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Comparative study of the hierarchy of entry in the mosques of
Tabriz Grand Bazaar and Qaysari Bazaar of Isfahan

Azita Balali Oskoyi, Associate Professor, Tabriz Islamic Arts University, Tabriz, Iran
Alireza Alimi, Master student of Islamic Architecture, Tabriz Islamic Arts University,
Tabriz, Iran

Extended abstract

Introduction: Mosques and bazaars are essential components of an Islamic city. The close
relationship between them has historically led to the correlation of traditional Iranian society's
economic power and spiritual power. Therefore it has played a significant role in the history of
Iran in the Islamic era. Consequently, mosques have been of great importance in Islamic
architecture. Another significant feature of the Islamic city, namely the bazaar, as the economic
arm of the traditional Iranian society, has always had a close relationship with the mosques due
to its proximity to mosques and mosques' influence in the context of traditional Iranian bazaars.
Methodology: This research is based on descriptive-analytical research method and studying
the architectural features of Bazaar (Tabriz Grand Bazaar and Qaysari Bazaar of Isfahan) and
reviewing travelogues and maps, documents related to Bazaar mosques of the two cities and
analyzing them, and they have been compared. The research's main question is how the
hierarchy of entering the mosque of Tabriz Grand Bazaar and Qaysari Bazaar of Isfahan was
done? Furthermore, what are the differences in the input hierarchy?

Results: The present study tries to examine the role of these mosques in the traditional Iranian
society and by examining and analyzing the mosques of the two important bazaars of Iran,
mainly the mosques of Tabriz Grand Bazaar and Qaysari Bazaar of Isfahan, for discussing the
different roles of these two types of mosques. The motivation for choosing these two bazaars is
Tabriz and Isfahan's historical background as cities, both of which have been the capitals of
Iran at different times. And according to the role of the bazaar and their mosques in the capital
of Islamic governments, the differences between the two classifications have been discussed.
Conclusion: A comparative study of the mosques of Tabriz Grand Bazaar and Qaysari Bazaar
of Isfahan (as Shiite mosques) shows the reasons for the difference in mosques' hierarchy
bazaars is the difference in the role of these mosques in traditional lranian society. Studies
show that Tabriz's conditions during the Qajar period (as the crown prince of Iran) and Isfahan
during the Safavid period (as the capital of Iran) are similar, and these conditions create
similarities in the bazaar mosques of these two cities during this period. This shows the critical
role of bazaar mosques in traditional Iranian society.

Keywords Hierarchy, Bazaar mosques, Tabriz Grand Bazaar, Qaysari Bazaar of Isfahan ,
Safavid, Qajar
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