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The Status of the Holy Shrines in the Treaties of Iran and
the Ottoman Empire: from Amasya to Kordan

Hamideh Taghizadeh Sis*
Mohammad Taghi Emami Khoei?

Mohammad Kalhor®
Abstract

One of the consequences of the long wars between Iran and the
Ottoman Caliphate was the conclusion of numerous treaties and
compromises. Most of the concluded contracts were based on Amasya
agreement, in which it explicitly addresses the issue of holy shrines.
Here, we examine six peace treaties in which the issue of holy shrines
and the security of pilgrims are addressed. =~ The main issue of the
present study is to investigate the role and impact of the holy shrines and
holy places on the spread and influence of Shiism in the Ottoman
Empire. We also examine which of the agreements between the two
countries have clauses dedicated to the Iranian pilgrims to the holy
shrines and what obligations have the parties undertaken? The present
study shows that creating security for Iranian pilgrims to the holy shrines
and maintaining their sanctity has been one of the binding principles of
the treaties. The Ottomans also reciprocally demanded that the Iranian
Shiites refrain from cursing the three caliphs and Aisha, the wife of the
Prophet (PBUH).
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