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Abstract

The novel “Aqalim Al-Khawf” (Territories of Fear) is a quasi-detective novel in which the
author depicts the negative aspects of life in the Islamic lands of the east, using the main
character of the story who was brought up in the American environment. The novel is in a
distinctive style that does not allow the reader to identify the main character of the story by
the sequence of events; rather, at the end of the novel, the reader is surprised by the main
character’s confession to participate in the secret project of stealing smart genes of Arab
scientists. Using a descriptive-analytical method, this article aims to shed light on the most
important causes that awaken the feelings of fear and its negative manifestations for the
eastern individual in traditional conservative societies. The novel deals with the three
taboos of gender, politics and religion; issues that few Algerian female writers have been
able to address, especially given that the processing of these issues is explicit and beyond
the ordinary. The conclusion reached by this article is that the author, through presenting
forbidden concepts, tries to depict the corruption prevalent in the eastern lands. The novel
also emphasizes that the brutality of the violent religious people is not accepted by the true
religion. In addition, the real face of US policies, ostensibly aiming for the development of
the east, is revealed and it is shown that behind it lies the occupation and plunder of the

eastern countries’ wealth.
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