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3. The Hague Convention Abolishing the Requirement of Legalization for Foreign Public

Documents
4. Apostille
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2. The title "Apostille (Convention de La Haye du 5 October 1961)" shall be in the French

language.
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1. Apostille
2. the ideal of the “one-step process”
3. multi-step process
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1. Public Document
2. The Convention applies only to public documents. As the Convention does not define
“public document”, the “public” nature of a document is left to be determined by the law of
the place where the document originates (i.e. the State of origin). Nonetheless, Article 1
provides some guidance as to types of documents that can be considered “public”. These
examples include documents emanating from an authority or official connected with a court
or tribunal of the Contracting Party (including documents issued by an administrative,
constitutional or ecclesiastical court or tribunal, a public prosecutor, a clerk or a process-
server); administrative documents; notarial acts; and official certificates which are placed on

documents signed by persons in their private capacity, such as official certificates recording
-
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the registration of adocument or the fact that it was in existence on a certain date and official
and notarial authentications of signatures. The main examples of public documents for which
Apostilles are issued in practice include birth, marriage and death certificates; extracts from
commercial registers and other registers and other registers; patents; court rulings; notarial
acts and attestations of signatures; academic diplomas issued by public institutions. Apostilles
may also be issued for certified copies of a public document. Although the Convention does
not strictly apply to documents executed by diplomatic or consular agents or to
administrative documents dealing directly with commercial or customs operations, these
Article 1(3) exclusions are to be interpreted extremely narrowly.

1.'Notarial acts’, n.d. : Action performed by a notary public in his or her official capacity,
such as in authenticating a document by witnessing it and placing the notarial seal on it.
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1. Public Document, actes publics

2. Official Documents, documents officiels

3. The present Convention shall apply to public documents which have been executed in the
territory of one Contracting State and which have to be produced in the territory of another
Contracting State. For the purposes of the present Convention, the following are deemed to
be public documents:

a) documents emanating from an authority or an official connected with the courts or
tribunals of the State, including those emanating from a public prosecutor, a clerk of a court
or a process-server (huissier de justice)

b) administrative documents;

¢) notarial acts;
-
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d) official certificates which are placed on documents signed by persons in their private
capacity, such as official certificate recording the registration of a document or the fact that
it was in existence on a certain date and official and notarial authentications of signatures.
However, the present Convention shall not apply;

a) to documents executed by diplomatic or consular agents;

b) to administrative documents dealing directly with commercial or customs operations.
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2. Diploma
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2. Federal Ministry of Foreign Affairs
3. The President judge of each court of first instance

4. Governor or other executive of each province
5. Attorney General
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1. Federal Document

2. Federal Office of Administration

3. The President of the Federal Patent Office

4. The president of the administrative tribunal of each state
5. The Minister of Justice

6. Minister of Interior

7. The President Judge of court of Appeal

8. The president judge of court of first instance

9 Cantonal Document

10 The clerk of court of each court of first instance in each province
11.The Authentication Officer of the Department of State
12 .Clerks of the Supreme Court

13 .The US court of Appeals

14 District Courts

15.The Court of Customs and Patent Appeals

16.The Court of International Trade
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1. Special Commission

2. Permanent bureau

3. Electronic Apostille Pilot Program (e-APP)

4. National Notary Association of the United States (NNA)
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