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Extended Abstract

Abstract

Innovation is a phenomenon that has significant implications on socio-
economic variables such as productivity growth, wealth generation and
employment; hence the study of countries' innovation has attracted a significant
attraction among policy research. Despite the promotion of the concept of the
national innovation system for analyzing the behavior of innovation,
complementary perspectives such as the regional system of innovation have
also been used because of increased inequalities in different regions. One of the
newest regional policymaking strategies is the smart specialization strategy. The
strategy states that for each region, certain priorities should be determined with
regard to the potential of the region in order to stimulate and enhance
innovation at the regional and national levels.

Given the differences in the status of innovation in the provinces of the country,
this article seeks to provide a framework for designing regional innovation
policies based on smart specialization strategies using the inductive method. To
this end, the requirements and components of smart specialization have been
identified based on the metasynthesis of previous research (deductive). In this
step, 119 articles from Scopus, Emerald, ScienceDirect, Springer, and Proquest
databases were examined. After three screening stages, 30 articles were
identified for a more in-depth analysis, which resulted in a framework for
implementing smart specialization strategy. The framework was proposed with
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the following components:(1) Examining the current situation of the region and
analyzing the capabilities of the region; (2) Identify smart specialization
priorities; and (3) Smart specialization operational planning.

Introduction

Innovation is a process dependent on geography and region in which local
capacities such as resources, institutions, public and cultural values are the main
drivers. Interactions between different sectors of the region, including technical,
commercial, legal, social and financial sectors, contribute to the development,
protection, financing or regulation of innovation and technology. The
dependence of innovation on the characteristics of regions has made it
impossible to provide a single model for the development of innovation in the
regions, and in fact, a diverse set of institutional capacities, tools and
characteristics is needed for the development and management of present and
future knowledge. Also important are factors such as regional production,
regional environment, system of academia and research in the region, public
management, and the capabilities of private and business firms. Given the
differences in the state of innovation in the provinces of Iran, this study seeks to
present a framework for smart policymaking of regional innovation in Iran.
Theoretical framework

Smart Specialization is an innovation policy concept that aims to boost regional
innovation, contributing to growth and prosperity by helping and enabling
regions to focus on their strengths. Smart Specialization is based on
partnerships between businesses, public entities, and knowledge institutions.
Smart specialization strategy’ means the national or regional innovation
strategies which set priorities in order to build competitive advantage by
developing and matching research and innovation own strengths to business
needs in order to address emerging opportunities and market developments in a
coherent manner, while avoiding duplication and fragmentation of efforts; a
smart specialization strategy may take the form of, or be included in, a regional
research and innovation (R&sI) strategic policy framework.

Methodology

To reach the end, the requirements and components of smart specialization have
been identified based on the metasynthesis of previous research. Qualitative
metasynthesis is an intentional and coherent approach to analyzing data across
qualitative studies. It is a process that enables researchers to identify a specific
research question and then search for, select, appraise, summarize, and combine
qualitative evidence to address the research question. This process uses rigorous
qualitative methods to synthesize existing qualitative studies to construct
greater meaning through an interpretative process. In this study, 119 articles
from Scopus, Emerald, ScienceDirect, Springer, and Proquest databases were
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examined. After three screening stages, 30 articles were identified for a more
in-depth analysis, which resulted in a framework for implementing smart
specialization strategy.

Discussion and Results

Innovation is a process dependent on geography and region in which local
capacities such as resources, institutions, public and cultural values are the main
drivers. therefore, the present article, by reviewing previous studies, has
provided a framework for smartening regional innovation policies. Based on the
proposed framework, regional innovation policies are formulated according to
local capabilities and capacities.

Conclusion

this article seeks to provide a framework for designing regional innovation
policies based on smart specialization strategies using the inductive method. To
this end, the requirements and components of smart specialization have been
identified based on the metasynthesis of previous research. The framework was

proposed with the following components:(1) Examining the current situation of
the region and analyzing the capabilities of the region; (2) Identify smart
specialization priorities; and (3) Smart specialization operational planning.
Keywords: Regional Policymaking, Smart Specialization, Prioritizing Science
and Technology
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