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Ibn Hanbal: Creating Imaginary Characters in
a Translation of a Theological Article

(A critical review of a problematic translation

of Richard Frank’s «The Structure of Created

Causality»

By: Hamid Ataei Nazari

Abstract: The book The Structure of Created
Causality According to Abulbassan Ash’ari’s Per-
spective is a Persian translation of an article by
Richard M. Frank, one of the most prominent
Western scholars in the field of Islamic theol-
ogy, who examines Abulhasan Ash’ari’s views
in the book Al-Luma on the role and manner
of human causality in doing of his actions.

In the present article, first Frank’s important
works on Ash’ari and Mu’tazilite theology are
briefly introduced, and the importance of his
research in this field is pointed out, then the
Persian translation of this article is criticized
and evaluated. This critical essay shows that the
mentioned translation, in addition to problems
in its appearance which are related to its publi-
cation, contains numerous and signiﬁcant flaws
and shortcomings, including: Significant errors
in reading and writing names and phrases,
incorrect translations, selection of erroneous
equivalents, spelling and punctuation errors,
omission and numerous small and large misun-
derstandings, and punctuation errors.

Key words: The Structure of Created Causali-
ty According to Abulbassan Ash’ari’s Perspective,
Richard M. Frank, Ash’ari’s theology, Haniye

Mofidi, translation review, Elm publication.

i s Kzl ol G L8 ool sy ol

A2 D

o2y 35l gle 2ol Ul Lpmo L o 25855, 159)
(é«u} iz,

o Glas aer

el ) s AL s a2 el fel LS Ao
RN U B | RESIEWEN UE TP PO B
;j al Vu; ¢ ylin e Dl zc.w)u .rw;}h (d,,dz‘y\
95 Jg t,\x\ Quéu;a S Wm u_MJ.\,)\ A s
Al g0 § ple) e 1S,

g el ol ¥l iyl e JU Jally
b § wlaa izl e« Jmally g mal OIS Jle
sl e ) ) el o ) i # ol

; 9 iy 2l L s

I Bliae 5, ) gl JI i) JUall L e
I e Sl oS Rl 150 e g p il Ll Lo ol
& e Wl a1 Lo dacl) sl ket s il
Slasly b el coblaly e LS, 5.5
Bapzlly 2 LAY (diaall 5 2Bl sl L)
sl S0y ) Al oy A 3,85 (3,280
il ) Sldle e B 33lizd) § Jaledly
RN s e\ il el all
s el Tl 54l ale 2980 =) f—~\ e
el el IS el L slan; (gt ed |

Sl s

s eda ) Al ¢ gade A5l



LS g BESIECRN
NGz HnS 0 e slocaa sl | TAY DIt = agosloensipsd Jsles e e

up..,”a;’;:.ajj};fs dé;w e Yoo4—Y4YV (Richard MacDonough Frank) G 3 UlsSG 35l
Slocdy Ol a8 Cosl (gliails QB dins H3155 8,05 55 ¢ Jyana 5 (523 IS 85> 5>
J3lows 55 Cogpms g pims om0 55,0140 B (65 )BT 5 0, o3 0 ol @IS 835 55, (gt
59 O3 3y i 5 LplsS ilonS e s 5 48 ST s Jladey Lis oode
5% s e 03 b oDl IS 55 0,28 ol 0l 5 b (el OB g g SLeS
S loly &S FU 3l Al 252y 5 ol 03l 0352 0l > s b el B
DS 550l O Stsiy olidions  liead a0l 3545 oo 03 v 31 i 5l Glran 3l

] s
e Slaatydil o ga oo La) DS CaSe das 55 SULE 45 ()L U “fﬂvs s L
Cowlo3,S pain T Jpms (grmm oS Slulid on (,.,:de 8)Lys 305 "¢ e el S 5
e ilagg S i 0ln 3 il g 8 G35 ol Jolond s Ll 8 ol DB 55l
50 e el Ll (el Q5o (3 BN LS 51 i (poieos (653530 3L
Dl ooty 0 0 p ST ol popdle "oy by 0l 0 g S 45 3000 e
aegarms cIB 5 Ll i a8 Pl ansl ands 5 oS Cilises Slegige 53 wldle
PELPCSCUVII 1 £ ¥ PP Sy | IOV PN JUES VP PR EI G S EC QP XV EPURpp 2

