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Abstract

Moral dilemmas have been philosophically interesting subjects for scrutiny. While some
philosophers have claimed that genuine moral dilemmas are possible, others have argued to
the opposite. McConnell takes the latter path and argues that in the presence of two following
principles moral dilemmas would lead to contradiction: “Ought implies can” principle and the
so-called agglomeration principle. McConnell claims, and Paske rejects, that (a) genuine
moral dilemmas are impossible and (b) that moral dilemmas lead to logical incoherence.
Paske argues that moral dilemmas are originated in conflict of incommensurable moral
values. Paske believes that in this circumstance the “Ought implies can” principle does not
hold. To block Paske’s objection, McConnell has proposed a disjunctive approach to moral
dilemmas. In this paper, first | explain McConnell’s argument that moral dilemmas lead to
contradiction. Then | explore Paske’s objection and McConnell’s reply. Finally, | raise a
series of objections against McConnell’s counter-attack to Paske’s incommensurability
argument.
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