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Abstract

The objective of this study was to investigate the relationship between social
capital and farmer's tendency toward establishment and membership in Water Users
Associations in Aleshtar Township. A sample of farmers (n= 360) was selected through
a stratified random sampling method. Data collection in this study was conducted using
a researcher-made questionnaire. After preparing the questionnaire and confirming its
validity by a panel of experts, a pilot study was implemented and the reliability was
confirmed by calculating Cronbach's alpha values for the variables investigated. To
examine the social factors influencing the willingness of farmers to form and join
WUAs, the regression analysis using inter method was run. The findings revealed that
three variables including involvement in local community activities, ‘firm trust, and
tolerance of diversity were able to predict a significant proportion of the variation in
farmers’ tendency toward Water User Associations establishment (R2= 0.412).
Furthermore, four variables of inclusion in local community activities, ‘firm trust, local
external communication, and civic participation were able to predict a significant
proportion of the variation in farmer's tendency toward membership (R2=0.51).

Keywords: Water User Associations, Social Capital, Participation, Aleshtar, Tendency,
Membership
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