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ABSTRACT

Social pathology is a sociological term used in
reference to deviant behaviors, or actions that societies
have agreed are immoral or unacceptable. Emile
Durkheim, a French sociologist in the nineteenth
century, created the foundation for the modern
sociological study of society by focusing on social
facts, structures, and systems. His profound ideas
generated many concepts and methods in his books
especially in The Rules of Sociological Method and
Suicide. He applied the model of modern medical
thinking for studying deviant behaviors. According to
modern medicine, which was formed in the nineteenth
century, the process of diagnosing the disease is based
on "the pathological and the normality". In this article,
we try to show that Durkheim's "social pathology" is
based on this model. First we briefly describe the
characteristics of "the pathological and the normality"
in diagnosis of disease in modern medicine. We then
show this medical model influences Durkheim's
functionalist approach for studying deviant behaviors,
or actions.
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6. Herbert Spencer (1820-1903)

7. Emile Durkheim (1858-1917)

8. organic solidarity

9. vital force

10. organization

11. normal

12. The Rules of Sociological Method (French: Les Regles de la
Méthode Sociologique)

13. pathology

14. social pathology
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2. the pathological

3. organism

4. totalities

5. Auqust Comte (1798-1857)
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2. Canguilhem, George

3. Essai sur quelques problemes concernant le normal et le
pathologique (1943)

4. The normal and the pathological (1966)

5. The normal

6. The pathological

7. Michel Foucault

8. The birth of clinic (1962)

9. localisation
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1. abnormal
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5. anomaly
6. abnormality
7. function

8. Reference interval
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1. Clinical Pathology
2. Anatomical Pathology
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