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Abstract

The right to seek asylum recognized as a fundamental human right, encompasses
international protection of people seeking asylum. Protection of children's right to
asylum, particularly for unaccompanied minors (UAMS) who are at risk of several
physical and psychological problems on the forced migration route, is one of the
challenging issues. This paper attempts to answer this question that to what extent
international refugee law and European refugee law are providing international
protection for unaccompanied and separated refugee children? In this study, the
rights of asylum-seeking children and particularly their right to family reunification
have been examined according to international documents. Further, it deals with
recent European Union instruments concerning legalization of protection of UAMs
and affirmation of the family reunion right to represent the UAMSs best interest
principle. Children as the most vulnerable group of refugees are known to be half of
the global refugee population, whom never has been included sufficiently in the
International Refugee Law instruments. Thus, there is no comprehensive
international binding instrument for their protection yet and there is no official
definition for UAMs in biding international instruments. Therefore, legislating a
comprehensive international convention about their protection is necessary.
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4. Stateless Persons
5. Convention Relating to the Status of Stateless Persons, September 28, 1954.
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1. Sexual and gender — based violence (SGBV)
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1. United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime
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1. The United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime, November 15, 2000.

2. Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children,
December 12, 2000.

3. Protocol against the Smuggling of Migrants by Land, Sea and Air, December 12, 2000.
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1. Non-Refoulment
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1. The Optional Protocol on the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography,
AJRES/54/263 of 25 May 2000.
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3. Human Rights Council resolution on Unaccompanied migrant children and adolescents and human
rights, A/IHRC/RES/36/5, 28 Sep 2017.
4. Gender - sensitive
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