1. Mourad, Suleiman A., a review of “Philosophy, Theology and Mysticism in Medieval Islam: Texts and Studies on the Development
and History of Kalam by Richard M. Frank and Dimitri Gutas”, Bulletin of the School of Oriental and African Studies, University of
London, Vol. 70, No. 1 (2007), p. 160.

2. Frank, Richard MacDonough, Creation and the Cosmic System: al-Ghazéli & Avicenna (Abhandlungen der Heidelberger Akademie
der Wissenschaften. Philosophisch-historische Klasse, Thg. 1992, Abh. 1), Heidelberg: Carl Winter UniversiHitsverlag, 89 pp.,1992.

Frank, Richard MacDonough, Al-Ghazali and the Ash‘arite School (Duke Monographs in Medieval and Renaissance Studies, 15),
Durham - London: Duke University Press, 151 pp., 1994.

3. Frank, Richard MacDonough, Beings and their Attributes. The Teaching of the Basrian School of the Mu ‘tazila in the Classical Period
(Studies in Islamic Philosophy and Science), Albany: State University of New York Press, 216 pp., 1978.
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James E. Montgomery (ed.), Arabic Theology, Arabic Philosophy. From the Many to the One: Essays in Celebration of Richard M. Frank,

Leuven: Peeters, 2006, “BIBLIOGRAPHYy”, pp. 15 — 24.
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Frank, Richard MacDonough, Philosophy, Theology and Mysticism in Medieval Islam. Texts and Studies on the Development and History
of Kalam, Volume I, edited by Dimitri Gutas, (Variorum Collected Studies Series), x+ 392 pp., Burlington and Aldershot: Ashgate,
2005.

Frank, Richard M., Early Islamic Theology: The Mu tazilites and al-Ash‘ari. Texts and Studies on the Development and History of Kalam,
Volume I, edited by Dimitri Gutas, (Variorum Collected Studies Series), xii+384 pp., Burlington and Aldershot: Ashgate, 2007.

Frank, Richard M., Classical Islamic Theology: The Ash‘arites. Texts and Studies on the Development and History of Kalam, Volume III,
edited by Dimitri Gutas, (Variorum Collected Studies Series), x+428 pp., Burlington and Aldershot: Ashgate, 2008.
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the Kitdb al-Luma, §§82-164, in: Studia Ilamica 25 (1966), pp. 13 — 75.

Pl Sy Sl Ol sty 45 SO 3yl y S lis e g s Al 53 callis

A.C,.w‘ oL

gf’b’f é)j.))) &J\J.j ASG,..»\JSYLS.A UTJMJJJLL.:)J U_J\ aS el fj.l}kd Jlie s.ﬁJL": @)Uj‘
O PEYisi Sy Slad > Ls_f.,u) 39,5 530,851 48 Sl o 55 sen 4SSl sl
BEU IR NES P C‘M\ o o 4 9035 1 &5 s 93] 53 Q:.fuat_{w\ s 0dls, 8
pbm (.p-j‘:.n ASM)@J,E.» @ ‘u""L“"OZ"Ji’ el Aty (’JY Jlie (J‘:’\)J leﬂ.»: g,.SUaA)\ 6\@\:
519353 45 51 ablit (S ST 5o (5 3 340 Tty Sl el il
UT"‘ Lv ..L:v)ff a5 LS‘)’ b)b\ szjbﬁ Z.SLEA} J..qu.: e OJ.ALJ):))?J 3.‘.’...») M}‘w.l&uibg
4 cpate g 3235 Sppaoty STa N aS ol 55 0Ll SIS (g5l 55 STl s e I

