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Abstract

This article, using a descriptive-analytic method, introduces the
ideas of Ibn ‘Arabi in moral epistemology while focusing on the

sources of moral knowledge and explaining how man utilizes these
sources in order to achieve a moral life. The findings of the research
show that Ibn ‘Arabi considers moral knowledge to be objective and

presents the Realm of Fixed Entities (Ayan Thabete) as the thing-in-
itself of moral realities. In his writings, though scattered, he clearly
considers five things as the sources of moral knowledge: nature,
intellect, heart, soul and revelation. However, these sources are not
at equal levels and the distinction of revelation and the human soul
over the other sources is apparent. Comparing these two sources, one
can conclude from Ibn ‘Arabt’s writings that revelation is the source

of religious legislative guidance and is the result of God’s direct
communication with the prophets and is the path of knowledge to
perfect unity. God’s special servants (Valiyy-u I-Allah), while
perfecting their human souls and possessing special merits in moral
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knowledge still follow the teachings of the law-bringing prophets in
their teachings and actions.

Keywords: mystical ethics, theoretical mysticism, moral
objectivism, meta-ethics.

Extended Abstract
Introduction

When we present contemporary philosophical question to the writings
of foregone thinkers, we encounter replies that are either clear or
ambiguous. In the present article and under the title of moral
epistemology, we have delved into an analysis of the sources of moral
knowledge according to Ibn ‘Arabi. Within this discussion, we also
indicate the way that the moral agent interacts with the sources of
moral knowledge, the result of which leads to a moral life. As an
introduction into the discussion of the sources of moral knowledge, it
is necessary to explain Ibn ‘Arabi’s general stance regarding moral
knowledge. In short, in Ibn ‘Arabi’s thought, the term Immutable
Entities, apart from having an ontological function, also has an
epistemological one, because in this world, the thing-in-itself of the
Immutable Entities and the essences of existents are present in an
intellectual sense. Therefore, apart from fact that the existence of
things across the existential realm is conditional to their immutability
in the Realm of Immutable Entities, the knowledge that we attain of
every external entity is also preceded by the intellectual immutability
of that entity in the Realm of Immutable Entities.

Divine Rope and Human Good Fate

Ibn ‘Arabi considers creation to mean holding onto the Divine Rope.
Therefore, one can conclude that he was aware of the clarity of
meaning of the term moral life and moral definability and considering
the transcendence of the concepts relating to God in his own ideas,
has defined being moral to have a clear meaning, hold semantic
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significance and to contain a transcendental aspect. Ibn ‘Arabi writes:
“because action in itself has been founded on that which we have
mentioned, therefore, the fate of creation is happiness in accordance
with the types of happiness.” According to him, another way to define
ethics is to consider it equal to the good fate of human beings.
Therefore, in a synonymous meaning, one can present ethics,
happiness, accordance with the thing-in-itself of things (in the Realm
of Immutable Entities) and man’s good fate interchangeably and, in
reality, as an introducer to a desirable (moral) human life in Ibn ‘Arabi
intellectual system. Thus, one can conclude that the thing-in-itself of
moral teachings has also been fixed in the Realm of Immutable
Entities as a part of knowledge in its general meaning. Accordingly,
by including moral realities under general realities which are
encompassed in the Realm of Immutable Entities, one can conclude
that Ibn “Arabi considers moral knowledge to be the product of man’s
knowledge of the levels of existents and their true and desired form
in the Realm of Immutable Entities. Essentially, the moral value of
actions is decided in the Realm of Immutable Entities in accordance
with the thing-in-itself of actions.

Ibn ‘Arabi believes that the complete mystics are those who have
attained knowledge of all of God’s Names and thus achieve complete
moral knowledge in the position of determining the external instances
of the Immutable Entities according to their status. In this view, by
respecting Divine sanctity and by reminding himself that he has been
created in the Divine form, man can become close to attaining Divine
wisdom; according to Ibn ‘Arabi: “a wise person is one who places
things in their rightful place and does not disaffirm that which the
realities of things require and seek through their attributes.” It is in
these levels that the way-farer attains a distinct knowledge and
ultimately: “the seeker of reality observes plurality in unity.” This
means that he sees all the realities of the world in accordance with
their thing-in-itself aspect in the Realm of Divine Names and
recognizes their moral thing-in-itself.
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The True Reality of All Matters

