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In Plato’s Sophist, Heidegger interprets Book VI of Aristotle’s
Nicomachean Ethics, particularly the discussion of Phronesis. In this
book, he deals with five modes of Dasein’s opening,i.e. Episteme, Techne,
Sophia, Nous and Phronesis. He has considered “Episteme and Sophia”
to be a type of epistemic mode and “Phronesis and Techne” to be a type
of calculative mode of Dasein’s soul. In fact, Heidegger introduces
Aristotle’s five rational virtues as the modes of opening in Dasein. He has
described Sophia as the highest type of the epistemic mode and
Phronesis as the highest type of the calculative mode. It needs to be
mentioned that Heidegger finally introduces Phronesis as the highest
mode of Dasein’s opening, On the other hand, in Sein und Zeit, in the
discussion of Dasein and particularly Dasein’s relations with other
Daseins, one can understand Phronesis as a mode of Dasein'’s existence.
In fact, Dasein’s existential mode of being is its Phronetic existence. It is
noteworthy that Heidegger in Plato’s Sophist presents the same
interpretation of Phronesis that one finds in Sein und Zeit. Indeed, to
express Phronesis, Heidegger refers to Dasein’s existential mode of
being and finally he has fathomed the genuine mode of behavior as
something in practice that lies in the call of conscience; this is what
Heidegger presents as the forgotten conscience in Plato’s Sophist.
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Heidegger is among the philosophers who have discussed

phronesis, particularly in his Being and Time (1927), The Essence of Truth
(1988), and Plato’s Sophist (1992). It should.be noted that “phronesis” was first
introduced by Avristotle as one of the intellectual virtues. The term has been
translated by such terms as practical wisdom, volitional wisdom, prudence,
practical analogy, practical reasoning, practical virtue, and practical mutual
understanding, among which “practical wisdom™ is the most commonly used.
In fact, in Avristotelian view, phronesis, as a virtue, is considered judgment of
character. According to Aristotle, the soul has two parts, namely rational and
irrational. He believes that the former includes recognizing both the essential
and potential issues. Thus, the rational part of the soul has two subparts, i.e.,
practical and theoretical or scientific and calculative. Phronesis is a virtue of the
calculative subpart (Aristotle, 2004, 1139a 1-19). In fact, phronesis is among
the rational virtues allowing man to achieve a proper and excellent thinking on
practical issues (Samadiyeh, 2017: 9). However, Heidegger sees phronesis as a
form discovering and disclosing Dasein and in more accurate definition, a
mode of the being of Dasein. As a result, it is not suitable to use the term
practical wisdom for his view. Thus, phronesis rather than practical wisdom
was used in this study.
Heidegger’s arguments regarding phronesis could be discussed in two fields.
First, his interpretation of Avristotelian phronesis in his Plato’s Sophist and
second, a specific view discussed in his Being and Time. In Plato’s Sophist,
Heidegger analyzes the Nicomachean Ethics of Aristotle, particularly the
notion of phronesis. On the other hand, in Being and Time, he claims that his
only purpose is clarifying the meaning of being and in this regard, he puts aside
issues such as ethics and phronesis. However, his focus on phronesis is evident
in his book. This article aims to analyze phronesis in Plato’s Sophist and
compare his discussion with that in Being and Time. In addition, this study
attempts to analyze how much Heidegger’s Plato’s Sophist and Being and
Time are influenced by Avristotelian phronesis.

This descriptive-analytical study attempts to
examine Heidegger’s Plato’s Sophist and Being and Time and the descriptions
on these works.

First, notions of episteme, techne, sophia, and nous are explained in order to
understand phronesis in Heidegger’s view. In fact, Heidegger introduces five
rational virtues of Avristotle as a form of discovering and disclosing Dasein
(Heidegger, 1997: 12-19). Moreover, this study discusses phronesis as the real
and authentic possibility of Dasein and structurally analyzes phronetic act.
Action in phronesis is limited to a specific conditions and every act is not a
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phronetic act. Dasein’s action is determined through situations it is situated and
these situations are different in each case. In every act, conditions, time,
individuals, and knowns are different and the very act itself, that is, what | want
to do, is different. Therefore, the total concept of Dasein’s act is discovered by
phronesis in each situation.