251 ol & 0Bl sl b (bl S Ga ATl ool o 0138 ol

(P Vo (bl et thesm 5 c(Oblodes s PS5 0l ISy cplalon) (Sl 1K wises (gl LV
NAZNOV s OFAT e 8 s
8. Early Islamic Theology: The Mu ‘tazilites and al-Ash‘ar. Texts and Studies on the Development and History of Kalam, Volume II, edited
by Dimitri Gutas, (Variorum Collected Studies Series), xii+384 pp., Burlington and Aldershot: Ashgate, 2007, VII.
9. Richard M. Frank, “YA KALAM?”, in: James E. Montgomery (ed.), Arabic Theology, Arabic Philosophy. From the Many to the One:
Essays in Celebration of Richard M. Frank, Leuven: Peeters, 2006, p. 7.



QU rawyyg0uds | LTS TECEIRIN
W Gl I35 0 e cla s sl | TAT P E sy 050091958 5l Lot o5 s s

PELSINETS (R GG PSRN E1 QTJZ)&.})'\ SOl g as

cCldgn 50 Alie Olee ) aSSl L oles oo Lo su

uu‘) Q)J\-; M}Jﬁ S| L;L;.l;ﬁj CJ..L)).»JAJLI_J).’

:UA:JLMJ\ ;.)L?.S\) C,&U:.;‘_m\j (J.\.E.H u_e r‘j\.{“ ub :JMBJ\

) szx..';':\ L.)"”"“Sb“JC'@":’ H)USJ’\)(:LG%Y\ u.é (*M\ uL’

-“ﬁ@b@}”&iéﬁﬂ‘&c@h‘%w’ (:UL.»(LB..A YYY

e i ool 3 gl cmnl ol lals 395 STl aSws, S

LS 53) gl el 454,&%“@\,{ Cewlsds)s

bl gle Ul g5 ) 5 il s Ol (3

wtywjgbj\&obgeg@g@b)u}ujm

g IS5 SSLE e ol uled e £y

6@0[5.).33 UAL...:‘J.: QLMJ\)J (é).kém) o.)...i’:o.,\ﬁ)éida.sj& wﬁj C,\_x.:.:law)ﬁ o dy90

ool 8N DS 3 (53] el

Lo Ll )l b oo c o didiy (oIS Bls s Comboa )G obleal 5 4SSl
i 553 o 33l 5131 a8 Il (gl Ol e 5 ctle w5385 0l o L claylS
“ b QLAKZAJL\)}) Oladl c(av\fuf;.}b Ofﬂw)bﬂj\ adw/aﬁ}a ZJL,.A O"f‘ L 0342
Calzses LIS Olystils 5 ol 03) Db Sl ol s olimlas o35 axils Jsrie 395
PR 33 (Gl syl s ol oloslacals sl ool sl Sylaze slaolus
il Pl jlows casl @ g b (e Olgis 40 w\oJ;CDJQUASdL’- °JJ‘JL"“’Oﬁ‘
Gl ity (gl oIS Glaloes gyl 51 plaal b assenal 5 S20le Csenn el e 53 5 ol
et 33 63 Sl g 85 5 e 323 5 03503 fydsn ol 53 (Sal sl s oS Lial sl
stj-‘.d—z‘uj Ja.ﬂ—s.a_g Sl ol Gb‘ U)’:Jl’; W)J}g &B)by}& ZJLEA .JJ\OJ».ALg UJJJLI’.«@\
Joss 5 8 laand 5053 5 20 v Sl et 51l 25 b ol )3 (6 Kk s

ol (o 455 0L 5 g gt LS okt

s Jlms anias Jlas 50,5 (grl glaa il s Sl 51 STLs la s Sl
(Sld GBS el oS S 0l slazs by Uil lod oas S5 plis (ol s oS 0l oo

10. Richard M. Frank, “The Structure of Created Causality according to al-As™ari. An Analysis of the Kitdb al-Luma, §§82-164, in:
Studia Islamica 25 (1966), p. 16.



