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ECCP: Evaluating Curriculum as a Complex Phenomenon

S. SafaeeMovahed(Ph.D), M. Hajizad
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bstract: Although roughly 100 years have been
passed since Curriculum Studies was born as an
academic discipline, but it seems that its domains
have not experienced a balanced development. For
example while we have witnessed a booming
growth in _areas such _as theorizing,
conceptualization, planning, design, and recently
internationalization, but some areas seem to have
remained underdeveloped among which_we can
name curriculum evaluation. As an instance
though Reconceptualization Movement extende!
the borders of Curriculum Studies and bestowed
upon us a deeper understanding_of curriculum as a
dynamic phenomenon (and not just a written text),
but we have not yet developed an all-inclusive
model to evaluate curriculum as a dynamic and
multi-layered phenomenon. In the last decades, we
have mostly used several popular models namel
Tyler (for ‘evaluating predetermined objectives),
Scriven (for uncovering emergent outcomes),
CIPP (for evaluating curriculum as a system),
Educational Criticism and Connoisseurship (for an
artistic evaluation of educational phenomena), but
none of the aforementioned models  are
comprehensive enough to take into account the
numerous dimensions of curriculum (written
operationalized, ~ experienced, tested, _an
flourished) as a dynamic, emergent and non-linear
ﬁhenomenon. This is while curriculum scholars
ave mostly reached an unwritten_consensus that
curriculum”can no longer be considered just as a
written product which can be designed and
manufactured by top scholars_ sitting at high
Fosmons and then mechanically mp_lemented and
ested step-by-step by school practitioners. On the
other side, comlplexny theory has radically
changed our knowledge of the world's physical and
social phenomena in the last recent decades. As a
result, 1 believe that curriculum can be deemed as
a chaotic and complex phenomenon due to
characteristics like non-linearity, unpredictability
emergence, instability self-_orgam_zed
adaptiveness, context-based nature, bifurcation,
sensitivity to initial conditions, and so on. In this
paper, | try to put forward a new model for
curriculum evaluation, entitled ECCP (Evaluating
Curriculum as a Complex Phenomenon), out of my
i)(erceptlon of curriculum as a complex event.

eywords: curriculum, curriculum evaluation,
complexity theorg, curriculum as complex
phenomenon, ECC
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!'- layers of curriculum realization

2 - implicit aspects

3 - intended ideals

4 - written curriculum

> - Glatthorn, Boschee, Whitehead, Boschee
¢ - taught curriculum
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!~ delivered curriculum

2 - implemented curriculum
3 - experienced curriculum
% - Erickson and Pinnegar

> - tested curriculum

¢ - Williams

7 - flourished curriculum
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'~ curriculum ideology
2 - curriculum context
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