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Multifunctional Agriculture Development requires an understanding of regional conditions before making
any decisions or planning. The purpose of this descriptive survey study was to investigate the status of agri-
culture in Dehloran Township, llam province, based on three functions of multifunctional agriculture: produc-
tion of food, environmental function and rural function. The population comprised of agricultural experts
at Agricultural Jihad Organization and related offices in Dehloran Township (N=25) and farmers (N=5517)
from which 365 individuals were selected from five districts of Markazi, Moosian, Dasht abas, Zarin Abad and
Meimeh, according to Morgan table and using simple random sampling technique. Data were collected using
a researcher-made questionnaire. The data were analyzed using the Prescott-Allen segmentation as well as
the prioritization of variables by calculating the critical degree. It can be said that based on Prescott-Allen's
agriculture division, Dehloran Township is, on average, multifunctional and agricultural utility of this township

Key words: © s almost undesirable in terms of environmental function and average in rural and productive functions. In
Multifunctional terms of production and rural functions, the rural function was better than the production function. Accord-
agriculture, pro- © ingto the results, there were differences between the districts in terms of the three functions. It is necessary
duction function, that multifunctional agricultural development planners pay particular attention to the variables associated
environmental with each function appropriate to each district, especially the critical variables, so that by identifying the re-
function, rural : sources, facilities, problems, bottlenecks and constraints of each district, they can enhance agricultural func-
function : tions and facilitate the development of multi-functional agriculture in Dehloran Township.
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Extended Abstract velopment signifies the transition from the era of produc-

tivity to trans-productivity, and emphasizes that agricul-

1. Introduction ture is not only the production of food and fiber, but also

provides a variety of functions, including environmental

ultifunctional agriculture (MFA) as the protection, providing vision, biodiversity conservation,

new paradigm of sustainable rural de- participation in socio-economic survival of rural commu-
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nities and food security. Until now, there are no proper
strategies for developing and implementing this type of
agriculture in developing countries, so we are still observ-
ing productivity-based agricultural systems. In this study,
we can see that Dehloran Township agriculture is only
at the stage of productivity and has paid less attention to
other aspects and functions of agriculture. Multifunction-
al Agriculture Development requires an understanding of
regional conditions before making any decisions or plan-
ning. Without knowing the exact situation, any long-term,
medium-term and even short-term planning will not work

properly.
2. Methodology

This research is a quantitative research paradigm, and
in terms of purpose, it is practical. The purpose of this
descriptive survey study was to investigate the status of
agriculture in Dehloran Township, Ilam province, based
on three functions of multifunctional agriculture: pro-
duction of food, environmental function and rural func-
tion. The population comprised of agricultural experts
at Agricultural Jihad Organization and related offices in
Dehloran Township (N=25) and Farmers (N=5517) from
which 365 individuals were selected from five districts of
Markazi, Moosian, Dasht abas, Zarin Abad and Meimeh,
according to Morgan table and using simple random sam-
pling technique. Data were collected using a research-
er-made questionnaire. The variables related to three
functions of multifunctional agriculture were finalized
according to the experience of other multifunctional agri-
culture research and then by expert opinion in the form of
38 variables and 136 items. The data were analyzed using
the Prescott-Allen segmentation as well as the prioritiza-
tion of variables by calculating the critical degree.

3. Results

It can be said that based on Prescott-Allen's agriculture
division, Dehloran Township is, on average, multifunc-
tional and agricultural utility is almost undesirable in en-
vironmental function and average in rural and productive
functions. In terms of production and rural functions, the
rural function was better than the production function. So
in the production function study, the Markazi, Musian
and Dasht Abbas districts were in a moderate condition
of utility, and Zarrinabad and Meymeh districts were in
an almost undesirable condition. Also, variables related
to agricultural, horticultural, livestock and fishery status,
production variability, the form of farms, commercial
production, agricultural techniques, production inten-
sity and production of non-food products were the most
critical variables of the production function. On the other
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hand, regarding environmental studies as one of the most
important and effective functions in multifunctional agri-
culture, the situation studied was almost undesirable, ex-
cept for Meymeh district which was in a moderate state of
desirability. Considering all the districts studied, the char-
acteristics of the water used in agriculture, soil character-
istics, energy used in agriculture and pest management,
health input, animal welfare and vegetation were in a
similar but critical situation. Also, the rural function of the
five districts studied was in the same similar position so
that in all districts the status was assessed to be moderate.

4. Discussion

Multifunctional agriculture assessment in Dehloran
Township shows that farmers have taken small steps in
multifunctional paths, but still, the action, thinking, deci-
sion-making and tendency of most agricultural stakehold-
ers towards agricultural productivity has been unsatisfac-
tory. However, productivity-based agriculture is also not
on the right track for multifunctional and sustainable agri-
culture. Therefore, the issue of multifunctional agricultur-
al development should be accompanied by the necessary
justification of agricultural development authorities and
planners. Because the large differences between districts
in terms of the triple functions require multifunctional ag-
ricultural development planners to pay particular attention
to the variables associated with each function appropriate
to each district, especially the critical variables.

5. Conclusion

Dehloran Township, in addition to its long distance
from multi-functional agriculture, faces numerous prob-
lems in agriculture, natural resources, environment and
economic situation. If nothing is done to alleviate these
problems and fix them, more problems will affect the cur-
rent and future generation of agriculture and rural areas
of this Township. By identifying the resources, facilities,
problems, bottlenecks and constraints of each district,
one can enhance agricultural functions and facilitate the
development of multi-functional agriculture in Dehloran
Township. Therefore, this research can be the basis for
future research with proper planning appropriate to the
conditions of the region for the development of multi-
functional agriculture. Future research can address the un-
derdevelopment of multi-functional agriculture by identi-
fying expandable functions, identifying multi-functional
agricultural development strategies and prioritizing these
strategies.
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