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The quality of the residential environment is one of the most important factors in improving the quality
of life and well-being of rural communities. This study investigates the quality of the residential environ-
ment in rural areas around Shiraz. The research method is descriptive-analytical and it is applied in terms
of purpose. The data is collected from documentary and field methods. The statistical population of
the study consisted of households living in and local managers of fourteen peri-urban villages in Shiraz

Key words: county. The sample size was 398 rural households (370) and community managers (28). Descriptive and
Quality of residen- © inferential statistics were used for data analysis. This was done with SPSS software. The results showed
tial environment, © that the quality of the residential environment in the villages under study was below average. In terms
Peri-urban villages, ¢ of indices surveyed, there is a significant difference between sample villages. In addition, the results
Rural development, ¢ indicate that environmental health and safety-security indices have the highest and lowest contribution
Shiraz county i tothe quality of residential environment.
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Extended Abstract dents perceive different aspects of the living environment
in different places is essential to the sustainable develop-
1. Introduction ment process. Accordingly, it should be noted that any
planning and policy formulation to improve the quality
nsuring optimal environmental qual- of the living environment needs to be based on an un-
ity in rural areas requires attention to its derstanding and analysis of the current state of the living
dimensions, including the quality of the environment and the factors affecting its improvement.
living environment. Currently, the resi- Such awareness helps to recognize and study this dimen-
dential environment is one of the most sion of rural areas and take effective steps towards the
important parts in which people spend a lot of time in sustainable development of rural areas. Accordingly, the
their lives. Therefore, an awareness of the way the resi-
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present study assesses the quality of residential environ-
ment in the villages located in suburban areas of Shiraz.

2. Methodology

The present study is an applied study conducted using
a descriptive-analytical methodology. The data were col-
lected from documentary and field methods including a
review of the literature to determine related factors and
indicators and questionnaires to collect field data. The re-
search population included the heads of households and
local managers of peri-urban villages located in Shiraz.
Based on the 20-year population growth criterion and the
referral models, 46 villages were identified as peri-urban
villages, and then according to criteria such as the pres-
ence of the rural governor office in the village, the number
of households and population, distance from cities and
spatial distribution, 30% of villages (14 villages) were se-
lected as the research sample.

The sample size for local managers in each sample vil-
lage was 2 persons. Besides, the sample size for resident
households was determined using Cochran's method. To
this end, out of a total of 9595 resident households (based
on 2016 statistics), 370 households were determined as
the sample size. The face validity of the research indica-
tors and variables was confirmed and checked by faculty
members from different universities (20 people) as well
as researchers (15 people) in the field of rural planning
studies.

The data were analyzed using descriptive and inferential
statistics (one-sample t-test, independent samples t-test,
Pearson-Kendall correlation, and stepwise regression
analysis).

3. Results

It was shown that 70.9% of the respondents were male
and 29.1% were female. The average age and length of
stay in the village are 40.55 years and 37.29 years, re-
spectively. Besides, most respondents had secondary edu-
cation. The participants were divided into four groups in
terms of occupation. The service occupational group had
the highest frequency (33.92%). One sample t-test was
run to assess the quality of the living environment. The
results showed that the two indicators of people and so-
cial relations, as well as the index of security and tranquil-
ity were above average, but other indicators were below
average. The significance level shows that except for
the residential unit space index, where the alpha value is
higher than 0.05, the significance level for other indica-
tors was lower than 0.05 and thus they were reliable. It
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was also observed that the indicators of access to services
and facilities were in a more unfavorable position com-
pared to other indicators.

4. Discussion

The results showed that peri-urban areas are below aver-
age in terms of environmental quality indicators, as indi-

cated in previous studies (Alizadeh & Alizadeh, 2014; Gha-
dermarzi et al. 2013; Jomehpour & Tahmasebi Tehrani, 2013;

Khorasani & Rezvani, 2013; Dehghani, 2019). The results also
showed that the quality of the living environment is signif-
icantly different in the peri-urban areas. This finding was

consistent with the observations made by Khorasani and

Rezvani (2013) and Jomehpour and Tahmasebi Tehrani (2013)
who showed a significant difference in terms of viability
and quality of life in peri-urban villages located in Vara-
min and Shahriar, respectively. This study also confirmed
the greater impact of the environmental health index in
explaining the quality of the living environment in peri-
urban villages located in Shiraz.

5. Conclusion

Peri-urban areas, due to their location, have many dif-
ferences from other villages, and are also involved in
various problems and issues that have been formed due to
their location in the ecological and socio-economic area
of the city. These conditions require that the dimensions
and structure of these areas be considered more carefully.
One of these factors is the constituent and effective struc-
ture and the quality of the living environment because
people spend most of their time in it. This study assessed
the quality of peri-urban villages located in Shiraz. Some
suggestions are offered in order to improve the quality
of the living environment in the study area as follows:
making investment and providing government-banking
facilities to improve and develop the physical compo-
nents of the quality of the living environment; providing
the context for the participation of the local community in
improving the quality of the housing environment (espe-
cially because the index of residence and social relations
in the villages will provide a good potential to benefit
from their participation and improve the housing system);
creating and developing facilities and services according
to the population threshold (because some villages do not
have access to necessary services fitting their population
threshold); accelerating and monitoring the correct imple-
mentation of rural physical projects; and increasing the
level of awareness of local management (rural councils
and governors) about the importance of improving the
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quality of housing in the process of sustainable rural de-
velopment.
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