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Descriptive-Analytical Bibliography of Hazrat
Abu Talib in European Languages
By: Seyyed Alireza Tabatabaie Yazdi

Abstract: This study intends to provide an
overview of the orientalists’ research on the per-
sonality of Abu Talib in European languages.
On the one hand, the importance of the field of
bibliography of Islamic studies in the West, and
on the other hand lack of a relatively com-
prehensive bibliography of Western works on
Abu Talib reveals the necessity of this research.
Based on the library method of data collection,
this research has used the lists, bibliographies,
databases, and the libraries in the field of
Islamic studies in European languages to gather
and describe data. The works presented in this
bibliography are divided into three categories:
a) Works that offer only a biography of Hazrat
Abu Talib; b) Works that, while acquainting
the audience with him and presenting a biogra-
phy, also point to the reasons for his believing
or not believing in God; ¢) Works that critically
and analytically examine the mentioned reasons;
and d) Some of the most important translations
of Abu Talib’s poems. Therefore, the bibliog-
raphy of this article is presented in the three
categories mentioned. Finally, as a summary,
the historical analysis of the researches on
Hazrat Abu Talib which were done in European
languages as well as the orientalists’ conception
of him is presented.

Key words: Abu Talib, faith, Abu Talib’s faith,
descriptive-analytical bibliography, orientalism,
Islamic studies in European languages.
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“Abu Talib” in 4 Basic Dictionary of Islam, Maqsood, Ruqaiyyah Waris ed. (New Delhi:
Goodword books, 1999), p. 30.
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Al-Sayyid, Kamal. The Companions of the Prophet and their Followers; Abu Talib: The

Supporter of the Prophet (vol. I), Jasim al-Rasheed tr. (Qum: Ansariyan Publications,
2000).
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“Abu Talib” in The Concise Encyclopedia of Islam, Glassé, Cyril ed. (London: HarperSan-
Francisco, 1999), pp. 25-6.
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Thariani, Sabir. Study on the life of Abu Talib (Karachi: Peermahomed Ebrahim Trust, 1970).
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“Abu Talib” in Biographical Encyclopaedia of Islam, vol. 3, Syed, M. H. ed. (New Delhi: An-
mol Publications Pvt. Ltd., 2009), pp. 661-4.
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Noldeke, Theodor. “Ueber den Diwan des Aba Talib und den des Abi 'l' aswad Adduali” in
Zeitschrift der Deutschen Morgenlindischen Gesellschaft, vol. 18, no. 1/2 (1864), pp. 220-231.
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Brockelmann, Carl. Geschichte der Arabischen Litteratur. Erster Band (Leiden: E. J. Brill,
1943), p. 38.
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J. Brill, 1937), p. 73.
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Witkam, Jan Just. "Brockelmann in English: The History of the Arabic Written Tradition

Online". Brockelmann in English: The History of the Arabic Written Tradition Online, vol. I,

(Leiden, The Netherlands: Brill, n.d.), p. 36. <https://brill.com/view/db/breo>. Web. 14
Nov. 2019.
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Textual Analysis (Princeton, N.J.: The Darwin Press, Inc., 1995), pp. 149-56.
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2009), pp. 621-6.
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