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Abstract

In the curriculum planning process, content selection is of particular importance. But such a
choice must be accompanied by content analysis to identify its overt and covert messages.
This is doubly important in the matter of national identity. The aim of this study was to
analyze the content of Persian literature books from the perspective of national identity. For
this purpose, using the content analysis method, the books of Persian literature of the first
period, which were written in the year 400-99, have been studied and analyzed. For this
purpose, Shannon entropy method has been used to obtain the significance coefficient of each
research category. The main components of the research include national literature, national
myth, cultural heritage, national commonalities and ethnicity, each of which has been
examined by the unit of analysis: words, content, images. The results showed that the
components of national literature, national commonalities, cultural heritage, ethnicity,
national myths in the units of words, content and images have not been coordinated. So that in
the vocabulary unit of Persian language and literature books, the components of national
literature, national commonalities and cultural heritage have been considered and not much
attention has been paid to the other two components of ethnicity and national myths. In the
content unit of Persian literature books, the components of national commonalities, national
literature and cultural heritage have been considered, while the other two components of
ethnicity and national myths have not received much attention. In the picture unit of Persian
literature textbooks in middle school, the components of ethnicity, national literature and
cultural heritage have been considered and little attention has been paid to the other two
components of national commonalities and myths. From this it can be concluded that perhaps
none of the components is superior to the other. Or it may be that each year has a specific
component in mind. Or the importance of being random. It seems that in these books and the
units in question, this coordination is not significantly observed.

Keywords:Persian Language and Literature, National identity, content analysis, Shannon
entropy.
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