IARIRES e LS reappig
T sl st mione oo A TSIty e s storesai s ato

Sl | 0Ll o8 6,08 L lians o855 Blos ol mgo cpug0 (2] 53 (Gl Il s linn
5 e P56 oLl JUdl 3 > i T sl (gl 5 dsilo e 255 saylS el e
el (Sl 5 1SS o 0Ll SULS o Aaly s Jols 5 o gy gl a8 o5 et oS
Syl o e glastegpatl 3L 4058 i i s el g o e &5 /@A
il s 5l Cej).s sl gl e Aoyt 5 oty Ol CA.:.L:«U_,\ Ul ol 3
el ccdid s FUCPITCUNNES N U P N SO a P elosil sl ol cle oyus
5l aS conl b GBI wslas caalS (5.35 (sl 4 gy lil ol Oludl sl G 5 @y 8
(3 45 (glabined 53 45 ol dime (a3l 5335 Ol 0 ke oy 3l oo O o b
e ot e 40 0Ll A0S a5l 53 b el e dislas 303 e 3L 0L
e & SIS (e 0Ll el il ™ iy o Gty b el e 15155 1 oS
Sloslyon S 6,0 Lal oSy bl ol ol 1 T B om0l 3 1 oS ool xile
93 S Aile3,S o gfe 50, b Ol 483 oyl 5 ol 0 e 5 S  OLalses (5
Gl el I sy ol i 4 (SILISR8) Ol HEUI- Gl el s osas
bl s & by o Slhlos ple Jaas (st 53 il 9290 ol 53 (s dons & gy

a3 (5515 & ol 5 3505 gy (a8l 53 Lol 1T 5

Iy of JUas ol 03,5 32, Ol (g2 T ks (61,0 ST 3 ct&\ OLS Jogas
DJ}'\AU oS S el Lg))TJLj)}S-)JJ 45-}3'QL3L2 &Uf‘ obb)bgj.i}i- &b‘:}d"’)ﬂ WJA
L gl S solBs cx s ‘_SLJC\Mw)l@Jj Al oo Ol (gl atms g M\)UU
b (0 53 50 Sl A IV d2al 5 ) s St o5 N LS STl i
olas s ol cxsal g du‘wyﬁ‘gww\adww”.w\mj (e 5 503
@ QTCL.:»U)'LQQUJL&;?'JJ.:JJ@ 5 Gl il (NS (Sl 5 oty il 031
s lely el 4 S5 (grl dor Ol Sas (g o 3l 455 0300 e 5 - L2
t&\ LS (3 Yo :;)@‘%L)&f\wzu Tl b e ol 53 L Bl O yonns
L;L&A.H})‘WJJJQ‘)‘LSJJ?U}ML&‘W\OMVJLJQ\)\ ERIMCWESTEr PLN S

11. Tbid, p. 53.

12. Thid, p. 25.

13. Ibid, p. 75.

14. Thid, p. 42.

39y s (g aal eadlgl 4 2l é.a:\ SLasy paLaN 35,;\ oo A LS s :b.;«;l‘))l.;.clup).a;'-ﬁ S J=5s 00

333955 S ¢ Jils oyl st S o ol 53 it (S (55 40 O sl ol OLS ol 5 3l 53 el
Y e Yoolad OYVE S 0308 Bl ddome (il ade

16. “ Richard M. Frank, “The Structure of Created Causality according to al-As"ari. An Analysis of the Kitdb al-Luma’, §§82-164, p. 17.



