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Weak rural development strategies, climate change issues and successive droughts in the province of South
Khorasan over the past decades caused about half of the rural settlements to be completely empty of hu-
man population. Due to this issue, the main question of this research is “What are the security consequences
of population evacuation of rural settlements in South Khorasan province?” In terms of purpose, the present
research is an applied study, and in terms of method of data collection and analysis, it is a descriptive survey,
which has been done in the framework of the Delphi method stages. Using purposive sampling, partici-
pants or Delphi panel members selected from related experts equal 35 people. In order to formulate Delphi
propositions, using an exploratory approach, two focus group sessions were held and 12 members of the
Delphi panel participated in each session. Delphi survey stopped after two rounds, right after reaching an ac-
ceptable consensus among Delphi panel members. Descriptive tests include mean, standard deviation and

Key words: mean rank used to analyze the results of the Delphi survey as well as Kendall's coefficient of concordance
Security Conse- used to examine the level of consensus among participants. Based on the findings of the Delphi exploration
quences, Rural- : stage, 22 propositions were identified as consequences of population evacuation of rural settlements in
Urban Migration, South Khorasan province. In summary, the most important research results are: endangering the order and
Population security of migrant cities, disruption of public safety and social security in rural areas, the difficulty of law
Evacuation, Rural : enforcement management in human and natural disasters in rural area, increased crime and security gaps in
Geography, Delphi rural areas, the unsustainability of food security and threatening the economic security of rural businesses
Method © onaregional scale.

Copyright © 2021, Journal of Rural Research. This is an open-access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution-noncommer-
cial 4.0 International License which permits copy and redistribute the material just in noncommercial usages, provided the original work is properly cited.

Extended Abstract settlements against the phenomenon of immigration is

one of the most important signs of unsustainability in ru-

1. Introduction ral geography. Achieving sustainable security in a rural

area requires the dynamism of development processes in

epopulation of rural settlements, es- economic, social, cultural, political and environmental

pecially the un-resilience of small rural dimensions. In this context, rural security is recognized
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as one of the fundamental elements for achieving sus-
tainable rural development. It can be said that security
and development have reciprocal and bilateral relation-
ships; so that, without security, sustainable development
will not be achieved and in the absence of standards of
social welfare and environmental sustainability, security
will not be achieved. South Khorasan province due to its
geographical location in the arid region of eastern Iran has
been severely and negatively affected by climate change
and persistent droughts in recent decades. This situation
along with pervasive poverty has led to the uncontrolled
growth of rural-urban migration; more than half of the vil-
lages have completely lost their population and become
uninhabited. On the one hand, this has caused the evacu-
ation of about half of the villages in the province, and on
the other hand, it has caused many social problems in the
cities as destinations of immigrants; therefore, the main
objective of the present research is identifying the types
of mentioned consequences and analyzing them from the
perspective of related experts and specialists.

2. Methodology

In terms of purpose, the present research is an applied
study, and in terms of method of data collection and anal-
ysis, it is a descriptive survey, which has been done in the
framework of the Delphi method stages. Using purposive
sampling, participants or Delphi panel members selected
from related experts equal 35 people. In order to formulate
Delphi propositions, adopting an exploratory approach,
two focus group sessions were held and in each session,
12 members of the Delphi panel participated. Delphi
survey stopped after two rounds, right after reaching an
acceptable consensus among Delphi panel members. De-
scriptive tests include mean, standard deviation and mean
rank were used to analyze the results of the Delphi survey,
and Kendall's coefficient of concordance was used to ex-
amine the level of consensus among participants.

3. Results

Based on the research results, the most important secu-
rity implications due to the abandonment of rural settle-
ments in rural areas of South Khorasan province (origin
of migration) are:

* The stagnation of the agricultural sector in the region
and the unsustainability of food security;

» Weakening of the security of cultural and historical
heritage in rural areas;
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* Robbery and vandalism against public property and
infrastructure in rural areas;

« Increased tension and conflict over water and other re-
sources among villagers;

» Weakening of security and the feeling of security
among people living in rural areas;

* Reducing spatial mobility of the population as a secu-
rity factor in rural areas;

* The difficulty of law enforcement management in hu-
man and natural disasters in rural areas;

» The unsustainability of economic security of rural
businesses;

* Increasing the opportunity for crime against the envi-
ronment and natural resources in rural areas;

* Providing backyard for criminals and terrorists;

 Weakening of police affairs in the realm of rural ge-
ography;

* Increasing the vulnerability of rural settlements against
natural and man-made disasters;

* Increase in crimes of theft of livestock, agricultural
farm products and rural property;

» Decreasing the possibility of public participation in po-
licing affairs and informal social control;

* Instability of investment in rural economy and devel-
opment;

« Instability of financial security in the economy and ru-
ral development.

In addition, the most important consequences of rural
abandonment in cities as the main destination of rural im-

migrants are:

* Increase informal settlements and slums in cities as a
destination for rural migrants

« Increasing the cost of creating public security in urban
areas

* The growth of social disorder and tension in cities
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» Accumulation of poverty and reduction of social resil-
ience in cities

* Informal economic growth in the cities of the region

* Increase in crime and social harm in migrant urban
areas

* Increase in crime and social problems in urban areas

* Increase in drug trafficking crimes due to the geo-
graphical location of the province

* Increase in drug trafficking offenses due to the proxim-
ity of the province to Afghanistan

* Increase in drug trafficking crimes due to the geo-
graphical location of South Khorasan

4. Discussion

However, a high consensus was reached among the par-
ticipants regarding the identified consequences. Never-
theless, the ranking of the statements shows that from the
perspective of Delphi panel members, compared to rural
areas, the severity of the negative consequences of rural
abandonment is felt more in urban areas. It seems that the
accumulation of issues arising from rural-urban migration
can challenge all aspects of urban security. Therefore, the
continuation of rural abandonment and depopulation of
villages from human population challenges the achieve-
ment of sustainable development and sustainable security
in this region of the country.

5. Conclusion

According to the research results, it is very important
to pay attention to the following considerations: Applying
strategies to deal with climate change in accordance with
the geographical conditions of South Khorasan province;
revision of macro policies in rural development; design
and implementation of programs to restore degraded and
damaged ecosystems in rural areas; prioritization of sus-
tainable rural livelihoods to prevent rural-urban migra-
tion.
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