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ABSTRACT

Border communities are currently under pressure from global change. This pressure is both inland
and out of land, which has challenged the development of these areas and has put residents in the
throes of development. Previous experience with the approaches and theories of development of
border regions shows that development in these areas is challenging. Accordingly, it is necessary
to make changes in the type of perceptions and tendencies in this field.

The border regions of Iran are part of the national territorial arena which, due to their geographical
location, have distinct conditions in terms of development indicators. These areas, although in a
sustainable systemic attitude, should complement inland failures, but because of the conflicts and
disruption they pose a growing threat to the security and integrity of the land. Accordingly, the
issue of this study is how the spatial structure of residence and activity in frontier and inland areas
is based on development indicators and what pattern does it follow?

Based on the research problem, the research method is descriptive-analytical. In the description
section, relying on statistical sources, it describes a few quantities, and then in the analysis section,
it mainly classifies secondary analysis using the status quo matrix using multi-criteria decision-
making techniques. Key development indicators and indicators are also defined for each zone.

The results show that the study areas have many descriptive differences in indices and indicators.
The pattern of development in Iran starts from the Caspian coastal border region as a center of
development. It then heads northwest and northeast. Then through the central part of Iran, it
connects to the center of development of the southern border of the country. Underdeveloped
centers are also located on both sides of central Iran. The eastern, western and southeastern border
regions of Iran have not been developed.

Copyright©2021, Geography and Development. This is an open-access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution-
noncommercial 4.0 International License which permits copy and redistribute the material just in noncommercial usages, provided the original

work is properly cited.

Extended Abstract The placement of phenomena in space is influenced

1- Introduction

by human or natural processes that are accidental
or intentional in nature. Deliberate dispersal is the

patial pattern is a visual structure result of human role-playing and intervention, and
of the placement and distribution is rarely done by nature in the short term. The
of objects on the earth surface. randomness of the scattering of phenomena is
This phenomenon is used to influenced by nature and is rarely done by humans
disperse geographical phenomena. in the long run. In general, geographical

landscapes of concentration or dispersion create a
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Iran, these actions are regulated by security issues.
The pattern of living and working in the border
areas of lIran is such that it has made them
vulnerable. This pattern of housing and activity
has challenged the development process. In the
border areas of Iran, the pattern of settlement and
activity is influenced by the prevailing political,
economic, security and geopolitical conditions.
These areas are associated with the concept of
borders and the actions that result from them.
According to the above explanations, the spatial
system of residence and activity in the border
areas of Iran has been studied and analyzed
according to the indicators and indicators of
development. Also, these indicators and indicators
are compared with other geographical regions of
Iran and the model of spatial development in Iran
is presented.

2-Methods and Mterial

The research method in this research is
descriptive-analytical. In the description section,
statistical yearbooks are referred to. In the analysis
section, wusing secondary analyzes and the
formation of the status quo matrix, using multi-
criteria decision-making techniques, the options
have been ranked.

3-Results and Discussion

The options were identified using the studied
indicators in the border provinces and central parts
of Iran. Therefore, Iran province is divided into
border and peripheral parts. According to the
natural, social and cultural homogeneity, all the
studied spaces are divided into 7 regions. Border
region includes: Northwest border region (East
and West Azerbaijan and Ardabil province), West
border region (Kurdistan and Kermanshah
provinces), Southwest border region (llam and
Khuzestan provinces), South border region
(Bushehr and Hormozgan coastal provinces), It is
the eastern border region (Sistan and Baluchestan
and South Khorasan provinces), the northeastern
border region (Khorasan Razavi, North Khorasan
and Golestan provinces) and the northern coastal
border region (Mazandaran and Gilan provinces).
Thus, taking into account the domestic provinces
of the country, 8 functional regions are the basis

for a comparative comparison of development
indicators.

First, ten indicators and indicators were analyzed.
Then, for each of the options, Friedman test was
used to identify the differences between each
region to obtain different levels of enjoyment
between the eight regions.

Thus, the spatial structure of residence and activity
in Iran was obtained based on the indicators of
development of border and non-border areas,
which shows the unbalanced situation between
them. The border areas of the northern coasts have
the most. This region, as a center of development,
is decreasing with a tendency towards
northwestern and northeastern border areas. Also,
this region is connected to the border coastal
development center in the south of Iran through
the development corridor inside Iran. Accordingly,
the centers of underdevelopment are distributed on
both sides of the central corridor, ie the border
areas of the east, west and southeast of the
country. Accordingly, the spatial structure of
habitation and activity has significant differences
not only between border areas but also between
border and non-border (internal) areas.

4-Conclusion

Findings show that the spatial structure of housing
and activity in the country based on the indicators
of development in Iran, follows an unbalanced
pattern. Since the modeling of Iran's spatial
development is focused and emphasizes the
centers of development, so the spatial structure of
residence and activity in Iran is not only different
between border areas, but also shows a significant
difference between border and inland areas. Thus,
the unfavorable trend of development flow in the
border and non-border areas of Iran does not show
equal and balanced conditions. Therefore, there is
a kind of dichotomy between the internal and
border regions of Iran. So that the eastern and
western border areas of Iran in comparison with
non-border areas and other border areas of Iran,
especially in the northwest and northeast have the
maximum difference.

Keywords: Development, Border areas, Iran,
Residence model, Activity.
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