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1. Introduction

Mohammad Ibn Ali Zuhairi Samarkandi, is a famous prolific writer
of the 6th century AH. His “Iqraz al-Siyassa” was first corrected by
Jafar Sho'ar and published by the University of Tehran in 1349/1970
AD. In Sho'ar's edited version, which is the only edition of the book,
several slips sometimes make the meaning of the phrases impossible
to be understood accurately. In this study, the authors use a
manuscript of Iqraz al-Siyassa kept in Khanghah Ahmadi library in
Shiraz, No. 142. — here referred to as the Ghiasi version —of which
Sho'ar seems to have been unaware. Applying these critical
corrections makes the future editions of one of the most important
prose works of Persian literature more and more revised for the lovers
and researchers of Persian literature.

2. Methodology

This study employed a method to retrieve the correct forms of the
errors in Iqraz al-Siyassa corrected by Sho‘ar, through referring to
Ghiasi's version and comparing its expressions word-for-word with
Sho'ar's edited version and showing the correct and preferred version.
Besides, to prove the correctness or superiority of the correct forms in
the Ghiasi version, there is evidence from Sindbad-Namah and other
works.
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3. Discussion

The primary purpose of the critical edition of texts is to obtain a
text that is as close as possible to a writer's writing style. Sometimes
this goal is not achieved for some reason, and the corrected text is
more or less far from its original, having the slips. Iqraz al-Siyassa is
among the works that have been critically edited only once to date.
Jafar Sho'ar edited this text based on four manuscripts. The second
edition of this book, without any changes, was repoblished by the
same publisher in 2013.
There are many errors in Iqraz al-Siyassa corrected and edited by
Sho'ar. In the article "Review of Igraz al-Siyassa (Komili, 2012: 75-
96), Komaili showed some slips by correcting the text based on the
text itself and by quoting phrases from other Zuhairi's works such as
Sindbad-Namah and other works.
Apart from Sho’ar's four manuscripts in the introduction section of
Igraz al-Siyassa, another manuscript of this book is kept in
Khaneghah Ahmadi Library No. 142 in Shiraz, which was introduced
by Mohammad Taghi Daneshpajooh in the Central Library of the
University of Tehran (See: Daneshpajooh and Afshar, 1967: 5/209).
Although the version of Ahmadi Monastery was introduced three
years before the publication of Igraz al-Siyassa, Sho’ar seems to be
unaware of such a version. Therefore, he has not mentioned or used it
in transcribing and correcting the book. The Khanghah Ahmadi
version covers 175 pages and is unfinished and has no conclusion
section, therefore, the date of writing and its author's name are not
known. This version, along with Sho’ar's version, can retrieve the
correct forms of some of the printed text errors; recently, in an article
entitled “Analysis of a Few Slips in Iqraz al-Siyassa with Emphasis
on a Newly-found Manuscript”, Based on the Ghiasi (newly found)
version, some of the errors in the text corrected by Sho’ar were edited
(See: Ebrahimi & Emami et al., 2020: pp. 1-18).
However, several errors in the version corrected by Sho’ar have not
been edited in the mentioned article and should be edited. Most of
these errors are related to the recording of Arabic words. In editing
these words, in addition to the recordings of the Ghiasi version,
sometimes the recordings of Leiden's version with the code "J",
which the proofreader mistakenly took as a footnote and incorrectly
recorded the other manuscripts in the text, were employed.
References to Arabic dictionaries such as Lisan al-Arab and Qamus
al-Muhit and considering the meaning of the Arabic words confirm
the Ghiasi version recordings in some cases.



Journal of Prose Studies in Persian Literature
Year 23, No. 48, Winter 2021

4. Conclusion

Igraz al-Siyassa is one of the most prominent Persian political-
literary texts, and in its only publication, there are errors that make the
phrases incomprehensible. One way to eliminate these errors, which is
due to the illiteracy of the scribes or corrected inaccuracies, is to refer
to more manuscripts of these works. The manuscript in the Khanghah
Ahmadi Library in Shiraz is a manuscript that the editor of Igraz al-
Siyassa apparently did not know about, and, therefore did not use in
his critical edition. In general, it should be said that, since the edition
by Sho’ar contains many errors, it is necessary to be revised. In this
study, in addition to the manuscripts used by Sho’ar, the Ghiasi's
manuscript will also be involved, and in some cases its recordings
may be the most accurate recordings of all other versions.
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