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Theoretical foundations of urbanization and urban planning and the rules
of urban behavior in Islamic civilization, periods of urban theory from
Prophet to Ibn Khaldun urban theory

Dr. Mohammad Reza Shahidi Pak
Islamic Azad University of Tehran Markaz

Postdoctoral fellow in philosophy

Abstract

The role of religion in changing the behavior of citizens in  postmodern era has been studied by Frankfurt
School of Criticism in analysis of history and society, and Habermas has mentioned it in book The Power of
Religion. The religion of Islam in Middle Ages showed its power in urban planning. This religion began with
the change of citizenship behavior with emigration and the establishment of the city. With migration of the
Prophet, pattern of human behavior from city with Meccan capitalist ethics Formed . Its motive is evolution
of human behavior, which is major premise (general cobra) of Islamic urban planning and foundation of
Islamic democracy for formation of city and is a sign of originality and philosophical and religious depth of
Islamic urban planning and medieval urban planning phenomena. And in historical periods of Islamic urban
planning with fundamental religious and philosophical teachings in behavior of Prophet and works of AL-
Farabi, Ibn Rushd, Ibn Rami and Ibn Khaldun have emerged as pioneers in classical urban theory. The
establishment and development of organization of Islamic city with endowment and account in book History
of Islamic administration (2013) from government of Prophet to Ottoman Caliphate and Safavid monarchy.
At beginning of this organization, Prophet was first person to calculate behavior of citizens in urban
environment. The research hypothesis is that it is possible to present a comprehensive and practical plan on
citizenship behavior and individual and social rights of urban planning based on rich Islamic sources and
philosophical thought. The experience of Islamic urban planning has proven its occurrence. Ibn al-Rami, an
urban jurist, technical advisor to Hafsian government in seventh century AH, is one of founders of Tunisia,
who wrote a set of urban planning laws based on Islamic ethics and urban development requirements seven
hundred years ago. The materials of present research are author's researches from 2002 and postdoctoral
dissertation on the subject of democracy and formation of city and city in course of history (2012) which has
been done by the method of Frankfurt critical school. Including paradigm of Islamic city (1999) which has
been written based on Islamic teachings in urban planning and citizenship rights. The second AH and from third
to tenth century AH has dealt with Islamic urban planning and citizenship. A noteworthy point is possibility of
compiling the ijtihad jurisprudence of the city, especially based on the Shiite ijtihad theory and ability of
principles of Sunni jurisprudence to pay for education and citizenship rights based on the principles of
jurisprudence that Ibn Rami compiled in his ijtihad collection on urban planning rights has done.

Key Words: Ibn Khaldun, Ibn al-Rami, Muhtasib, urban planning, behavior of Wendy city,
urban planning, Islamic



