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1. Introduction

Critical discourse analysis is one of the new approaches in literary
studies that examines the text in relation to social, political, cultural,
historical and situational conditions. In this approach, the text is
considered a social action that is related to power, ideology and
discourse. In fact, in critical analysis, the critical discourse goes
beyond the linguistic description of the work and achieves the
meaning of the work according to the situational, cultural, social,
political and historical contexts.

Since the language of Khajeh Nizamolmulk in the Siasatnameh is
based on his thirty years of experience in the field of governance,
which was greatly influenced by the social conditions of the author's
time, examining the discourse of this text can be very important.

Soltani describes Norman Fairclough's approach as follows:

"One of the branches of critical analysis is discourse that looks at
language as a social action and has three parts: first, that language and
society do not have an external and separate relationship and are a
form of socio-linguistic phenomena; second, language is a social
process, and a text is both the product of the production process and
the source of the interpretation process. In the process of production
and interpretation, the speaker and the audience both share common
linguistic knowledge, values and assumptions; third, the process of
production and interpretation is affected by both social factors."
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(Soltani, 1392: 60)

To analyze the relationship between text and production
processes, the method of critical discourse analysis is to pay attention
to three dimensions:

1) Description: Text analysis — Production Process

2) Interpretation: Analysis of discourse —» practice
Interpretation process

3) Explanation: social action analysis ——— Interpret social
conditions. At the descriptive stage, the analysis of the linguistic
features of the text shows how words, grammar, and sentence
coherence form a discourse. The discourse action stage answers the
question of how the text shapes social action and how it is influenced
by it. In this analysis, the textual backgrounds of the text are
considered. In the stage of studying social behavior, the researcher's
interpretive power recognizes the relationship between structures and
cultural and social approach. (Arabzadeh et al., 1395: 3 and 4)

2. Methodology

There are various models for analyzing literary texts, one of which
is critical analysis of discourse. In this analysis, the researcher
expands his analysis of construction to meaning and describes the
communication processes of the texts, which we have also achieved in
this research.

The research method is descriptive-analytical; in this way, first
the text of the policy of Khajeh Nizamolmulk will be studied and then
by researching the texts and reading books and articles, the processes
will be extracted according to the Halliday's pattern-oriented order and
samples will be extracted and the contents will be analyzed and
explained. At the end, the obtained results will be explained by
classifying the receipts and the recorded information.

3. Discussion
Critical discourse analysis is the transfer of the concept of
structure from the sentence level and grammatical relations such as
verb, subject and object to the larger text level and all its attention is
focused on its functional language in addition to explaining the
structural units within a text. (Mills, 1388: 71)
In his critical discourse approach, which is the basis of our
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analysis in this article, Norman Fairclough has used the theories of a
number of socially critical theorists, such as Foucault's discourse
order. According to him, discourse analysis is divided into three
levels of description, interpretation and explanation. At the
descriptive level, linguistic analysis is done in the form of
vocabulary, grammar, phonetic system and coherence. At the level of
interpretation, the interaction between the production process and the
interpretation of the text is discussed, and at the level of explanation,
the social contexts of the text are discussed. As a result, some
linguists consider discourse analysis to be the study of the function or
structure of a sentence and the discovery and description of its
relations, which do not pay attention only to the grammatical and
lexical elements of the sentence; rather, it goes beyond factors outside
the text, situational context, cultural, social, and the like. (Fairclough,
1387:10)

According to Fairclough, a multi-role look at the text is
necessary as this method of study is included in Halliday's order;
Because, according to Holliday, the different roles of language
manifest themselves in different sub-roles, which are organized
according to three basic meanings:

1) The role of thinkers that allows one to talk about one's
experiences of the world.

2) The interpersonal role that the individual expresses both his /
her attitude and the relationship between himself / herself and the
audience during speech participation, and uses techniques such as
informing or persuading, for example.

3) The role of a text in which a person arranges his language in
accordance with other texts. (Aghagolzadeh, 1390: 89-90)

In this text, we also examine the role of thinkers in the
Siasatnameh to extract, through this role, the meaning that Khajeh
Nizamolmulk offers in relation to government discourse. Thought
processes are divided into six processes, which are summarized as
follows:

1) Material process: Any physical action that implies doing
something or an event is considered a material process; Verbs such as
going, making, coming, and writing are from this process. (Holliday
and Mattison, 2014: 179-200)

2) Mental processes: These processes are related to our experience
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of the conscious and inner world; while material processes are related
to our experience of the outside world. Mental processes involve
perception, cognition, and mental reactions, and are accompanied by
actions such as understanding, thinking, wanting, making decisions,
loving, fearing, and so on.

