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Abstract

Modernism is a mental and intellectual approach by modern human; a mind that became a
new change facing life crisis and manifested the various aspects of life using art medium.
Modern period started a fundamental change; therefore, the artist converted the art meaning
by its stream of consciousness. The author, poet and painter of the modern period embodied
the self-concept of surrounding issues using an innovative thought. Achieving differences
made the dynamic mind of the modern artist to research in order to create a world free of any
representation after its subjective powers. On the other hand, art pundits appeared with new
attitudes and express their iconoclastic opinions on representation avoidance concepts in
modern art. Gilles Deleuze and Nelson Goodman are 20t century philosophers, who cohered
a special paradigm on this period by presenting useful concept. The writer believes that
recognition and perception of modern artistic works get a new concept considering opinions
of these two great theoretician. Modern literary and visual works, abandoning the former
representation tradition, changed to a form of anti-representational and modeling based on
the concepts submitted by the mentioned philosophers provided a range of new thoughts.
Focusing on painting and literature as two artistic eras, this research tries to renovate a
different aspect of representation, by connecting them together. What is to be questioned is,
on what concepts was the representation concept in the worldview of artists and theoretician
in the modern period based and how it was affected?

Keywords: Modern Art, Representation Avoidance, Gilles Deleuze, Nelson
Goodman, Painting, Literature

Received date: 2021.2.22

Accepted date: 2021.5.25

DOI: 10.22034/jpiut.2021.44686.2764

Journal ISSN (print): 2251-7960 ISSN (online): 2423-4419
Journal Homepage: www.philosophy.tabrizu.ac.ir



http://www.philosophy.tabrizu.ac.ir/
mailto:s.moshee@yahoo.com
mailto:leyli.mont@yahoo.fr

Comparative Research of Gilles Deleuze and Nelson Goodman ...
Philosophical Investigations Vol. 15/ Issue: 35/ Summer 2021/ PP. 358-378 @

Modernism is an intellectual outlook for modern man to keep pace with an
everchanging world. His state of mind has been modified when confronted with life
crisis and thus has been manifested through the art work. In such a situation, it was
the artist who introduced new and comprehensive concepts to the society by
presenting new artistic manifestations.

Discovering the essence of the truths of the world was only perceptible from the
point of view the artists and the world has found a new form. In fact, the secret of
modern art was of such a wonderful experience that it went beyond the sensory world.

The modern age was at the beginning of a fundamental change and the artist also
changed the meaning of art by relying on a stream of his consciousness. The modern
writer, poet, and painter represent the idea of the problems that arise around them,
but in their own different ways. In other words, it was because of these differences
that the artist's dynamic mind tries to create a world free of any representation. So the
artists, with their emotions and imagination, form an emotional and imaginative
world. The image and the text have been two key elements of the artists' perceptions
of the real world. Thus, in literary and visual works of the modern era, we are faced
with a new combination. What distinguishes modern art is the artists' new perceptions
of the reality of the world around them.

Basically, the nature of art was based on ancient Greek ideas. For the Greeks, art
also had a fictitious and imitative nature, which was expressed in the form of poetry
or painting. But later wide range of aesthetic philosophers such as Anne Sheppard
today, for instance, have explored the arts from a new perspective.

In general, according to her ideas, the power of imagination in the creation of
works of art produces mental images, and it is proved that mere copying of the reality
has no value today.

Next, art theorists came up with new approaches and put forward their
deconstructive ideas about the notion of 'escape from representation'. Basically, the
aim of structuralists' and post-structuralists' analysis of artistic phenomena is to make
sense of events that can be interpreted in a structural system without any historical
framework. On the other hand, the post-structuralist approaches led to new
discourses. Gilles Deleuze and Nelson Goodman are among the twentieth-century
theorists who elaborated a particular paradigm by proposing innovative concepts.

Deleuze's ideas in literature, cinema, painting, etc., led to important and structural
changes in modern art. Influenced by Freud, Nietzsche and Marx, he showed that
thinking is essential to create new styles, and furthermore he refused to repeat the
histories or philosophies of the previous eras. Deleuze opened a new path in
philosophy by rejecting predetermined patterns and introducing a variety of
approaches. The truth for him is no longer fixed but fluid and multiple. Hence, he
was able to disrupt the whole hierarchy of representation. Modernist works, therefore,
were confronted with a non-hierarchical space, in which the components were
embodied by being interconnected.
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Along these lines, Goodman's philosophy can also be studied in the fields of logic,
epistemology, aesthetics, language and science philosophy, as well as semiotics.
Goodman was a thinker who supported the notion that cognitive abilities create an
unrealistic language for interpreting the world. For Goodman, the existence of infinite
worlds produces symbolic systems. Thus, modern man builds an unconventional
world by breaking the old boundaries and limitations.

We believe that the knowledge and understanding of modern art open up a new
path through these two theories. Modern visual and literary works have shifted from
the old representational tradition to the anti-representational movement and have
provided a platform for more new theories. This paper focuses on painting and
literature in order to give an evidence of the emergence of a new artistic language by
welding these two fields. The main issue is the concept of representation and the way
it is identified in modern art theories.
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