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1. Introduction

Bidel Dehlavi, the famous poet of Indian style, has composed
poems as well as intricate, complicated proses; one reason for this
complication is his ambiguity and brevity in language. While less
ambiguity is expected in prose due to the lack of rhyme and rhythm,
this is not the case in his prose. Syntactical form of compounds and
sentences accompanied by omissions and brevities is an important
factor in these ambiguities. The omissions in syntax and rhetorical
brevity in Bidel's “Chahar Unsor” have led to semantic complexity
and hard-obtained sentences, multiplying the ambiguity of the text
along with other devices of eloquence and rhetoric. The present study
seeks to investigate the factors of ambiguity on the basis of syntactical
norms and discovering infrastructure sentences (deep structures of the
sentences), using the factors of eloquence and rhetoric. To conduct a
more careful investigation, the authors have analyzed ambiguous
sentences and compounds as needed in terms of syntax, rhetoric and
eloguence, and have provided syntactical patterns for their meanings
to be understand.

The most obvious feature of Chahar Unsor is its ambiguities and
complexities. These ambiguities result from such factors as brevity
and special compounds created by Bidel. Given these features, the
investigation aims at finding the factors of ambiguity in the
compounds created by Bidel in terms of syntax, and tries to answer
the following questions:

1) How does Bidel create brevity? 2) What ambiguities are caused
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by these brevities? 3) How can they be analyzed and disambiguated
by creating simpler syntactical patterns?

Knowledge of Bidel's poems and works helps knowing Persian
literature in Safavid period, particularly in Indian Peninsula. On the
one hand, complexities and some intricacies of literary works in this
period have made familiarity with these works and this style difficult.
On the other hand, introducing and knowing Chahar Unsor as one of
Bidel's prose works with its particular complexity can help us to get
more familiar with language, style and content of poems and works in
this period. Therefore, it is necessary to help understanding his works
and the like better by elaborating and disambiguating Bidel's “Chahar
Unsor”

2. Methodology

The present study addresses one of the most important features of
Bidel's prose in Chahar Unsor, i.e. brevity, which has not been
discussed in detail in any study before. It uses a descriptive-analytical
method based on selected sentences from the work. No doubt, the
issue of ambiguity in Bidel’s whole work and finding detailed answers
require more than an article; however, selecting some particular
sentences as sample will be helpful and will provide the ground for
more researches.

3. Discussion

Like Persian poetry, Persian prose has had particular and different
features in different periods. Bidel lived and wrote in 11" and early
12™ century AH, contemporary to Safavid period.

Of course, it is important to note that Persian prose in Iran cannot
be regarded identical to that of India and the same characteristics
cannot be attributed to these different proses. Those who are interested
can refer to other works such as Bahar's Stylistics (Vol. 3, Ch. 3) and
Shamisa's Stylistics of prose (pp. 253-177) to review the features of
prose style in Safavid period; however, Bidel's prose, like his poetry,
has some differences while having some of these features. His prose is
complex, intricate and full of ambiguity. Therefore, the factors
causing complexity and intricacy in his prose will be clear through
knowing the features of his poems and factors of their complexity.
Far-fetched images, scattered elements, astonishment and wonder for
the reader, frail and dilute imaginations, narrow and poetic thoughts,
distancing the reader from common associations and imaginations, a
lot of ambiguities, weak expression, neglecting natural rules of
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Persian language, allegory, personification, and philosophical and
mystical concepts are among the features of his poems. Given that
Bidel's mother tongue was not Persian, the kind of particular
compounds and contexts he has created may have made his language
complex and ambiguous, such that many of these compounds do not
correspond with Persian collocation system. Some of his complex
compounds include hasrat kamin (regret for losing opportunity), ma'ni
sabagan gaflat ahang (neglectful meaning pioneers), heyrat ijad
(worry making), ezzat kolah (honour owner), forsat enshayane hasti
(opportunity poets of existence), and tapesh amadehtar (readier
impulsion).

Overall, the prose of Bidel's “Chahar Unsor” is technical and
artificial and deserves much more review than his poems given the
following points.

First, not only the prose of Chahar Unsor is nearly identical to
poem in terms of literary value, but also it is sometimes more complex
and harder to obtain than poem because of having enough room for
circumlocution, freedom in rhyme, possibility of rhythmic and
assonance prose, and contradiction of imagination.

Second, ambiguity-arising in Bidel's prose is intentional. If Bidel's
ambiguities in poem can sometimes be justified by such factors as
solecism or barbarism, etc., his prose is devoid of such accusation and
the reason for its ambiguity should be found in other factors like
syntactical ones.

Third, semantic extension of verbs which shows Bidel's particular
view about the syntax of Persian language and his sinking in countless
imaginations is another factor which makes his prose hard to obtain.

Forth, brevity in Bidel's prose which is sometimes accompanied by
omission and substitution of different syntactical cases has made some
ambiguity- arising brevities. These brevities are intentional despite the
possibility of circumlocution.

Fifth, Bidel's compounding which is sometimes the result of
abnormal syntactic usage or using the very syntactical brevities and
sometimes the result of using rhetorical elements adds to the
ambiguity of his prose and makes it appear out of mind like his
poems. Finally, it should be said that all these factors together with
different kinds of ambiguities, metaphor, allegory, etc. have made
Bidel's prose so complex that it is supposed that there will be no
problem in understanding his poems if his prose is understood.

In fact, the definition of brevity is included in its usage, i.e., using
fewer words for a lot of meanings; however, the important point is



Journal of Prose Studies in Persian Literature
Year 23, No. 48, Winter 2021

that brevity should not cause ambiguity while in the prose of Chahar
Unsor the very brevities have caused ambiguity. The brevity discussed
in the paper is sometimes in rhetorical meaning and sometimes in
syntactical domain. This means that it sometimes occurs by containing
a lot of meanings in fewer words and sometimes by omitting
syntactical elements. The latter is more likely to cause ambiguity, so
we face a kind of syntactic abnormality which causes ambiguity.
However, we should see how this syntactical omission and brevity can
be justified and the real meaning can be achieved.

4. Conclusion

It is a part of Bidel's mentality to make ambiguous compounds and
sentences. Such mentality traces back to his approach to syntax and
the way he uses it. Persian is not Bidel's mother tongue and he is
sometimes involved in syntactical abnormality, sometimes in
contradiction of imagination, and sometimes in Indian frail and dilute
Imagination. Putting many poetic imaginations in short and long, and
sometimes equal and rhythmic, sentences has made poetic brevity in
Bidel's prose. Even when he uses circumlocution in some sentences,
brevity can be seen in compounds made of these sentences. These
brevities, whether syntactical, rhetorical or semantic, are the very
factors of ambiguity-arising is Bidel's prose, and sentences should be
reconstructed in their original form and deep structure in order to
understand the meaning of these brevities and the images presented in
them. It can be concluded that the most important factor of ambiguity
in Chahar Unsor is putting a lot of meanings and images in very few
words formed in the mind of a poet whose mother tongue is not
Persian. The main factors of ambiguity in Chahar Unsor are making
kinds of artistic significant in second language for the significations
stuck to the mind in mother tongue, Bidel's interest in compounding
and verbal extension which are considered a kind of syntactical
brevity, his special approach to the relationship between significations
like identity (sameness) relationship, etc.

Bidel's interest in brevity, compounding with infinitive, verbal
semantic extension, making identity (sameness) relationship in some
compounds, and omitting syntactical elements accompanied by
contradiction of imagination along with his complete mastery in
Persian grammatical rules have made ambiguity in the prose of
Chahar Unsor.
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