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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to investigate associated factors toward the
tendency of senior students of agricultural majors in Ilam province toward employment
in cooperative sector. A descriptive correlational research design was used to conduct
this research..The target population (N=1100) included senior students of agricultural
majors in Ilam universities (Ilam university, Islamic Azad University, Ilam Branch, and
Payame - ¢ Noor University).A stratified sampling technique was used to select the
samples (n=285)for this research.The required data was collected through a
questionnaire in which its face validity confirmed by a panel of experts. The reliability
coefficient of the questionnaire was also confirmed by implementing a pilot-test.
Cronbach's alpha coefficient calculated to establish the internal consistency of the
attitudinal scale was between 0.76- 0.90. To achieve the objectives, researchers asked
seniors whether or not they were interested in employment at cooperative sector. About
65 percent of the respondents showed tendency toward employment in the cooperative
sector. The results of correlational analysis showed that there was a negative
relationship between variables of age and obstacles hampering the development of
specialized agricultural cooperatives with the variable of respondent's tendency to
employment in cooperative sector. On the other hand, there was positive relationship
between the variables of the amount of granting essential incentives for formation
specialized agricultural cooperatives and the level of respondent's knowledge about
cooperatives. In addition, the results of multiple regression analysis showed that in
developing specialized agricultural cooperatives, the level of respondent's knowledge
about cooperatives and the amount of granting essential incentives for formation of
mentioned cooperatives, explained 54 percent of obtained changes on dependent
variable of tendency to employment in cooperative sector.
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