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Abstract

Today, the issue of residential mobility in different parts of the city has
been considered due to the inevitable cause and effect relationship
between urban migration and the socio-spatial structure of the city,
especially in the analysis of the social ecology of cities.The aim of current
research is An analysis of the How and reasons for the residence of the
rural migrants arrived at the beginning of the arrival in Bojnourd and
their Residential Mobility in the later stages of initial stay. The type of
research method is a descriptive- analytical method where the required
data are collected through a survey (questionnaire). The samples are
chosen by a categorized probabilic sampling method. The sample size is
384 people that were determined by the Cochran Test. The research unit
was household, so samples were selected from household heads. The
collected data were analyzed using descriptive statistics and inferential
statistical tests such as chi-square test and SPSS software.The research
findings show that in terms of primary residence, 67.5 percent of these
people are settled in outer texture of entering, 37.8 percent in the
northeast, and 29.6 percent in the southwest of city of
residence.Regarding the reason for settling on arrival, the majority of
entered immigrants, i.e. 43.8 percent of respondents, mentioned that the
cheaper prices or rental housing is the main reason to choose these areas
for their residence. Residential mobility in the after of primary residence
is mainly carried out within similar income areas.
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Introduction

Today, the issue of both migration and
residential mobility has been paid more
attention in different parts of the city due to
the inevitable cause and effect relationship
between urban migration and the socio-spatial
structure of the city, especially in the analysis
of urban social ecology. In this matter, the
arrival of rural immigrants along with their
initial residence on the outskirts of the city,
and their post-residence mobility have a
significant impact to form some aspects such
as the suburban areas, the transformation of
the social areas, and the social ecology of the
city. The selection of out-of-town areas by
immigrants often determines some irregular
expansion of the city due to a lack of sufficient
financial resources to looking for inexpensive
housing and land. The immigrants who
initially reside in the suburbs of the city
without first having legal facilities and permits
to build, after a while, they attempt to obtain
some facilities as a citizen within the city's
legal limits.

In this regard, Bojnourd city, especially after
the formation of North Khorasan province in
2004 and its promotion to the center of the
province, has become a popular attraction in
the region, in which the migration process
from the villages and other cities of the
province have noticeably intensified. The
initial residence of most of these immigrants in
the suburbs has caused to form informal
residences around the city. Therefore, the
current research is conducted to explore the
effective causes and motivations to choose a
residence upon arrival in the city, as well as
their relocation to the next stages of residence
in the mentioned city.

Methodology

The research method is performed in a
descriptive-analytical way, where the required
data is gathered through a survey
(questionnaire). To do so, the stratified
random sampling method was employed. As
such, Bojnourd is first divided into three
physical regions (including central, middle
and outer contexts). Moreover, the city has
also been divided into four main directions of
northeast, northwest, southeast and southwest
in another subdivision to determine the
geographical directions of the residences of
the immigrants. Then, the number and

percentage of immigrants entering each of
these areas were specified and then the
obtained results were analyzed by some
descriptive and inferential statistical methods
using SPSS software. Here, Cochran’s formula
384 calculates the minimum sample size. To be
sure, the sample size has been increased to
408 individuals. It should be noted that as the
sample was household survey, the samples
were chosen from the heads of household.

Results and Discussion

The results of this study indicated that about
67.5% of those immigrants who arrived at the
first arrival chose the exterior texture for their
initial place of residence, out of the three
available (central, middle and outer) textures.
In terms of geographic location, 37.8 percent
of immigrants reside at the northwest, whereas
29.6 percent at the southwest, so that two
geographies generally contain 67.4 percent.
Among the factors of the residential mobility
after initial residence, 31% of households
mentioned the reason for their relocation in
order to improve their financial status. After
this, the factor in getting closer to relatives
was 20.7% of the major contributors to
migration. It should be mentioned that among
the initial residence selection factors upon
arrival, this mentioned factor also had a
relatively significant percentage (27.8%). In
addition to two factors mentioned above, other
factors such as: deterioration of home and
previous residence, the lack of utilities and
services, the lack of social, economic and
cultural inequality, as well as the reduced
income levels, have been effective to relocate
the families. Ultimately, in some cases,
however, partial relocation of households
from the higher income areas to the lower
income areas has also occurred, which could
be interpreted due to a decline in household
income, job losses, and employment in lower-
income jobs. This implies to 2.24 percent of
households relocation from northwestern
middle-income to lower-income northwest.

Conclusion

The initial residence of immigrants in the
suburbs is a well-known issue. This issue can
be described due to the fact that the rural
migrants are often employed in informal jobs
at the time of migration while they do not have
sufficient financial resources. As land and
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rent-prices in suburban areas are often lower
than in other areas, immigrants are more
probably to live in these mentioned areas.
Moreover, they more prefer to settle near their
relatives and acquaintances, due to the lack of
awareness of the living conditions in the city
and the need for help and guidance from other
people, which will gradually bring to
aggregate the immigrants together from rural
along outskirts of the cities.

Often, immigrants are often better off and
more stable in terms of working and income
conditions after residing in the chosen city.
This increases their ability to live better in the
residential neighborhoods and homes. Of
course, the results of this paper on the
relocation of immigrants between the income
areas show that most of the immigrants have

relocated within the same income area. In
other words, the financial situation of most
rural immigrants has not improved enough to
relocate them from their initial residence to
higher-income areas. The results of the study
confirmed that a large proportion of rural
immigrants settled in Bojnourd on the
outskirts and slums of the northwest and
southeast of the city. This reflects the fact that
these areas have the potential for
indiscriminate physical development as well as
the formation of informal residences. As a
result, it is suggested that urban management
bodies, especially the municipality, should
prevent the formation and expansion of such
residences in two mentioned areas using
urban land use monitoring implementations.
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