According to these intellectual foundations, the existence of each
species that is realized through its final differentia is indisputable and
actualized in Divine knowledge. God, with His encompassing
knowledge which includes the Realm of Immutable Entities knows
the true reality of all matters including moral realities and teaches
them to man (in his real rank). As Mulla Sadra has written regarding
the aforementioned teaching, these are those very esoteric, intuitional
sciences that must replace the sometimes unproductive
jurisprudential and theological disputes in order to be a bridge for
attaining certainty in discovering religious and moral realities.
Therefore, Mysticism is defined as true knowledge in order to attain
(moral) happiness. Thus, “the true purpose for man’s creation and the
first goal of creating man who is capable of good or evil is the
perception of the realities of things and knowledge of the essence,
attributes, actions and effects of the Creator of the Heavens and the
Earth, and the origin and the Hereafter, and the kinds of resurrection
of the creations.” In mystical intuitions, the way-farer reaches a stage
where he observes moral knowledge in accordance to its detailed
forms in the Realm of Immutable Entities in the language of God
which flows in the Realms of Canonization and Existence. In such a
stage, a mystic is able to “see God, through God’s eyes in the presence
of God.”

In conclusion, according to Ibn ‘Arabi, the thing-in-itself of
existential knowledge and realities — including moral values and
laws; in a meaning equivalent to the recognition of aspects of good
and evil of things — are settled in their true reality in the Realm of
Immutable Entities. However, man has been equipped with numerous
cognitive tools and sources to perceive these laws and values. These
tools possess a potentiality in their own domains which is in
accordance with man’s main needs and capabilities and therefore, it
is possible for man to benefit from them and at the same time requires
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attention to the scope and limit of each of them. As we shall see going
forward, the present article delves into an explanation of these sources
and while providing a detailed introduction for them, explains the
conformity of these sources with man’s existential-cognitive levels.
Thus, by addressing sources of moral knowledge we can recognize
the path of knowing the true reality of morals which are fixed in the
Realm of Immutable Entities.

Conclusion

According to Ibn ‘Arabi, God has designated the circumstances of
every phenomenon in the Realm of Immutable Entities and therefore,
knowledge of these entities is tantamount to comprehensive
knowledge of all ranks of existence from the lowest to the highest
realm of Divine Names — except the essence of God, the Almighty.
Understanding phenomena as they are in the Realm of Immutable
Entities is not possible through sensory perception or intellectual
perception that arises from sensation. It is the distinct faculties of the
mystic with their particular scope that connect to the Divine Throne
and recognize things as they are in the realm of God’s knowledge (the
Realm of Immutable Entities). Observing that realm, draws for him
the real circumstances of things in terms of order, the growth and
behavior of phenomenon and their functions, and knowledge of moral
realities, circumstantial effects and formative results of each event is
revealed to the mystic through this channel.

Therefore, Ibn “Arabi considers moral objectivity to be equivalent to
knowledge of the Realm of Immutable Entities and discovering the
thing-in-itself of moral values; although, cognitive sources- which
are: nature, intellect, heart, man’s soul and Divine revelation- help in
perceiving real knowledge, including moral knowledge. Essentially,
the Realm of Immutable Entities is the origin and real essence of
moral realities and the five sources mentioned in this article introduce
the ways man attains knowledge of the realities that are present in that
origin. Among these sources, the one which is the most
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comprehensive and has a pervasive status in relation to the rest is
Divine revelation. In reality, the most complete manifestation of
God’s Names emerges in the perfect human being and real knowledge
is taught to him through the language of revelation. In accordance to
his existential rank and his connection to the Divine, man is a
comprehensive book for the teaching and manifestation of Divine
knowledge. Thus, knowing the perfected human soul- and beyond
that, striving to perfect the human soul by adhering to Divine
legislation and it stated ethics- is the closest and most certain way to
have knowledge of the thing-in-itself of moral values. Essentially,
acting on religious ethics which is accompanied by knowledge and
general affirmation of religious moral realities, prepares the grounds
for the development of detailed knowledge regarding the thing-in-
itself of morals in the Realm of Immutable Entities. Since practically,
not all human beings will reach the higher stages of Divine knowledge
and the soul of each person in the practical level is bound to a
particular Name from among God’s Names, God has facilitated the
path to knowledge of moral realities by sending down revelation and
keeping open the path of following those who have been bestowed
with knowledge. Therefore, even though each of the sources of
nature, intellect, heart and soul help man to gain knowledge of moral
realities present in the Immutable Realities; however, ultimately, it is
Divine revelation that provides the path for perceiving the cognitive
errors of human beings by teaching knowledge to the perfect human
being.
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