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Abstract 

The health risk of high-risk groups is an issue that was considered by the media and social 

media users in Iran at the beginning of the outbreak of the Corona virus. Research with the 

hypothesis that public opinion views on health policy-making is that vulnerable groups, 

including the elderly, normally need more health psychological and social support. Of 

course, governments and the health care system are expected to take extra care of them. 
The purpose of this study is to achieve the approach of Iranian media and cyberspace 

towards the elderly as one of the high-risk groups in the Corona crisis and seeks to answer 

the question that the media and cyberspace users view the elderly in an epidemic in Iran 

and How is the West? The research has studied the print media, online and social networks 

to achieve the view of different Iranian media on the issue of corona and the elderly in Iran 

and the West. Research has used "big data" and "data mining" techniques to get the media 

to look at vulnerable groups in the Corona crisis. The results of the study show that the 

Iranian media and users with a positive, ethical and supportive approach to caring for the 

elderly in the Corona crisis and strongly react to internal and external behaviors that are 

regardless of their situation in the Corona crisis. In addition, some media and cyberspace 

users have compared the different attitudes of Iranians and Westerners towards the elderly 

                                                                                              

* Associate Professor, Faculty of Social Sciences, University of Tehran, adehghan@ut.ac.ir 

** PhD Student in Communication Sciences, University of Tehran (Corresponding Author), 

saaskari@gmail.com 

Date received: 23.11.2020, Date of acceptance: 20.01.2021 

Copyright © 2010, IHCS (Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies). This is an Open Access article. 

This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License. To view a copy of 

this license, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/ or send a letter to Creative Commons, PO Box 

1866, Mountain View, CA 94042, USA. 



170   ����	 
���� ��������  ����	� ������ ����� ������� ���1399  

in the Corona crisis, and with behaviors in cyberspace such as the hashtag "strong Iran", 

make Iran's social system more moral than the West. They have known. 
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