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Abstract

The largest religious community of Muslims is formed every year on the occasion of the
40th Day of Ashura by walking to Karbala and during the Arbaeen procession. This
pilgrimage walk, while being a wonderful manifestation of religious experience, is a
diverse field of Charity services to pilgrims, as well as a clear example of "religious
charity”. Religious experience is usually formed during religious practices and rituals,
including during pilgrimage. But this study begins specifically with the important
question of whether the experience of participation and involvement in religious charity
can have the characteristics of a religious experience? To answer this question, the
qualitative research method has been used using interview and participatory
observation techniques by recording data such as photos, videos and field notes. Iranian
pilgrims as well as processions, procession holders and members of Iranian and Iraqi
processions were the observation unit and the population studied in this study. The
findings showed that the experience of participating in religious charitable services, as
well as the use of these services in the Arbaeen walk, can be a ground for the emergence
and characteristics of religious experience. By extending the results to other situations
of religious practice in which religious Charity deeds are possible, it has been argued
that the possibility of defining religious charity as one of the contexts of religious
experience in the Arbaeen walk can be a positive answer to the possibility of this kind of
definition of Religious experience should be in all situations of religious experience - in
addition to pilgrimage and Arbaeen.
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INTRODUCTION

Religious experience can occur in various religious practices, rituals, and behaviors.
The peak of these effects can be seen in individual and collective worship, prayer,
and especially in pilgrimage to sacred places. But the basis of this study is to try to
answer a new question that will lead to a complementary conceptualization of the
components and examples of religious experience. That fundamental question is,
"Can religious experience be practiced only through individual and collective
religious rites, prayer and pilgrimage?" Participation in religious charitable work,
while a benevolent act of giving benefit to the "other" without the expectation of
"myself" benefit, can also have a religious meaning. If so, it is a religious act. But the
problem is that not every religious act can be the subject of religious experience;
Therefore, the main question of this article is that: “Can the experience of
participating in religious charity also be an example of religious experience?”

PURPOSE

Based on the presented problem, the purpose of this study is to study the possibility
of redefining the indicators of religious experience and its development based on
the religiosity of Muslims, especially Shiites. In fact, the main purpose of this
research is to achieve the possibility of developing a concept and helping to develop
theoretical knowledge by redefining the meaning of religious experience.

METHODOLOGY

The method of this research is based on qualitative research method. To do this, a
combination of ethnographic and phenomenological methods has been used. Semi-
structured in-depth interview techniques, collaborative observation with
photographs, videos and field notes were used to gather information. Interviews
were conducted with three groups: 1) Iranian pilgrims; 2) Iranian Mukeb members;
and 3) Iraqi Mukeb members. The information obtained from the field observations
was also recorded with field notes, recording the researcher's voice explaining his
observations, photos and videos. The research data in this study was collected on
the way from Najaf to Karbala, which is mostly used by Iranian pilgrims for walking
to Krarbala. Qualitative coding and content analysis were used to analyze the data.
Accordingly, after coding and categorizing the data obtained from interviews and
field observations, the degree of compatibility of different concepts and types of
religious charity with examples of religious experience has been investigated.

RESULT

In terms of the experience of religious charitable services and activities, both sides of
the action, the donor and the recipient of the religious charity, are important.
Therefore, the research findings are interpreted and presented from two
perspectives. In terms of customer experience, several main categories have been



identified as characteristics and interpretations of this particular experience:
“healing”, “light in the body and soul of the pilgrim”, “the relationship of body cells
with the sacrificial food” are three of the most important categories extracted from
interviews Describes the experience of receiving religious charitable services on the

Arbaeen Walk.

Among the interpretations of the research interviews, almost all of the pilgrims'
experience of receiving Arbaeen religious charitable services relates to their use of
votive food. This section of the findings shows that if the experience of being
associated with a religious charity can have the meaning of a religious experience,
that religious experience can occur through the association with material charity.

On the other hand, the experience of the participants in providing religious
charitable services is described by the following definitions: “day care for the whole
year”, “financial compensation”,  “spiritual compensation”,  “hereafter
compensation”, “feeling of being in heaven”, “feeling of stepping on the path of
serving Ashura”, “sense of happiness” and “the sense of being chosen” have been the
most important features in describing this experience in providing religious
charitable services to pilgrims.

The findings showed that unlike the experience of receiving religious charitable
services, the religious experience from providing these services, whether with or
without material services such as sacrificial food, can also be provided during the
provision of other services, including medical services or cultural services. It is an
experience.

By adapting these described features of providing and receiving religious
charitable services on the Arbaeen Walk, it has been observed that the main features
of religious experience are “ineffability”, “noetic quality”, “transiency” and
“passivity” and Even the fifth characteristic, a kind of “inner personal test”, are
compliant to the description of the experiences perceived by Servants and recipients
of religious charities in Arbaeen Pilgrimage.

CONCLUSION

The findings showed that pilgrimage in the context of the Arbaeen pilgrimage ritual, as
an important context for the expression of religious experience, adds another context
emergence to this multiple religious experience, and that is giving and receiving
religious charity. The experience of participating in religious charitable services, as well
as the use of these services, can be the basis for a deep experience of connection with the
sacred. In addition to the meaning of "voluntary action” and "religious participation”,
being present in a religious benevolent act has a special meaning for the participant, and
perceiving the religious experience.
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Although receiving religious charitable services in the experience is usually a
"material good" that can be an example of religious experience in the individual,
participation in providing all kinds of religious charitable services, regardless of
whether it is material or immaterial, is a similar ground for understanding deep
states of experience. As a result, both in the process of giving and receiving religious
charity, a religious meaning is felt and deeply experienced, and even a religious
experience can take shape. The results of this study in confirming the possibility of
defining religious charity work as one of the fields of religious experience in
Arbaeen walk, can also confirm the possibility of defining this special type of
religious experience in other situations of religious experience.

NOVELTY

This study redefines the concept of religious experience and adds a new type to the
predefined types of this dimension of religiosity. This new type of religious
experience is particularly prominent among Shiites; Religious experience by being
involved in religious charity work.
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1. Mystical States of Consciousness
2. ineffability

3. noetic quality

4. transiency

5. passivity
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1. unitary conciousness
2. the one

3.Void

4. Blessedness

5. Satori

6. irrationality

7. inexplacability

8. incommunicability
9. intuitive insight

10. authoritativeness
11. affirmation

12. sense of beyond

13. impersonaltone

14. feeling of exaltation

15. momentariness
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1. Caroline Frank Davis

2. interpretive experience
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1. quasi-sensory

2. revelatory

3. regeneration experience
4. numinous experience

5. mystical experience
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3. Charles. Glock, & Rodney Stark

4. Ideological

5. Ritualistic

6. Consequential

7. Intellectual

8. Experimental
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2. Philanthropy
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