QU rawyyg0uds | LTS TECEIRIN
NGz 525 e slocamamagle TAB] PR agaslsnsg J5les mSos b

\

Ve oy QW gl (3 WA Ol ) oS odel a3 (Gon FVA 1) g

s e 0 b el 0t 5145 S iy b 5 gl L ol 0 S
O3 Slasend bl 51 C;X\\ o \S5.5,8 oyl 31 -yl 51 Richard J. McCarthy) 3,55
BBy & Cgpme (6n 831 (803 5o £l plaiail 45 03,8 eoenal (g mm nin L ot
Mol 03,5 e 03,0l 3155 2 el il dair 5L ol s S o 3 253 o
St e S ol 0l 5658 il o by 01 SISE b 5 s S

el 0303 13 DSl cellatal g oy dB 4y bgy e fuad 93 oo

Eron 40 et 5 STL Ui (glymomn 5 3o pogaas 53 JS s AETS 0y
S A S 313 en T3l 0B el oo 5 5 5 o ot Lo ol Lo
4 Ol e 51 0balasls 5 33 508 5 slstnll ool (Slaor 5 Jaimalas 015,85 o8 <8 Ol
T o8 53 952mss s 51 iy 5 ol s Sl oo iy el cale LIS
Lol Loz )3 aomye glallas 3153 ol8 Clas o g 53 (5)lpbs ol 13gdh oas 5,8
a2l 5 g a5 o 5 ol g @5he a3 3)l8 s 40 (63yl30 55 5 ol LS 20l
bl cp i 02 20 45 g gl sy oo pliio & O3] by a3 (30 45 o2 Ol o 5
12,55 eSSl 4 Bl i 5 3 o b sty ) opidasli s Slis e iy
Jyde 5 psgie Ol ogmas 531y (53,85 5 Sdls oo adpe i lo alsns o]y o
dor b 5 ol pua sl 5 Jdows (6t SOl Ulin a8 s o Lr a5 03
Slasl5 55 Sl 5 IS S5 I3 L sy 55 (oS Slasylyts e ista oot
SN Glolcanlsl s 0505 a8 S50gs LB 5 500 5 55585 e 350 r K caaz i S )3 Gl g
52355 OS5 B 3yt o sl aam g e 53 0313555 Sl gl 5 Unggun 5 il slallas

iy O Gogeas 53 (6513 45 i |y ae 3 sls

ol ) 5 jmslgs 4o pab glalhs- )
S| PCWEPVESS PYTFIN PR DL PLSCIW QTL;\OJ})U.A_.E)'L:»V_?J:A sl Sssl SO

4 i dois SGL3 3yloe ) dadie (o aW Jgs) 5 \Alal (S o haadad) ¢ Jalssl o om0 1 G mpms ol 53 WY
5 Slazsedl o i QUS o ngblad oxn 1l ol W0 sy 58 oo S JAEN CLS T s cpls i s e
Al oy S o Sl oA el o S 5 L) Cosla bl pke b liiadll o o bl o Ly
Tl ol 0] ¢ sl Sl s o)l G o (V) o ol lo s 5 &wiomc@ Al el 0 ¢y aze
Il 1 ) wilon,S 2 oo RN (S et b M\ ozl iy sy o s ol Blocs 5 Uyl G )
o e Lalad 4 (FA o 22 Ipal 3 WS dadis qasillite yolidlae

Gy 3,05 N eai 5 w@;ﬁ,\_;\)e;\y\\;&@\gt&\g\;g cJoramd 8 el e NN
0T (g AT il ol SIS
19. “ Richard M. Frank, “The Structure of Created Causality according to al-As"ari. An Analysis of the Kitdb al-Luma’, §§82-164, p. 13.



e ingiadl

| | PUS gl
WA st o3loend il S wlle [TAT ] _adss iz 3 150 50 Dl (sl cspain s 31

PR 5> Aals g Al Sl AT 5 5l oleal of caluses Col U oS sk a5

L3 0,3 (g5 daxr 5 @ oy plbg Mb‘bdplﬁ-da.l&w)j‘brjy‘j Ceolys jils

DS 53 le 5 il dalyss 31 O 5| e 5 eyt 313,55 A3b1 Sl ) (B sl 33l 00
bl GBI il 53 i Slallas s ol st 2350 5153 3 A8l AaalS s
sl 5 SNl b IS losl oz 020 4SS0 ST ol 21 LS 5 G358 5 e
2 ALl b (DLl 5395 013,55 ol 55 ol ezt 53 ol a2l ST (5313 55 o e
5ol Slaciancs gl 0l s 45 S s Mg b plemn s Il o ol Jobil g

