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Abstract 

The verse 104 of Surah Al-Imran is one of the most challenging social verses of the Qur'an 

that commentators and jurists have always disagreed in its interpretation. In general, their 

interpretations can be placed two general categories of seemingly incompatible: 1) 

Exclusive obligation of "commanding the good" on a group in society; 2) Public obligation 

on members of society. 

Quranic scholars have always said that the reason for these two conflicting views is the 

ambiguous ability of the preposition (min)" ����" in this verse; But for the first time this 

research shows that the reason of these two views is the structural ambiguity of this verse. 

Examining the subject of this verse - commanding the good and forbidding the evil - which 

is a hierarchical task, it is shown that this verse has the ability of two longitudinal readings - 

not two inconsistent interpretations of each other - based on the construction of old/new 

information. Eventually, the perception of public obligation is coordinated with the context 

and co-text of the revelation of the verse, and the perception of exclusive obligation can 

also be a systematic understanding based on a reading beyond the context of the verse. 

Keywords: Structural Ambiguity; Longitudinal Ambiguity; Commanding the good; Tajrid; 

Information Structure.  
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"# ����4 �+ ��MS "�;+ �"��     ,�M# X�'�� �,M&� � F�����S ��� t���- :����    �:��<G�)
1407{ :1 �396 =   ����Q�+�1420{ :3 �289(�+ .  "���E  ����  �6�-���+  :��M>�  "���  ����  "�*�4 

�� ��-» :,��+ ����4 ��MS � ��-)"* "�� ��-(� 
�%� �,MM# "+ ��0 � ����� �,M��  "�+  ����* 
� �,*����+ � �&- ,M-�+« .��� !� :��� + ���BS ���# ,*� "# »���« �� ���  "��� » "��\�>mS« 

67�  ):R* ���B' 1405{ :2 �351 =  �:����� �+  { :��S2 �488 =   ��Y���7 1416{ :1 �66 = 
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 ��� ��*�-�# 1373{ :1 �366 =  ��$ �:,�<� 1990{ :3 �190 �  .(...���$  �����DE �  ������� 
:��� (�* � ��� �"�� ?�'� :��BC*� ��� "+ .��>� � ��* �  ���M� ��  6�-���+  ����#  ,�*� 

  ):��+ "*��* R* :����(x �+  ��S{ :2 �307 =   ��+�  �z����S 1418: 9 =  p�U��  ���,��� 1373{ :1 �
416 =  1404{ :1 �591 = a,����� �����;�+��� ����+ :����S 321= �:����_&M� 1385: 279=  p���U�� 

:,Q�� ��*���M� 1430: 27= �:��0 1434 :50= �!�7 ��*��,*�� 1415: 52= � .(...                        

  
4 . <�0	
 <��*�»!=
« ����> ��� ��  

./&0� "# ,�� 67� "+ pm$ �G+ �  .�Q :�M>� ��� �� "M���� :��»���«   �� "��� 6��N� �
    ��-�� "����� �� �"��� ��� �+ .67� �,- "�� � H��>&� 6-���+ �� X'�� � "&0�7 ��m�

 ,���0 .�Q ,-»��� «   R�� ���MS ������� � ��� !� � :��� + ��4,�� ./0�+ �"�� ��� ��
 "* ��� �� � ���� �M>�»"�*��+ « "* �»"�\�>mS« :�M>� "�;+ �»"���,&+�)«.67� ("|��<�*  

  
1.4  G����»JK� «CB>B
,L &�MN�� &<  

 "�� ��&0�7 �& *�� "�,��[S "��E �+ ��*�)�� ?�'� 6-���+ "# 6-j4»�#   %����� & '()� * '�+�
�$�� ��� ��������)«.� :���0�104 ( :�M>� "# ��# "'�S ,��+ =67�» ���� «   �,���[S ��&0��7 ��

»"���,&+�)« "* �67� ("|��<*»"�*��+«  :��M>� ��MS � 67� "���m� �,��[S � H�x ��� =» "����,&+� «
�� �� "���m� �,��[S �� "# 67� �[S ";�' �"*��* :��+ .,*�7�� "�,»    ��,�7~ �,��� ���� �6��~� «

