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Abstract
Introduction: Social competence is defined as the ability to build
positive social relationships and to behave effectively in social
contexts in all situations and times. Given the importance of promoting
social competence for children and youth, having useful tools for
assessing social competence is essential. The present study aimed to
: examine the validity, reliability and factor structure of the Perceived
Use your device to scan and ¢ Social Competence Scale II (PSCSII) among Iranian students.

read the article online :  Materials and Methods: In this study, 518 high school female
¢ students were selected using cluster sampling method and completed
the PSCSII. To assess the validity of the scale, the confirmatory factor
analysis, and convergent validity, and to assess the reliability,
Cronbach’s alpha coefficient, were used.
Findings: Confirmatory factor analysis confirmed one-factor
structure of the scale. The correlation coefficient of the perceived
social competence with emotional competence and peer support
were positive and statistically significant. These results show the
convergent validity of the scale. The Cronbach’s alpha coefficient was
in a satisfactory level for total score of the scale.
Conclusion: The findings suggest that the perceived social
competence scale is a reliable and valid instrument for assessing
social competence of Iranian high school female students and can be
used as a suitable instrument in psychological research.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Social competence is defined as the ability to
build positive social relationships and to
behave effectively in social contexts in all
situations and times (8). In the academic
context, social competence is the ability that
enables students to create and maintain
worthwhile interpersonal relationships, get
peer acceptance and end negative and
destructive interpersonal relationships (9).
In general, there are four common
components in the definitions of social
competence: positive and effective social
interactions with others, social cognition,
effective social behaviors and lack of
maladaptive behaviors. The assessment of
perceived social competence is increasingly
important, as research consistently
documents that many youth are lacking this
important skill (11, 12). The valid
assessment of social competence is crucial to
understanding baseline deficits among
youth as well as is important for examining
outcomes associated with programs and
interventions (22). Several tools are
available for wuse in assessing social
competence and related factors, including
tools such as the Social Competence Scale of
the Achenbach Child Behavior Checklist
(23), and the Kohn Social Competence Scale
(24) One user-friendly, brief measure is the
Perceived Social Competence Scale (PSCS;
27). The PSCS is a self-report instrument
assessing various elements of social
competence. Strengths of the PSCS include
its user-friendliness, ease of administration,
use at no cost with the permission of the
researchers, established reliability, and
construct and predictive validity (27). Since
there was no information about the
psychometric properties of this scale for the
Iranian culture, the aim of the present study
was to investigate the reliability and the
validity of the Perceived Social Competence
Scale II (PSCSII) among Iranian female
students.

Materials and Methods

Data were collected from two samples of
tenth grade high school female students in
the Kerman and Shiraz using cluster

sampling method. The participants in
Kerman included 249 and in Shiraz 269
students who completed the PSCS-II (27),
Peer support (32), and the profile of
emotional competence (35). The PSCS-II
consists of 5 items designed to measure the
social competence of youth. Responses to
the items were made on a 5-point Likert-
type scale (1 =Notatall, 2 = Alittle, 3 = Some,
4 =Alot, and 5 = Very Much).

Findings

To assess the validity of the PSCS-II,
confirmatory factor analysis, and convergent
validity were used. Confirmatory factor
analysis confirmed one-factor structure of
the scale. The goodness of fit indices were as
following: X2/df= 1.12, GFI= 0.98, IFI= 0.99,
CFI= 0.99, PNFI= 0.79, RMSEA= 0.04,
PCLOSE=0.44. The correlation coefficient of
the PSCS-II with emotional competence and
peer support were 0.73 and 042
respectively. These results showed the
convergent validity of the scale. To assess
the reliability of the PSCS-II, the Cronbach’s
alpha coefficient was used. The Cronbach’s
alpha coefficient was in satisfactory level for
total score of the scale (a = 0.81).

Discussion

The aim of the present study was to examine
the psychometric properties of the 5-item
PSCS-II in the Iranian culture. The reliability
coefficient of the PSCS-II was satisfactory.
The PSCS-II's factor structure was replicable
and consistent with its theoretical basis in
our confirmatory factor analysis. The
findings from the factor analysis supported
one factor model of perceptions of social
competence. The one-factor model
displayed excellent goodness-of-fit in
Iranian sample. The findings are therefore
consistent with the results of existing factor
analytic studies, which have supported the
one-factor model in other samples. The
PSCS-II score also correlated in expected
ways with scores from Peer support (32),
and the profile of emotional competence
(35). The findings suggest that the PSCS-II
may be used confidently in the Iranian
culture. One limitation of the present study
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is that the obtained results only apply to girls
and nonclinical samples. Therefore, further
work is needed to confirm the findings
across different population types.

Conclusion

Results for the present Iranian sample
showed that the Perceived Social
Competence Scale II (PSCS-II) had adequate
psychometric properties, supporting
research use in Iranian culture.
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4. comparative fit indices
5. parsimonious fit indices
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. The Profile of Emotional Competence (PEC)

2, Mardia's multivariate kurtosis

3, absolute fit indices
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