5 gn yme allas s 5l ladised oy Jsdor 5o Toidls 2US ole 50550 s

T c:a.a gl P W FCO LR g s s,
el e 2 o e 55 eSS ’
Jres o A Jloa s e (o 3daze yylpe ) 2T ooV o] )
e el s sl Yo A e v
S S s oSG P AP v

Lodglls Joaday (K3 sdaza 3ylye ) A | ¥
38 2 3 0les W W2 0
R R W0 o 5
il il o Oles v
rauﬁ\ r?“"ﬁ| Y Sk Yo o A
(,L;L.Zz olew V Ssb Y q
B ok Y sk YA o Ve
i | e | i |
Brae 42 yoes (o3 2daze lpa ) 8 o eV o | 1Y
islgall =y Cidlyedl 5w dY o\ wide o | Y

2 Shls 5 Slaol 5 bglie sla il Y
Cowpdb sla il 51 (g5l o (sladiges b_lac;u; O35 3 e dS i oS (63)sn s (958!
SIS 4 39 g0 013 35 ool 0L5 4 005 B 2,8 Shle 5 LS 3 el
Jed ool ol sl Shle ol Syl s il s oot axilsly 3 s 45505




O ranyy 905 LTS TECEIRIN
WS S 3 32,5500 I (sl i Gl [vav] et dlocnnd (JibladeSg e Jlu

S b= Sl B2V e YV o)

ML; cvjb(—wgﬁ.l&\/w ‘Y\"up_\’

.Q&)JBH @pjié\\‘u“\g”l:‘\‘\y_\”

L g e = e Solysdie V0 e colon¥

.LTM Y(— LH‘@MXYU"‘YAU&_O

R EUCI D RE VIR D BRSO

.QMLA(— OML&:Y‘LJA‘YDU.&_V

il Jad e e Ja3:Y By ¥Y oA

LA = LA Y 0V o

AR dohaie N F e VY o))

siday = Wi Y QA Lo VY

bl = bl A Vo) Lo VY

Bl Y e CadsSSe— @Y Lo LS oY e VoY o VY

A b e Wgradl B A e o0

Joh 53 ¢ Bdows gl 1)) w00 o8

59 5 pab e 5055 Las ) w04 Lo )V
L o & S e oty I & gides sV e PV oA

Sy 5 Dl LISIY

Gl ol Jlogas (DS S 20 3 3pete 23K 5 (Dl LN xS
2353 Sl (B 335 d—:bﬁc}-h‘;@-?ﬂw S e SIJSCILPPNLIPRINTPE. S
Ao il 333 5 059 U s g 5 iy 5518 pieslu 5 eSS s e
5553 55 35 Ay ol 31 OUTST il 5 ol (8l g glallas 5 Ml L2
Sl 5ol 5 g 2 LTS 5 ol 0l OUT31 (5,505 sl e iy 03U 5 Jlaal T 3158 )
el dalys oy Qlf.\.g\}>

LS oy 50 a5 4y andluely 2l > (glallas 5 ol (slasgan 5l splad caalsl
238 o° L@.»T@MJ.{.E' o 9 4o 53 OldS oyl ypun Il L35 e 03l

c Ml = >Nl 10 YA Lo ()

Mol = Mool 1Y ol (Y



W s d gy locs @S w b ITAAL LS glwz 5 S350 0 il o csaies sl

.Mc\g(—‘_}?.,bﬁ@:\\‘wd“\f(\”
.ribﬁerm:wwmrfﬁ

CCbly = Cbly Ve e TF 0 (0
.;LE.:.E.s(—T.E.:.B;:Vwﬁ\f(i

Ltz e L Lo 0Y ooV o (v
Dl o )3 1y 1295 ¢l 05 (Slors € 338 gl e DS e 3 (g0t e 5
BIELL = SBILEL Y W AY o (A

e € s 1A e D8 o (4

sl anil i YY o (Ve

osba e sk Y (b YV o ()

e ol aad plioles (VY

LSS alablos ¢— (554N Lblows 151w fe o (O
el = LtV ) 3,5k 0 o (1
.QLH—J&:fducQLQA(\O
ke Je ki e olen 07