According to the discussions above, the similarity of Heidegger’s analysis of
phronesis in Plato’s Sophist and Being and Time is evident. The similarity of
the two interpretations is seen in notions such as Being-withs, conscience, and
components of phronetic act. Thus, it could be said that a large part of
Heidegger’s Being and Time is analysis of Aristotle’s Nicomachean Ethics,
particularly the notion of phronesis. Heidegger's lectures on Avristotelian
phronesis during 1924 and 1925 were published in Plato 's Sophist and the first
print of Being and Time was published in German in 1927. Therefore, the
coincidence of the time period could be an evidence that is Being and Time was
influenced by Plato’s Sophist and consequently, Nicomachean Ethics.
Furthermore, the influence of Aristotle’s phronesis on Heidegger is evident in
both books as the majority of his views in Being and Time could be seen as
influenced by Aristotle’s views. However, what distinguishes Heidegger's view
on phronesis from Aristotle’s isl eéxplanation of the ontological statusof
phronesis. Unlike Avristotle, he introduces phronesis instead of sophia as the
authentic possibility and the primary form of Dasein’s existence. In addition,
Heidegger introduces phronesis a mode of Dasein’s existence while Aristotle
considers phronesis as a rational virtue.

In fact, in Plato’s Sophist, Heidegger sees phronesis as a mode of Dasein’s
existence, discovery and disclosure of Dasein. This existential mode is
congruent with the existential mode of Dasein discussed in Being and Time. In
Heidegger’s view, the existential mode is Dasein’s authentic mode of being,
formed in Being-withs and other Daseins and including components such as
Befindlichkeit and understanding, which are equal with desire, phronetic
deliberation, and Prohairesis or rational choice.

Ahmadi, Babak (2002), Heidegger and the Fundamental Question, By Nashr-e-
Markaz Publishing Co, Tehran.

Altman, Megan E. (2009), "Praxis and theoria: Heidegger's" violent" interpretation.”
Avristotle (2004), Nicomachean Ethics, Translated and Edited by Roger Crisp,
Cambridge University Press.

Blattner, William D. (1994), the concept of death in Being and Time, Man and World,
27(2), pp.49-70.



Biannual Journal Of

Philosophical Meditations 166

Bowler, Michael (2008), Heidegger and Aristotle: philosophy as préaxis. Continuum
international Publishing Group.
Brogan, Walter A. (2005), Heidegger and Aristotle: The twofoldness of being. State
University of New York Press, Albany.
De Beistegui, Miguel (2003), Thinking with heidegger: Displacements. Indiana
University Press.
Gillespie, Michael Allen (2000), "Martin Heidegger's Aristotelian national socialism."
Political theory, Vol 28. No 2: 140-166.
Gonzalez, Francisco J. (2006), Beyond or Beneath Good and Evil? Heidegger’s
Purification of Aristotle’s Ethics in Heidegger and the Greeks interpretive Essays, edited
by Drew A. Hyland and John Panteleimon Monoussakis, Indiana University press.
Heidegger, Martin (1992), Gesamtausgabe: Platon Sophistes,

(1997), Plato’s Sophist, translated by Richard Rojcewicz and Andre
Schuwver,

(1998), Pathmarks, Translated by William McNeill.

(1999), "Ontology The Hermeneutics of Facticity.” Translated by John
van Buren, Indiana university press.

(2009), Basic concepts of Aristotelian philosophy. Translated by Robert
D. Metcalf and Mark B. Tanzer, Indiana University Press. Bloomington &

Indianapolis.

(2010), Sein und Zeit, Translated By Siavash Jamadi, Qognoos
Publishing Group, Tehran.
Lewis, Jonathan (2015), Reification and the aesthetics of music, Routledge, New York.
Luckner, Andreas (2001), Martin Heidegger: Sein und Zeit, Translated By Ahmad Ali
Heidari, By Nashr-e- Elmi Publishing Co, Tehran.
Sadler, Ted (1996) Heidegger and Aristotle: The question of being. The Athlone Press.
Samadieh, Maryam and Mollayousefi, Majid (2018), Aristotle and Phronesis
(Practical Wisdom), Research Journal of Islamic Philosophy and Theology of Shahid
Beheshti University, Volume 17, Issue 4 - Serial Number 4, Pages 1-24.
Samadieh, Maryam and Others (2018), Comparison of Phronesis in Heidegger and
Mulla Sadra's thoughts, Journal of New Intellectual, Research, Volume 3, Issue 5,
Pages 9-31.
Samadieh, Maryam and Mollayousefi, Majid (2019), Heidegger's Interpretation of
Phronesis and its Relation to Agathon (Idea of Good), Journal of Philosophical
Investigations, \Vol. 13/ Issue: 29, Pages 299-316.
Volpi, Franco (2007), In whose name? Heidegger and ‘practical philosophy’.
Translated by Niall Keane, European Journal of Political Theory, 6(1), pp.31-51.



