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Abstract

Muhammad ibn Zakaria al-Razi is one of the most challenging Thinkers in the history
of science in the Islamic world that the challenge to his character and views has
continued since his life. Regardless of the challenge of his philosophical or medical
views or lifestyle, one of these wide-ranging challenges is the discussion of Zakaria's
relationship with philosophical thought and his place and position in philosophy. On
the one hand, some consider the most important aspect of Razi's scientific personality
to be his medical dimension, and consider Razi's thoughts on philosophy and
theology as an exaggeration of his scientific personality and On the other hand some,
while accepting his position in medicine , consider the most important aspect of
Razi's scientific personality to be his philosophical-theological views In such a way
that he is compared to the scientists of the Enlightenment in free thought and
rationalism, and he is even considered the only philosopher in the Islamic world.
Now that the passage of time has made it easier to make biased judgments, the study
of Razi's surviving works shows that there is enough evidence (including: Razi's self-
defense, the multiplicity of philosophical writings, the presentation of novel ideas,
etc.) To call the Muhammad ibn Zakaria al-Razi as a philosopher and his difference
with other philosophers is not in his distance from philosophical thought, but in his
method and dissenting views on philosophical and theological issues.
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Introduction

Regarding Razi's position and scientific personality, we are faced with two opposing
views: a view that places him among the philosophers and a view that considers the
most important scientific aspect of Razi as his efforts in the field of medicine and does
not consider Muhammad ibn Zakaria worthy of the title of philosopher. The
beginning of this challenge goes back to the time of Razi's life, which prompted him
to write a book called "Philosophical life” to prove that he was a philosopher.

Now, with the passage of time and distance from the historical atmosphere of that
time and its desired and unwanted requirements, we have more opportunity to face
this challenge without love and hatred and try to study the writings, opinions and
thoughts of Razi, to recognize his place in philosophy.Now we can consider whether
Ibn Sina is really right In the sense that the most important aspect of Razi's scientific
personality is his medical dimension or we should reject Ibn Sina's opinion and
consider Razi's philosophical and theological thoughts as the most important aspect
of Razi's scientific personality.

This article seeks to examine these two perspectives. For this purpose, the structure
of the article will be as follows: first, a brief report of the opponents and supporters
of this statement that "Mohammad bin Zakaria Razi deserves the title of philosophet”
is presented, then refers to Razi's defense of himself. And in the last part, Razi's
relationship with the requirements of philosophical thought and the evidence for his
being a philosopher will be examined.

The view of the opponents

Contflict with Zakaria Razi's philosophical ideas is one of the most thought-provoking
phenomena in the history of science in the Islamic world. There has been a constant
effort to silence the voice of Muhammad ibn Zakaria al-Razi in Islamic countries for
centuries, and many people have either criticized Razi's books ot claimed that his
beliefs are Incorrect and corrupt.

In the text of the article mentions the names of these opponents. Among these,
the most famous and serious critic and opponent of Muhammad ibn Zakaria is Ibn
Sina. He criticizes some of Zakaria's views, such as his theory of pleasure, and also
bases his critique on Zakaria, believing that he is semi- philosopher physician who has
exceeded the limits of his scientific personality and interfered in theology and
philosophy. Other serious opponents of Razi include Ismaili thinkers

Perhaps it can be said that in addition to Abu Rihan al-Biruni, the only person who
mentions Razi as a philosopher is Shahrzuri in his book Nuzha al-Arwah, who writes:
"Razi knew ancient philosophy and sciences well and was smart and shrewd and
shrewdness, and he spent most of his time trying, thinking and knowing about those
who were below him.

The view of the proponents

As much as Razi's philosophical views were ignored and unlucky in his time and
centuries after his death, in recent decades he has been seriously considered and as a
genuine and Reformist philosopher has attracted the attention of scholars. Razi's
philosophical views and his special rationalism have been so fascinating and thought-
provoking for researchers that they have created memorable phrases in praise of Razi
and his intellectual and philosophical status. In such a way that Majed Fakhri in the
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book of the course of philosophy in the Islamic world mentions Muhammad ibn
Zakaria as the greatest dissident and reformist in the entire history of Islam.

Some scholars mention Razi as one of the few thinkers in the Islamic world who
believed in rationalism intellect and was the only one who thought in the true sense
of the Greek. And some compares him with the philosophers and scientists of the
Enlightenment. And some believe that "if philosophy is a science or intellectual
activity that has nothing to do with reason other than reason, then Muhammad ibn
Zakaria is the only philosopher in the Islamic world."

Evidence that Razi is a philosopher

In the text evidence and reasons has been cited that supports the view of those who
place Razi among the philosophers. These include the following evidence: 1-Razi’s
defense of himself. One of the proofs that Razi is a philosopher is the writing of the
book Al-Sira Al-Falsafiya. He wrote this work to defend himself against those who
denied that he was a philosopher 2- Variety and multiplicity of Razi philosophical
books. Fortunately, a list of Razi's philosophical and theological works is available
which is mentioned in the article. In addition to the multiplicity of philosophical
writings, there is another evidence that can indicate the important place of Razi in
philosophy, and that is the multiplicity of attention of thinkers to Razi's philosophical-
theological ideas and opinions.3- The high position and importance of philosophy in
Razi thought: Razi attaches such a status to philosophy that he considers philosophy
to be the only way to achieve happiness. He believes that philosophy is not just a
useful thing but a necessity that cannot be replaced and cannot be ignored

Result

Some consider Razi a physician and deem his philosophical-theological views
worthless and do not consider him worthy of the title of philosopher. But study of
Razi's works and the evidence presented in this article shows that Muhammad ibn
Zakaria Razi deserves the title of philosopher and the disregard for his philosophical
and theological views is more due to non-epistemic causes. Among these reasons are
Razi's opposition to some religious ideas and his opposition to Atristotelianism.
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