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ABSTRACT

Achieving a regional balance in line with the potentialities of each region is one of the enacted
policies of spatial survey. The policy of establishing new towns was put into practice to spread
the population of the country appropriately. The aim of the current study is to investigate the
role of new towns in making balance in the spatial-physical structure of the current and future
metropolitan city of Tehran as a case study. The main question was if the establishment of the
new towns surrounding Tehran would be effective in attracting population and developing bal-
ance in the region. The findings show that, except the new town of Andisheh in Tehran (attract-
ing 75% of the estimated population), the other towns surrounding Tehran have encountered
serious problem in attracting population. The study employed rank-size method to measure
the effect of new towns on the spatial-physical structure of the Tehran as a metropolitan city.
The software used was MicMac to analyze the scenario of developing spatial organization and
identifying the ranking of the new towns. Another finding of the study was that the new towns
did not have an effect on the balance of spatial-physical structure in Tehran, meaning that these
towns could not be very successful in attracting population. From 1986 to 2016, only 359.029
persons (2.4% of the population in the region) moved to these towns which is trivial consid-
ering the amount of investment. Therefore, preparing new policies and plans is imperative.
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