�)      �� �� ,�� ��,�M��4 "�# 6�7� ,M���� ��� "��E �+ (O,�� �� :��- �,�     "�+ F�B&� ���M	
�� �%�� "# �,�� 6%�[- Fo�  �,� ,M#»~,m� «�� �~,m� ��� � � 67� :��- ���,�E  ����S 

 :�M>� ��7�M-,M���� ��� "��E �+ .��# T�(&*� �� ,7~ .�o��»��� « ��7 ��   ���MS �,���[S ��&0
»"���,&+�« �� ("|��<*)   :��M>� �4� � ���-» ���� «  ��&0��7 �� ��     ���	 ���*�,�+ "��*��+ �,���[S
»���«  �� O��+� ��� :��+ ��MS "�*��+  �)*�<* � ,��»~,m� « �»�<M� «   �6� �* (,�7~)T�(&M� ���,�E

    ���* 6�7� "�+ 6!�o "+ .�BS� Z8��# :�%�� � "���m� ���&0�7 ��� � �)��    � ��0�+ .,���
���# ���BS �7�M-,M���� ���� "��E �+ (�* 6x/+ �*�� ����C�     6�7� �� ���C�o "�# ,*�

 "#»��� « �,��[S ���- ��»"���,&+� «67�  ��S�����7)1404: 553 =    ���+��� ?��>� �+�1424 :
{2 �538 =   ����'2019 :154 =   ��'�!01997{ :2 �105( ��� � ���� !� � ��# ��,>S .  ����

���� ��,<� bC+ pC� "�� ���+�� (�*        :��M>� ,���+ ��*��)�� ?��'� 6�-���+ :���+ "# ,*�
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»����� « ��»"�����,&+�)«   "��* �6�� *�� ("����<*»"���*��+)«  ������mY�mY :,��M*��1352{ :3 �373 =
:��*  ��*�,��1434 :19.(        

 

2.4  G����»JK� «C5O5�8L &�MN�� &<  

 ��4,�� ����,��Y "# 6-j4 �&<�E �:��BC*� ?�'�»��� «  
���m% �� ��»  ����� 
���� ������ ��
$+,�� /�� ��������« :�M>� "+ �»"�\�>mS «"&��4      ���# "�'�S ,���+ ���� =,*�» "��\�>mS «  �&�-�)*�

 .�Q ��0 :�M>�»���«)����m�� .6 �* q�$� ���4,�� �286  "�;�' �� :�M>� 
��!S ���+�� (]
»0��1 �2(� �345� « �»� ��� �345�0��1 #2( «��    z�;�' ,���4»   0���1 �2(�� �34�5�«   �� ��M>� ���� �

��  "# ,*�7�»z�� « ";�' ��� ��&��4 �� ,� 
��n»0��1 #2(� ��� �345�«    6�7�M>� ���� "�+ �
 ����MS "��#»���<G+ «)O����# 6������� �� ,��� 
����n �1420{ :4 �412 k����# "����E ���+ .(

�I�� ���&+ �4� �����DE�C*  ,M*�� :�»�>+ «' "+ �� :�»���« LI�� �� �»��- « � ��E ��» ���� «
  :��M>� �";�' � �6-�j4» "��\�>mS «  ��� �,�����  *)���-   �O��<� ��+� :R1410{ :1 �319 =

���+�   �X��'�Q1425{ :2 �136��*,��� = 1431: 316 = ���U� ��,���� �:��+��&��7� 1384{ :4 �
265(.�I ����+�M+ . )60�7Deep Structure ";�' (»  �,�� Z8��� ��� �
j0~«�   ���� ,���+   "�*�4

 :,-�+»0��1 #2(� �6'�) �345� « "#»�>+ «     P��' .��Q � "�&��� ����# ";�' ��� �» ���� «  ��+
.�I �� 67� �,*�� �$�+ ���U� X�#�S � �.�\� .jQ   ���� ��� 60��7     :,�-�+ ,���+ "�*�4

»,� 8�� ��� ��d�-/��\>+ �
j0~ «)60�7�� �� "#Surface Structure �(» ���-/�>+ «  ����#
&���.67� "  

