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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Since their emergence, women’s right
movements have sought to protest the
inequalities in social, political, cultural and
economic structures. Most of them under the
umbrella of humanism and the freedom it
tries to ascribe to human beings try to reach
a stage in which women can experience full
subjectivity. However, with the advances in
structural Marxism the very ‘subjectivity’
that these feminists promise is under
question. The present study, with the help of
structural Marxism and by exploring the
history of so called feminist movement in
Iran tries to answer the questions whether
women'’s action is inevitably derived from
male structure; whether women possess any
independent will and whether they can be
described as jumping jack dolls which are
moved by the invisible strings of social
structures.

Research objectives

To discuss the factors involved in female
dessubjectivization under the domination of
male ideologies (freedom and equality).

To illustrate the unending collapse of female
subject considering the chain of
significations which existed for them since
the constitutional period till the emergence
of Islamic feminism.

To demonstrate the extent to which male
structure has contributed to the passivity of
[ranian women.

Methods

This article makes use of analytical and
descriptive methods to explore and study
the different movements in Iran and
whether they have been efficient to cause
any positive changes in women'’s condition.
Different movements since the
constitutional period through Pahlavi reign
and the post-revolution period have been
investigated to answer the aforementioned
questions. In order to reach the objectives,
the framework of structural Marxism is
utilized. Several tables have been used to
illustrate  the influential factors in
maintaining the status quo.

Findings

Having investigated women'’s conditions and
their movement since the constitutional
period till the post-revolution era, nothing
satisfactory has been witnessed. One could
say that some fluctuations can be observed;
however, no evolution is seen. The common
problems with all women’s movements in
Iran’s history is that the actions women have
taken always have been derived from male
structures. The problematics that women
have been concerned with in the studied
eras, especially the demand for liberty and
equality have been resulted from male
structures. As a consequence it can be
concluded that women do not possess any
free will and they are mere objects
immersed in the delusion of subjectivity.
They are sheer ideological subjects since
they are addressed by different ideologies
and easily manipulated by them. The second
common problem with women movements
in Iran is that they mostly have neglected the
indigenous cultural structures of Iran and
they have not been concerned with the
issues which are particularly relevant to
Iran’s culture. As they have dealt with
women’s questions from the western point
of view the obvious result is that they have
always been futile. To elaborate more on the
defect of Iran women’s movements some
examples can serve as useful. In the
constitutional period for instance although
some unprecedented communities started
to take form, they tended to neglect the
indigenous culture and also they did not
achieve to permeate the women from lower
classes. It is noteworthy that even the word
Feminist was not used by the members of
such communities since it was considered
derogatory toward men. In the Pahlavi era
women were mainly mere viewers of men’s
parliaments and oppositions to the extent
that their participation in an influential
event like the nationalization of oil industry
was near zero. The so-called modern women
of that era too were the -carriers of
nationalism, archaism and relevant
dominant ideologies. As for the post-
revolution period, the movements’ attempts
to adjust feminist tenets with the principles
of Islam inevitably led to a theoretical crisis.
The findings and their analysis are
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illustrated in detail in the tables provided in
the essay.

Discussion

Despite humanism and orthodox Marxism,
the former trying to ascribe freedom to
human beings and the latter distinguishing
base and superstructure completely,
structural criticism tries it best to decenter
human beings and criticize sharply the
aforementioned movements. From the point
of view of structural Marxism, death of the
subject is an unquestionable priority and the
assumptions that we have got about
ourselves as being the creators of actions is
either wrong or ideological. The real thing
that happens is that the structures of the
social base determine our action, or put it in
a better way our reaction. Actually our
actions are the proper means to reproduce
and maintain the existing structures. Human
beings are nothing but the jumping jack dolls
of the social structures. According to
Althusser, the action of human beings which
was considered as freedom and
consciousness in the classic era is not
beyond ideology as is not possible except by
the means of ideology. In the form of such
ideologies women are indoctrinated that
that they are subjects and that they have free
will. With living the delusion of subjectivity
every day, they have been satisfied to be the
ultimate carriers of the male structures.

Conclusion

With the close investigation of women'’s
movements and their conditions in different
eras since the constitutional period till the
post-revolution period, it has become clear
that women have always served the male
ideologies and structures without even
questioning them. Burdened by different
significations chosen for them, their actions
or better to say reactions are merely derived
from male structures and the different
women movements in Iran have turned out
to be fruitless as they are defective.
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