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Abstract

The results of comparing the usage of hedges among seven categories showed that
healthy people utilized modal expressions (p=0.015) and verbs of doubt (p=0.000)
more significantly than patients. Through the usage of hedges, narrators intend to
inform their listeners that they are not assured about a particular statement uttered by
them. This indicates that they are aware of this doubt and it seems that this aspect of
hedges might be related to the theory of mind which is impaired in schizophrenic
patients. Moreover, participants must be able to evaluate the existing conditions and
options in the context of the film to properly employ hedges within their narratives,
and as patients with schizophrenia have difficulties at pragmatic level, this could
affect their usage of both modal expressions and verbs of doubt. Therefore,
significant difference between two groups may be linked to the patient’s impairment
in theory of mind and the inability to use pragmatic rules.
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