��S�# � �*�+ ��B&$� :��+ �.�Q/�7�/p>� Z���# ,M����     O���E 8���&*� �� ��G�7 �4,-
�� �� ��� +  �,�%),��1989 :163 -166)�PM' �+� .(392 ?�+ �� (]»   ��+)$'�� ��(7�8�� /�9 «

)67� "&0���E �+�% �C* �� .jQ ,M���� T��*� "+1429{ :]2 �140    "��� �� "�*��* :���+ .(
»#1	��� :;�</	�  !����	'�= �$���>�� ���� )« :p�*19.�\� �(   "����»: «.�I �   60��7» ...��|+� «  ����#

 "�� �� �� 67� "&���»�� #?�"	@ ����$�A���)« :F7��82 .�\� �(»p�~ «.�I �  �60�7»��   �?� � #?�"	@
��$A�� «      �&�� � �� (���-/�>+):,Q�� ��;�&�� (��* "��\�>mS ��&0�7 �� .67� �,- .jQ

���# ��   ����# ,�Q�� ��� ���4I�� �M�<M�� ��C� "+ "'�S �+ XY�G� ��� =,��   �� "�&���
����  ��� XY�G� 8��� :��+ .,+��    z�;�' �� ,����»   Z��[!�� ����� �O��o)«   ��� ���[� ���� �

 ��� �67� "&���* ���# ��&� � :,Q�� �(6��4»�[!�� «��   ~,�m� ,*��S» O��o «   ���� =,�-�+
 z;�' � XY�G�» ��� B(C D(��� �� « �����   ,�+��» a��M�� « ���*    ~,�m� ,�*��S» O��o «  ��_* ��
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"&��4   ,M*�� :,Q�� ,��+ � ��-»�>+ «  "�&��� ����# �&� �  .�I �   ���� �� 60��7   "�*�4
 :,-�+»#D(�� ���� E6'�) �B(C.«  

   :��M>� "�# �S/�' �� ��# "'�S ,��+ �� ��� �» "��\�>mS «   ��� �,����� ���*� �   ����-
»"�\�>mS « .�Q ��0 �&-�)*�»��� «   �"&�<4 ����<� ��� !� � ��m��� � :��� + :�7 � "#

 "�;+ =67� �C�� S :��m>S»��� «    ���0 �;�o� :��M>� �� -  ("���<*)"���,&+� :��M>� -  6�7� 
:R*)   ��Y��71431{ :2 �302 .(�P�m�)285  ��� ����BS (]   ,�M#» ���� « ���(�4 ��    "�# �����

 :�M>� XY�G�»"�\�>mS «+ ��*� � ���� 6-���   :��M>� ���� �+ �,M#» "����,&+� « )6�7�1420 :
{1 �86 .(��>� �+�)643 �*�>� ���mS �� �-��# �� (�* (]»���« ��� a�7� � �   ,���4» ���� «

:�+��# "�� ��  :�M>� ���� �+ �"�\�>mS ��&0�7 ";�' � �����» "����,&+� « �+)6�7�  ��S{ :8 �
13.(  

 6-���+ �� ./&0� �,*���4�+ ����+�M+     "��� �� :���BC*� ?��'� � �*��)�� ?�'�
 �I�� ���M>� �� 6�;+�$ "+ �bC+ pC�»���«"<�� :��+ �Cu7 �;�;CS �   �� ./&�0� ��� �+��

.67� "�� ���  
  
5 .6>��� �, ���2 �� ��� ���"�� #$�%&  

 "# ,- ���� ��<*»��� « "�� ��»#$	+�,��� -��#. �����	��� ������ 	
����� �������� ��)«.�   :���0�104(  ��+ ��MS �
 :�M>�»"���,&+� «    .��Q :��M>� ��_* � "�� ��� ����+�M+ =67�» ����«   � .6� �* O���+� :���� �

���       ��� a��7� � ���� "�# ���- ���� e7�E ,��+ �7�E ��� ��     ?��'� 6�-���+ �� ����S
 6�-�� "'�S 67� ����(7 r��0 �� ���� 67� "+ "�� ��� � �� :��BC*� ?�'� � �*�)�� 