Ll = L Y ) (535L < YO Lo (WY
PSP € e Y 0 (Bl YY o A
caole— ail:4 L FY o (14

ez Gy ¢ aroee (513 Y (F)5k YA Lo (Ye
bl = ol ¥ e Bl FY o (V)
Lot = dien 1Y e Voo o (YY

Ao N4 DA Lo (YY
.\»A<—\Ao:\»uﬂgw(’r\°

Ao i o 350 0)8 V) Lo (Y0

OIS 93,5 salain g Bi>_¥

535 SLablo 5 La Solil el o0 ) oo 390 010,55 53 45 (6,503 0l 5 2ulS
L Sol ol 31 s i 25 o 53.33,5 g0 1l 523 (58t Olyen 42 o8 oS ol OIS
Sl 03058 53 A8 5l a5 534S Syl 2553 €350 8 53 358 o0 0315 OLES o125y o))
koS it



QU rawyyg0uds | LTS TECEIRIN
W Gl I35 0 e cla s sle | TAV PR E sy 050031958 5 Lot oS e Sl

YN o PY o ol e ()

‘Agz, in other words, as the absence of any relationship of efficient causality (‘adamu 1-qu-

drati kullihd—137) between the subject and the act, directly implies the absence of any

relationship of causal responsability between the agent and the type or class (§ins) of the act

involved; as the absence of all true efficient causality, ‘agz is the absence of the possibility

of all causal responsability of the subject to both the posited act and its contrary. In this

way then, ‘agz is not analogous to (giyasan ‘ali— 136) qudra, since the latter represents

the actuality, in the agent, of the efficient causality of the act and, in the strictest sense,

is relative therefore only to the act of which it is the causality.
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In view of the significance of these verses for the polemics of the Mu‘tazila, the fact that al-

Ag‘ari takes them up here at the end of the tract on the creation of human causality is note-

worthy in respect of his organisation of the Luma/, for in summarising his own position
he takes off, for the particular question, from a verse on the basis of which his opponents
made a similar summary proof of their own position.
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1) The objection, to show that qudra/istita‘a precedes the realisation of the act, is proposed

on the basis of Stira 2.180/184: «... obligatory upon those who are able to do it [i.e., to fast]

is a redemption, the feeding of a poor man...». p. 69.
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2) His only recourse then he takes, namely that of denying that the pronoun of yutigiina-
bu refers to the antecedent «fasting»; he insists therefore that it anticipates the following
«redemption» (fidya) and so refers to the actual presence of sufficient wealth belonging to
the subject to allow the redemption. Philologically, his case is extremely weak, for though

he tries to support himself by the citation of a number of other verses in which the pro-
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noun does in fact refer to a following noun (§143), the disagreement of gender between
the pronoun in question and the word to which al-As‘ari would have it refer, renders his

interpretation most unlikely. P. 70.
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3) Al—Guwayni notes that, in the Luma’, his proof of the existence of God on the basis of the

argument of the growth and development of the “drop of sperm” (nutfa), is directed against

those who hold the potential existence of things in matter (ashab al-haytla): “those who say
that the world exists in matter potentially, the date palm in the date stone, the man in the
drop of sperm”, etc. p. 21 — 22.
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4) though he notes further that their use of the text, regardless of the context, can have no

validity as the basis of the argument. P. 48.
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5) More importantly perhaps from the standpoint of the author, he here brings up for the

first time in this section, i.e., since § 121) the creation of the human act by God and makes
clear the point that the act which is realised through the causality of the human agent takes

place simultaneously with God’s creation of the agent’s power of causation. P. 58.
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