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Innovative Theory of Allameh Tabatabaie on the Distinction between Angelic Soul and the Soul
Driven from Intensification; a Foundation for Transformation in the Sadraian Anthropology

Rahim Hassanzadeh™
Qhasemali Kouhenani™—

Abstract

One of Mulla Sadra’s innovative theories was
the theory on the occurrence of body and
immortality of the soul in respect of human
beings. Based on this theory, Mulla Sadra
became capable of solving many problems with
respect of the arc of human ascent, delivering
deep philosophical explanations for those issues.
However, Mulla Sadra’s stand point of view in
regard to the explanation of the arc of descent
was not pretty successful and did not go so far to
clarify religious notions like the World of
Particle (Alam-e Zar), the creation of souls
before the creation of the bodies, giving exams
to human beings before entering the world of
nature, the issue of descent, to name a few.
Allame Tabatabaie (Mercy of God be upon him)
opened up a new way to the philosophical
anthropology. Based upon Tabatabaie’s
innovative analysis and explanation, every being
in the arc of descent has an angelic soul which
that angelic soul is the base of its very existence
rather than the soul driven from intensification.
So, the origin of the human’s will and human’s
decision is within the world of mere abstraction,
having each moment two movements in itself: a
descending movement from the mere abstraction
bound by an act, that is human’s decline to the
Mundus Imaginalis, in which are established
imaginal perceptions; and then reacting to those
perceptions, human descends to his material
stage. The practical and theoretical output of
those descents are practical and theoretical
manifestations within human’s soul that lead to
his ascending character.

Keywords: Allame Tabatabaie, Angelic Soul,
Soul derives from intensification, Sadrian
Humanology, Worlds.
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