3) Relational processes: are processes that are related to
description or identification; as the relationship between two things or
two phenomena is expressed in the form of a relational process and
using relational verbs and usually the verb "to be". Relational
processes are expressed with relational verbs such as being,
becoming, appearing, becoming, and so on. (Holliday, 2014: 210-
228)

4) Behavioral process: Any kind of physical and mental behavior
of humans or any other living thing is related to the behavioral
process. This process has a participant called the behaviorist.
(Holliday, 2014: 248)

5) Expressive process: As its name suggests, is any kind of action
that is of the type of saying; Verbs such as saying, explaining, asking,
and commanding have a verbal process. (Holliday, 2014: 253)

6) Existential process: refers to the process that speaks about the
existence or non-existence of something or someone or a
phenomenon. The verbs used in this type of process include being,
appearing, and being. (Holliday, 2014: 256)

Hence, role-oriented theory is a cognitive approach that
expresses human experiences through the transient system of
language. In Halliday's systematic role-playing order, the role of
thinkers is of particular importance in the transmission of
experiences. The application of thought-provoking processes,
including material, mental, relational, behavioral, existential and
expressive, is manifested through action And the purpose of this
study is to study the policy papr of Khajeh Nizamolmulk using role-
playing variables, which has been made possible by researching the
physiology of this text and identifying and determining the types of
processes based on the role and meaning; Therefore, determining the
frequency of current processes and how they are used in this text can
be considered as a stylistic indicator.



Journal of Prose Studies in Persian Literature
Year 23, No. 48, Winter 2021

4. Conclusion

Critical discourse analysis is one of the new approaches in
literary studies in which the critic goes beyond the linguistic
description of the work and achieves the meaning of the work
according to the situational, cultural, social, political and historical
contexts.

Since the language of Khajeh Nizamolmulk in the Siasathameh
is the result of his experiences in the field of governance and is
influenced by the social conditions of the author's time, the study of
the discourse of this text can be very important that we also come to
the conclusion by examining the text of the Siasatnameh that it is
very different from the research that has been done in the field of
power discourse and dealing with the opposition about the
Siasatnameh of Khajeh Nizamolmulk. In fact, in this study, using the
model of critical discourse analysis, we have expanded our analysis
of construction to meaning and described the role-playing processes
of thinkers that allow the individual to talk about his experiences of
the world, so that through this role, the meaning that Khajeh
Nizamolmulk presents in relation to the government discourse should
be extracted.

Considering the frequency of processes, most of the processes in
this text belong to the king, which indicates the centrality of the king
and the centralist system in the government discourse of the policy. In
fact, the Siasatnameh is a text in order to maintain the governmental
structure of its time, emphasizing the legitimacy and selection of the
ruler and his limits and powers, and the welfare of the subjects and
the country. In general, in the Siasatnameh of Khajeh Nizamolmulk,
the ways and means of maintaining the authority and legitimacy of
political power are presented to the ruler; In fact, the center of
interpretation of the Siasatnameh of the ruling power and expressing
the way of governing and legitimizing the ruling government has
been one of the goals of Khajeh Nizamolmulk in drafting the
Siasatnameh, which we also reached by examining the structure of
this book.

After the king, most of the processes are related to messenger,
dude, minister, people, spies, etc. Although they are not comparable
in number to the king-related processes; But on the other hand, it
shows the importance of these pillars of government from the point of
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view of Khajeh Nizamolmulk Tusi. The verbs used for these
processes each depict their characteristics in a way that reflects the
author's realistic, descriptive, dynamic view of the actions associated
with them, as well as their effective role in connection with the king.
Hence we can consider him a pragmatic and realistic thinker.

Khajeh Nizamolmulk has mostly mentioned the actions related
to the characters as positive, which in itself was an effective way to
establish the ruling government of the society, which tried to
positively introduce the members of the government to them in a
positive way and form a government with peace and quiet. Slowly;
because the members of the government have an essential role in
helping the king and the development of the society, and without
them, it is impossible for a person to run the society.

Keywords: Siasatnameh, Khaje Nizamolmulk Tusi, Discourse
Analysis, Government, Holliday.
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