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About the Ancient Stage of the Adaptation of
Greek Knowledge Among Arabs and Arabic
Writers (By Pavel Konich)

Translated by Seyed Ahmad Reza Qaemmaqami
(Assistant Professor, University of Tehran)

Abstract : This article is the written form of
the lecture of paul Kunitzch on the translation,
a recently deceased German scholar, on the
translation of Greek works into Arabic, but the
author pays special attention to the translations
of the second century AH. After a general
introduction to the causes of these translations,
the author tries to show that some of the Greek
and Roman teachings and sciences, especially in
astronomy, were translated into Pahlavi before
Arabic and the Iranians played a role in trans-
mitting this knowledge to the Islamic world,
and this is something that can be deduced from
some narrations and especially some terms. In
addition, the author seeks to indicate evidence
and proofs that support the theories of Fouad
Sezgin, who believes that the beginnings of
Islamic science and the translation of Greek
teachings should be sought in earlier periods
than scholars of the previous generation be-
lieved. It should be noted that this article shows
the status of this branch of studies over the past
fifty years.

Keywords: Translation Movement, Greek Sci-
ence and Philosophy, Syriac Language, Pahlavi
Language, Alexandria, Jundishapur, Christian
Monasteries.
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1. Leipzig 1842.

2. Histoire de la medicine arabe, 1-2 (Paris 1876).

3. Die Uberstzungen arabischer Werke in das Lateinische seit dem XI. Jabrbundert, in: Abhandlungen der Kgl. Ge-
sellschaft der Wissenschaften, 22. Bd. (Gottingen 1877).
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Die arabischen Ubersetzungen aus Griechischen, verstreute Aufsitze um 1896; Die hebraeischen Ubersetzungen des Mit-
telalters und die Juden als Dolmetcher (Berlin 1893); Die europdischen Ubersetzungen aus dem Arabischen bis Mitte des
17. Jabrbunderts (Wien 1904-1905).
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10. Jaroslaus Tkatsch, Die arabische Ubersetzung der Poetik des Aristoteles, 1 (Wien 1928), II (posthum herausgegeben

von A. Gudeman und Th. Seif, Wien 1932).
11. Hunain ibn Ishhak und seine Schule (Leiden 1913); Hunain ibn Ishdq iiber die syrischen und arabischen Galeniiber-

setzungen, in: Abhandlungen fiir die Kunde des Morgenlandes 17, 2 (Leipzig 1925); Neue Materialien zu Hunain ibn
Ishaq’s Galenbibliographie, in: Abh. f. d. Kde. d. Morgenal. 19, 2 (Leipzig 1932).

12. Abhandlungen der PreuRischen Akademie der Wisseschaften, Jahrgang 1915, Phil.-hist. Kl., Abhandlung 8
(Berlin 1916).

13. Die Medzin im Islam, in: Handbuch der Orientalistik, 1. Abt., Erginzungsbd. VI, 1. Abschnitt (Leiden/Ksln
1970).

14. Die Natur- und Geheimwissenschafien im Islam (Leiden/Ksln 1972) (ebd. 2. Abschn.).

15. Leiden 1970.

16. Leiden 1971.
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27. Ullmann (wie Anm. 14) S. 87 ff; Sezgin (wie Anm. 16), S. 166 f.
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29. Ebd,, S. 91.
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34. Sezgin (wie Anm. 16), S. 204.

35. Vgl. Anm. 12.
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