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Abstract

The relationship between the free will and the philosophical rule of "causal determinism" is
one of the issues that have been the subject of controversy among Islamic thinkers,
theologians, and philosophers. Well-known Islamic scholars do not consider causal
determinism in conflict with this rational and necessary law, but some theologians, including
Al-Ghazali have considered it contrary to the free will. Therefore, the focus of this research
is to study and research the works of the prominent thinker of the Islamic world and the great
Ash'arite (/af5'ri:/; Arabic: & 2l al-’A§‘ariyah or 5,eWUT al-’Aga‘irah) theologian (Al-
Ghazali) to study and evaluate his theological thought about the relation of the free will and
causal determinism. In this article, after explaining the concepts of the free will, causal
determinism and will, the basic motives for denying causality in Ghazali's intellectual system
have been examined. In general, it turns out that Ash'arite thought has overshadowed all of
Al-Ghazali's theoties and has led to his various orientations in all matters, including the free
will. According to Al-Ghazali, believing in the rule of causal necessity requires the limitation
of divine power and the deprivation of human free will and the free agent and the compulsion
of God in his actions. Therefore, in answer to the main question of the research, that is, from
the point of view of Al-Ghazali, is it possible to combine the belief in the causal determinism
and the free will the free agent or not? It can be said that in Al-Ghazali's thought, human free
will cannot be combined with causal necessity or determinsm.
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The issue of causal necessity or determinism and its relationship with human actions
and its relationship with the will and power of God is one of the most important
human intellectual issues that has long been the focus of debate in the history of
Islamic thought. Has the divine will overshadowed all human actions? Or does man
determine his own destiny by his own free will? It has always been popular among

theologians and philosophers. The law of cause and effect is that every effect and

phenomenon needs a cause. That is, whenever something happens outside, it needs a
cause. By reflecting on the principle of causality and the law of causal necessity, it can
be seen that one of the rules and sub-rules of the law of causality and effect is that
cause always necessitates its effect.

Al-Ghazali (c.1056—-1111) and his system of thought and works and writings are
closely related to different stages of his life. .A/-Ghazdili era was the peak of ideological,
social and political conflicts in the Islamic world. Philosophy and Rational Sciences)
has always been considered as the flagship of the struggle against Peripatetic
philosophy. His encounter with philosophers and the writing of the famous book
Tabhafa al-Falasfa showed him as opposed to reason and philosophy. What is certain is
that the Ash'arite thought casts a shadow over all of A/-Ghazill's thoughts, and this
has led to his various orientations in all matters, including free will.

Al-Ghazali has denied causal necessity and has seen the belief in causal necessity in
conflict with the free will. He considers the law of causality to be contrary to the
monotheism of actions and denies it. By denying the causal necessity, he seeks to
prove the total divine activity in all actions. He rejects the causal necessity in order to
open the way to the limitation of divine power and to make the possibility of a miracle
reasonable. A/-Ghazali, by substituting habit for causality and necessity of causality,
denies the necessity and discipline in the world in order to interpret the phenomena
of the universe under its banner. A/-Ghazali believes that if one believes in the rule of
causal necessity, the free will of the autonomous subject is taken away and causes him
to become the subject. In his view, it is through this the free will that man must accept
the consequences of the responsibilities associated with his action. Authority is the
basis and soul of human action.

Al-Ghazalt, since he cannot deny the free will in man at all, has taken the middle
way in his opinion and has wanted to combine human authority with the divine will
according to his theoretical foundations. In this way, in his view, he is a
comprehensive human being between determinism and free will. Its sovereignty
means that it is the place of the will of the Almighty, and its compulsion means that
it is the main source of God's actions, which manifest their will in the form of human
actions. His main goal in this regard was to turn people to God and to make them
understand that the only truth is in the existence of God. In general, A/-Ghazili wants
to open the door to God's miraculous intervention in the normal course of nature by
denying causality.
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According to the present study, it seems that al-Ghazali's view on the denial of the
causal necessity is not without its flaws, because the law of causality is a rational and

necessary law, and its denial is equal to the acceptance of chance. The consequence of
ry law, q p q

denying that law is that there is no necessity between cause and effect, in which case

any phenomenon of any cause needs to arise
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