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1. Introduction

Tourism is one of the largest and most profitable industries in the world and is used as a
development strategy in many countries. The tourism industry is the main source of income and
employment in many countries. It also contributes to the growth of non-governmental industries and
infrastructure development.

Given the importance of the tourism industry in the economic development of countries, it is
necessary to identify different types of this industry and pay special attention to the more important
types. Sports tourism is one of the growing and popular types of the tourism industry, which has
emerged from the link between tourism and sports. Sports tourism is a formal or informal journey that
people make for entertainment like watching sports matches. This type of tourism has become one of
the important business and economic strategies for income, employment, and infrastructure
development in many counties. Statistical data show that the countries with good sports tourism
conditions contribute to a large part of their economy by this type of tourism. However, sports tourism
can have implications for tourist areas that may benefit from or incur the costs of this development.

One of the ways to develop sports tourism is to recognize and use the factors affecting its
development. Tourist attractions such as high mountains, snow-covered areas, waterfalls, large rivers,
etc. are among the potentials that can be used to develop sports tourism. The purpose of this study is
to identify the potentials of sports tourism and ways to develop them in the study area.

2. Methodology

The present research was an applied study. It was conducted based on documentary-survey sources
(researcher-made questionnaires). Using the available resources in the field of study, the most
important components and criteria affecting the future opportunities and capabilities of sports tourism
in Lorestan province were explored. In this regard, due to the diversity of contributing factors and to
determine the consensus of thematic and local experts on each of the factors and the importance of
each, the criteria have been reduced based on their importance. In this regard, the factors affecting
sports tourism were identified by the experts by the Delphi questionnaire, and the data were analyzed
using Mick Mac software.

3. Discussion

The findings showed that out of a total of 22 factors, 3 factors were in the cluster of dependent
variables, 2 variables were in the intermediate cluster, 5 variables were in the cluster of independent
variables, and 12 variables were in the cluster of key variables. This shows the diversity of key drivers
in creating opportunities commensurate with tourism potentials. In other words, from the total of
mentioned variables, 50% of the drivers are strategic (key) drivers.

Of the total effective factors in creating opportunities commensurate with the capabilities of sports
tourism, 54.5% were in the cluster of tourism opportunities, and 45.4% in the cluster of sports tourism
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and 9.09% were in the cluster of neutral variables.

In trrms ff ‘rreer il ty’, tee fectrrs ff “trrr immitttt ifiaatinn ddd ttt ra-regional, national and
itt ettt illll -ttt wrrkigg®, ‘iffrrmttinn ddd vvwrrtiiigg ttt iiee tee rggi’’’, ‘rrrrr riii ty mkkigg
appropriate with the capability of sports-rrittt dd trrr imn, ‘ivvsstigg in rrrr ts trrr immin rrssttt ddd
fttrr”’, ‘trrr immvvvllmmuat 111 iiiss ddd ttrtt ggiss’, ‘trrr immiiii ssss mllll  ddd ttrttt rr’” wrre
kyy fectir.. Tee fectrr ff ‘rriiii gg (yymlll iztti))) ddd fmne ff rrrr ts trrr immddd ttt rre trrr imm
ddd ‘ccmmyyyyigg trrr itts yy rrvviii gg free ieeett ivss ddd fecilitiss’ cecttt fir tee eeeettttt fectrr,
rriee’ ddd ‘ttt illll dddittrrett illll ggeeeiss’ wrrce ciiii 11T aa ai ieeeee eeeee ecctrr TT da allaaatinn
of advertising funds is considered as a neutral or intermediate factor.

In trrms ff ‘aaiiii lity’, tee fectrrs ff “trrr immittiii liztti’>” , ‘tttrectiveeess frr ttt -of-province
trrr itts with tee rrirrity ff iii grrrer igg trrr itt”’, ‘aaagge ff iid frmmggrilll trre to trrr imn, ‘tee
impact of beneficiaries in the vvvilmmutt ff rrrr ts trrr imm, ‘ieeeee eeeve trrr immi, ‘mmum ddd
tourism (sports, natural tourism, ecotourism, geo-trrr imm)” wrre ff tee kyy feetrr.. ‘1l ddd
indigenous cultural-cccill recttt inn ff trrr imm wss a eeeettttt  fectrr, ddd ‘iii ttigg aacccity of
trrr immttrttt e’ ddd ‘gvvrrmnitt 11 -eeeettttt ittt ittt illll  kkillfll riiii rmnttt >* wrre ieeeee eeeee
factors.

4. Conclusion

Sports tourism is an emerging capability that has favorable spatial outcomes at sectoral, territorial,
and organizational levels. This capability will have an objective-spatial reflection as a potential
advantage when it creates an opportunity appropriate for this capability. In this regard, identifying the
effective factors in the spatial development of sports tourism capabilities and future opportunities are
essential. Therefore, 22 effective factors and drivers in utilizing the capabilities were identified and
aaalyz... In tiis rggrr,, mnggg tee vrrilll ss ‘rrrrr riii ty’ ddd ‘aaiiii lity’, tee mttt iffltttt ill
factors in the currttt fff f ffrrs sitttt iff ff ffff ft trrr imowrrt tvv verilll © reeere i ty” with %%%%%
ddd tee vrrilll e ‘aaiiii lity” with %%% %P4 s iiii aatss tttt sssiite tee rrrr ts trrr immaaiiii litiss in
tee eeeettnn vvvvieee, tee vrrilll e ‘rrrrr riii ty’ sss a kyy rll e in future planning and achieving the
desired spatial organization of sports tourism. The findings of the present study fill a gap in the
research background, which can be considered in sports tourism.

Major clustering of the effective factors in opportunities and the capabilities of sports tourism
indicates that key drivers with 54% were significant. Independent variables with 23%, dependent with
14%, and intermediate variables with 9% were of the other contributing factors. Distribution analysis
and the distribution of drivers by key, independent, dependent, and neutral factors indicates that the
key factors that should be considered by planners and policymakers in formulating and designing
spatial development scenarios for sports tourism are equally distributed in both variables of
‘rrrrr miii ty” ddd ‘aaiiii lity’. Tii s issee (tee aaaal ii vrriity ff tee kyy rrivrr)) is 11 oo a wwwfiiii gg
that can be considered in future planning related to sports tourism. Besides, among the key factors and
drivers in the opportiii ty vrrilll ,, ‘tttrcctiveeess fectrrs frr ttt -of-province tourists with the priority
ff iii grrrr igg trrr itt”” ddd in tee aaiiii lity vrrilll e ff “trrr immitttt ity ddd ttt ra-regional, national
iiii iirrtet i1l -ttt wrrkigg’ vvvt tmm it imccct.
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Table 1. Effective factors in creating opportunities commensurate with the capabilities of sports
tourism
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Table 2. Clustering of factors affecting opportunity creation commensurate with the capabilities of
sports tourism
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Fig 4. Clustering of effective factors in creating opportunities commensurate with the capabilities of
sports tourism
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Fig 5. Macro clustering of effective factors in creating opportunities commensurate with the
capabilities of sports tourism
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Fig 6. Distribution of drivers in terms of tourism capabilities and opportunities
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