(sols doliliadgy X
sheald oLl

(PHM)

VAV=14Y dmis AP Olls 5 sl oY o plak sl o5

4 (DO b G/ Caudgw SUS H3 punig P9 31 T g

Oloj 9 L SLS

T By Mo duzee ¢ dtows v g0

45 Jn ) o o S5 B e S s 0 s S 5 Sl

s ol (3528 5 S (0.0 ey 4 IS 413 (55 Ll 45513 iy p Eomn g
3 Be o i o gn g doiansh (55.3]03 5 o i 3 e S g 45 o]
a,a@ﬁ.\iu. o3l s Juuu,.a;fq.,@faé.ﬂ;\\,m;;,M,}»
g a1y g (53.dS o B0 (ol S35587 50t (glno i e 4y e Dlic
SiapN e Sl ops o VL lge 4y s 5 B0 05 p 5N
58S o W50 4 Jo 3§ g s s Ll 3 S bla S
a4 by r Eomba 53 0le3 3 ot HS 53 553 e Sl 03 905 b e s $55287
(o 35 ) Sl g e s 4 5 g0 500 Sl b ol b 5
g JBaS S gy o e 315 sty Blamy o 3.5
o303 &l _ponniy $ 311y (5 s Dot & SNl Crd g AS” 55 Sl &l oyl b S s
394 i p Ol sy Sl s 53l il JB (63 0lej 5 et IS 38
Cd s Ol 5 ol o 531 o) 8.y 0 9 sl 33 310,80 s Sty ST

glmﬂ‘eM4:&6du\.«f»uﬁ"a‘}Q‘-«b}g}b&%d}b}h‘@ﬁ}d))géﬁuu

odb 4o é)l;
\44/0/44

R ok
1¥44/4/Y

oo™ Ol
¢Sala

O —C -
i3
shos S S
coalils

Ol g (S

10.30470/phm.2020.124226.1773
Homepage: phm.znu.ac.ir

samadieh@maragheh.ac.ir (Jywe sdimsg) 4élpe oSiils (oMl bylra 09,8 Lokl )
mM.yousefi@isr.iKiu.ac.ir (s,) (s plol Mol oy olKiiils (oMol oS g s 09,8 Lutils .Y



https://dx.doi.org/10.30470/phm.2020.124226.1773
http://phm.znu.ac.ir/
mailto:samadieh@maragheh.ac.ir
mailto:m.yousefi@isr.ikiu.ac.ir

1Fee (bl g sles ¢ Y5 0 sloih ¢ hudd ONoli ol aolilad go VWA

EVRVTY
'Ol et O gt i g sdaie IS 5 a8 C il Sliy ks s Suls
Coees (VAQY) "0l G by w0 50 5 (VAMN) Codide 5 ol o (VAYY)
Ol et i o315 a5 ol S5 4 05N sl onls 15 Eomsygo 1) iy b
L RCOUW - SN OO ) PN PV I P S PR SO s VP P WO+ 5
S s LS O mpan il Slan 4 sl UT Olaz o Lo g0l
S it o 5" o Jio s IVl as o3 T DLl FisL)
9 i 3 )5 Jas CaSo Dl s s w53 s Sl a8 4" Les
s Sl o e O ety o) o83 53 i b fBl353 3503 5 s
ojsm 35 gkl o SMie o 9 e s g3 dalg ) a6 .3 55 0 sumes
o2 3 S5 sl Sl Jolb oa ki Sl e ol 45 el ditne DM s
ke s 93 Jals s ks SMis e g ol ol 558 e SKan p g0l Cls Juls
Al o et Sl 35 i p g e 5 Ll ol b Sl 5 55

Jlu 53 b s 8wl Sein UNd Zeit SWIT ols” 31 edSSl ae 5 Being and Time cs™ .y
JOhN ) (6,155 ¢S Ol Lo 55 V45T Jlu 5 OIS ol ol dam 3 pmded s Lze SLIT 0L 4 14TV
> SO G S TS 0
J0aN )yl O g Lo 55 35 0T 33 a0 5 5 (Edward Robinson) oy, 5,131 s (Macquarrie
Wl ok pll 1447 JLu s (Stambaugh

V44Y JL. 5 &5 ol Platon: Sophistes sl oS 51 Sl slaas s plato’s sophist oS

o) eSS e 5 el 0t Ol S ls (Gesamtausgabe) JbT s same 5114 Wl Ol siea

Jols OIS el o it Andre Schuwer ; Richard ROJCEWICZ L s 144V JLu s oS

el i 53 Fuls ol o3 VAYF1AYD Ol s 53 (MArDUPG) <8, 5l o iils 55 Sls Sl i
el s OT (i OUST 03 94 5 gla )| g2 Lo 3500 I s 4 DS () S

3. Phronesis

4. practical wisdom

5. will wisdom

6. prudence

7. practical syllogism

8. practical reasoning

9. practical reason
10. practical common sense
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1. epistemonikon/ scientific
2. logistikon/ calculative
3. aletheia
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1. Existenzial/existential
2. Alltaglich/everyday

3. Existenziell/existentiell
4. das Man

5. phronetic
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1. Befindlichkeit/state of mind or attunement
2. Verstehen/understanding
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