  ,�M*�� ��*�4�*�4 p���% �� �� �&� ���M>�,M	 �,�,E Z���M>�,�M	   �*��4I�� (O���+�) )Lexical 

Ambiguity �( :��&���7� ���M>�,���M	 )Syntactic Ambiguity( � :��+�����# ���M>�,���M	 
)Pragmatic Ambiguity( �� ... �   ��E ����S	  )���# ����	See: Sennet, 2016 �� .(  ���M>�,�M	

�*�4I�� O��+� p��% � �I�� :��7 � �M>� R� � ��+ �&���jE 6�;+�$ ��&� ���M>�,M	 �  �� :�
67� �&� )Crystal, 2008: 23 �� ��� =(:��&0�7 ���M>�,M	   ��-�� �I�� ��� :�M>� ,M	�� �

�� (:�C*):��&7� �_* � ��&� �o�M% ��� �67�  ,M*��S"*�4 "+  ,*��- p�;CS F;&G� :�� 
�M�	 � v+ �� �*�4�*�4 :��&7� :�� �D��� :�M>� :���� �&� ��M�	 �� "��E �+ "# ,*��j  :�

 ���  ����4 )See: Hurford & Heasley, 1983: 128 ����� �� .(  ��� ���� ���<* "    "��� ���-104 
L��7  �D�� ��'�,M	 Z��&0�7 :���� �����% 8� �� F;&G� ���- �� "+ "# 67� :�   �� ����S
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�+ ��� (:�C*):��&7� ��&0�7 �� � � ��# p�;CS ���D�� 6-��   ����$ .6�-�� :�   ������DE
����* :��#�� 6$� �+ �� "�� ��&0�7 ��'�,M	 �4D�� ���  b�C+ �� .,*�     ���<* :,�>+ :���

   ��&0��7 ���� "+ "'�S ��� :�� !S ��4 ���# �+ � "�� ��� 
��|,�� � ��� ,- ,���0 ����
.67� "�� "'�,M	  

  
1.5 ���"	 E�D� Q*�<
( CB�� 
( CB� &�MN��  

G+ ���    "���E ��+ �bC+ pC� "!��- "�� � �*�)�� ?�'� 6-���+ ,- ���-� "&-j4 :��
 .�Q � 67� ,��[S �*�+ ���-»��� «     ���0 �;�o� :��M>� ��+ �,���[S ��&0�7 �� -  :��M>�

"���,&+� - "*��* �� ^*�� �+ .67�  P�' .�Q �+ z�,��[S ��&0�7 :��»���« ��� 67� "+ �   ,���
�� ��&0�7 ��� �� ���[����' "#   p�%�� ��,�&m� ��m0 ,M*��)p�& � ��* R� ��)��' �� "* ��+

 R� :��+ (6!o/8�Q)"& +�� ��* R� ��)��' �� "�;+ �(8�>!� �»�7� «   "�# 6�7� �&� ��
�� �7� �� "+ 6m * �S�%/Y� .,��(��  

"*��* � ���     "��� �,���[S ��&0��7 :��»       �$�6��� �78�� 9 ��()��:�;< = �# ��(>?�#6@�� A*�)� ��(�� 6B��CD*  «
:��$��)  74 ���- �� *� 
P� �� Xm7 "# :(�	 �� � # "+ .67� (»  *$�E�� 7F�� 9)«   (��<	 ���*

�� "&!4 ��- Xx��)  ��*��!o�1412: 662( �,�� �+ �"�� ��� �� .»���« �»*�$�� 7F�9]«  [
�� ��7�
 �»���(��:�;< = # ���(?�#6@�� « .6��7� �,��- T�(��&*���Q����� �����m�%  ����-��4����E � �"���� ����� ��

��* 8� "��� �� ��<*�,*�� � ��� �� � �0�+ ��MS "# ,M���0   ��+ "�;+ �,�� ���$ ��*� �-�0
"���m� ���- �� ,*��,0 � ,��[S �7  ,M���0» "��� «  �,�*�� � ���� ��     6����* �� �� ���<*

