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drink wine in the moonlight, my dear,
because the moon will revolve a long time and not find us.
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Perplext no more with Human or Divine,
To-morrow's tangle to the winds resign,
And lose your fingers in the tresses of
The Cypress-slender Minister of Wine
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It is morning, let us pour out the rose-red wine,
Smashing on the rocks the glass of fame and reputation:
Let us draw back from much projected hopes,

Turning towards long tresses and the strings of the harp.
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It is a bowl the Creative Reason casts,
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Pressing in tenderness a hundred kisses on its brim;
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This is an old inn whose name is ' The World',
It is the piebald resthouse of night and day:
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It is the resthouse for piebald of night and day!
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Think, in this batter'd Caravanserai
Whose Portals are alternate Night and Day,
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Each was anxiously asking,
‘Where is the potter, and the buyer and seller of pots?'
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The clay protested,

‘Stop it, you like me will be stamped on by many a foot.'
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And with its all-obliterated Tongue
It murmur'd—"Gently, Brother, gently, pray!”
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In the circle of the unfathomable sphere
Drink heartily, because the cup is going the round:
When your turn is reached, do not complain-
All are made to taste when this cup comes round.
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The globe is the image of a ball compacted of our bones,

The Oxus, a trickle of our distilled tears;
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Take care you tell no one this hidden secret,
‘No lily that withers will bloom again'.
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How Sultan after Sultan with his Pomp

Abode his destin'd Hour, and went his way
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Then even my buried Ashes such a snare
Of Vintage shall fling up into the Air
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Take the cup in your hand as the tulip at New Year does;
If you have the chance, gleefully gulp wine
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As then the Tulip for her morning sup
Of Heav'nly Vintage from the soil looks up,
Do you devoutly do the like, till Heav'n
To Earth invert you like an empty Cup.
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I sometimes think that never blows so red
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The Rose as where some buried Caesar bled:;
That every Hyacinth the Garden wears

Dropt in her Lap from some once lovely Head.
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I need a jug of wine and a book of poetry,
Half a loaf for a bite to eat,
Then you and I, seated in a deserted spot,
Will have more wealth than a sultan's realm.
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A Book of Verses underneath the Bough,
A Jug of Wine, a Loaf of Bread—and Thou
Beside me singing in the Wilderness—
Oh, Wilderness were Paradise enow!
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Then said a Second—"Ne'er a peevish Boy
“Would break the Bowl from which he drank in joy;
“And He that with his hand the Vessel made
“Will surely not in after Wrath destroy. ”
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Yet Ah, that Spring should vanish with the Rose!
That Youth's sweet-scented manuscript should close!
The Nightingale that in the branches sang,
Ah whence, and whither flown again, who knows!
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Drink! for you know not whence you came, nor why:

Drink! for you know not why you go, nor where.
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With them the seed of Wisdom did | sow,
And with my own hand wrought to make it grow;
And this was all the Harvest that | reap'd—
“1 came like Water, and like Wind I go.”
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Myself when young did eagerly frequent
Doctor and Saint, and heard great Argument
About it and about: but evermore
Came out by the same Door where in | went.
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Well, let it take them! What have we to do
With Kaikobad the Great, or Kaikhosri?
Let Z&l and Rustum bluster as they will,

Or Hatim call to Supper—heed not you.
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After a momentary silence spake
Some Vessel of a more ungainly Make;
“They sneer at me for leaning all awry:
“What! did the Hand then of the Potter shake?’
il e ol ol S A 5 B e
A5 DS K ey
s atle Lol o o)S L
K35 o s il 2 B 1 LT
Sl o3 ) 35 01 55 8 05,8 s Ll
03 il el ol polgr flias 4 S5 poler floae g0 By 2l o
e e o e SUn b 4 S e pgie b o3 4B S ol o S0 slagl e
o)l 55 OLadl Il 51 g oo O gzmad IS (145 555 0 4iS el oLy 53
sds ol Slanior 5LS (glaS 55 b e aaiS W5l 5 o Lol WS e iSOl
Ol am of 35 48 Al iler 15,5 35U Sl Jl o s et 00K, b As
L o5 b Pl et @50 B AT plae S ls 558 e s e 5 036 A
Pl Al 5 55 S35 ol (pl S S
S35 Oden)l Sl &S IS
S35 Oy o305 cnl b
Sl Js 31l e do o 5l A6
g5 Odems ool 0 s O 92
Would but the Desert of the Fountain yield
One glimpse—if dimly, yet indeed, reveal'd,
To which the fainting Traveller might spring,
As springs the trampled herbage of the field!
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Shall lure it back to cancel half a Line,
Nor all thy Tears wash out a Word of it.
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When life comes to an end it will be the same in Baghdad or
Balkh,
When the cup brims over, it is the same if sweet or bitter:
Be glad, because after our time many a moon
Will grow full, and then wane.
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Whether at Naishapur or Babylon,
Whether the Cup with sweet or bitter run,
The Wine of Life keeps oozing drop by drop,
The Leaves of Life keep falling one by one.
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Up from Earth's Centre through the Seventh Gate
| rose, and on the Throne of Saturn sate,
And many a Knot unravel'd by the Road;
But not the Master-knot of Human Fate
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And, as the Cock crew, those who stood before
The Tavern shouted—*Open then the Door!
“Y ou know how little while we have to stay,
“And, once departed, may return no more. ”
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