.

Suggestion

In order to increase the cooperation of farmers in the southern and western
rural districts of the plain with groundwater conservation programs, it is
suggested to use appropriate training and incentive policies as
complementary policies in these areas. Also, the implementation of
supportive policies that lead to an increase in farmers' incomes in region, can
play an important role in increasing the cooperation of farmers with water
resources management policies.
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