 Z�M-�� ���$ �0�+ .,�� ���$ ��<�� �<	     L���- �� ^�*�� ��+ �����DE     �� �"��� ���� �*��+
���# ���BS ���4,��    ����- "���E �+ �"�� ��� ��&0�7 "# ,*�» ,���[S « 6�7�   �����7)1414 :

{5 �265 =   ��'�!01997{ :7 �159 =   �:�*�$1422{ :14 �164  ������� =1415{ :7 �49(.       
 ���[����' �"�� ��� ��»�()��:�;< = �# �(>?�#6@�� A*)�«  ���* �� �» 8��Q «  :���+»  *$��� 7��9 «  :6�7�

»6B�C + (���>!� �� p>�) ��(�� 8��>!�)    + (O|,��� O�� "�+   ��()��:�;< = �# ��(>?�#6@�� A*�)�   :���+ 8��Q)
L�$  + (��%~D*�$6��� �78� 9 8�>!�) (�P0�� 8�� "+)« ����o1418{ :19 �40.(                                              

�� ��&0�7 "�,��[S "�� »	
�%�� ���� �
F�%�G EH(%��«).��%�: 41 ((�* ���[����' »*)�  �&F(�G?«� �� 
��* »8�Q« 67�» :6&�G��)�m0 O,�� + (A*)� �&8(�G�?)8�Q :��+ �����+(HI�G)�) :�,�&m�  �0��� .«( ���� 

"�� ��� �  
����  ��x/+  �D���  ����$  6�7�  "�#  ���  ����  ��+ ��  ����-  ��+�� » ,���[S «� 
»�P��S« �+ ��(�&7�)����� "��E (���4 ��� "�� :�M>� .67�  :67� "*�4»   ��7�S�7 ����<�� :��+
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!67� O��� � ����� �*��� ��M�')«X�Y ��;��Q� :R*   ��M�� Q1399 :343(.   "���» 	
��%��  ����� 
	
#%�I	��9 �?���J ���� <(F��)« :��16 ��� (�* (      6�-�,4�(+ ����- ��+ ����» ,���[S «����� �   ����4

»�P��S « �� .67� ���[����' (�* "�� ���»  ��$��� ���� «    ���)��' �� � ,���[S :���+» 8��Q «
��� "�� :�M>� .67� �� ��M	  :��-»  "���7 ����-�7 :N�+ �7�S�7 ���<�� :��+   (k�0)�����

!67� �S� � .« P�' .�Q �+ "�,��[S ��&0�7 �� ���[����'»�� «    :��&�7� ���* �� (��*
»8�Q « "�� "�,��[S ��&0�7 ��w�� =67�»�����,��� �<�H (%+�9 	
�%��)« :6;B�28 =(»    	
����� ��(�K 	���A��

/9  ����L�M �N��	@�� �OF��� #2��@�<)« :?�(Q�21. ... � =(  
  �o�M% ��* �,��[S ��&0�7 "��E �+»    #$�	+�,��� -���#. �����	���� ������� 	
����� �������� ��«  ����   "�*�4
��  :��-»�# A* '�+A�("B$�* p>�)  +A()�6& '   :���+ 8��Q) �����+ (  %��:� �  + (���# ��7�)  �����6����  J���>K 

>�6$�A�� :��+ �m0)����«(�� � = ��� �� �� "�'�S ���S   :��� ���M�<�E "*�4»     ��&�~ ���- "��� ,���+
    ��� ���M� � ���* � .���>� "+ ��� � ��0 "+ 
�%� (�� �����)"# ,��-  ,�MM# .«  6�0�� ��

 ,*��E �)*�)	 ��� :�C* p�;CS      ���� ���<* ,���[S ��&0��7 a��7� ��+ "�� ��� :��,Q��
:67� �,-  

  
  

2.5 G&�!=� E�D� Q*�<
( CB�� 
( CB� &�MN��  
 .�Q ��0 :�M>� "# ,- �-��»���« �»"�\�>mS «     ���(�4 ��0�+ ��&0��7 ���� �6� �*   ����

 :�M>�»"�\�>mS «�� �� ,*�7� ���# ,Q�� ��m&%� "+ ���[����' �"�\�>mS ��&0�7 �� .  �"�&���
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