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A grounded Theory explaining the process of entrepreneurial
spirit formation among the students in Technical-Vocational
schools (TVS)

Zahra Karimian', Keyvan Salehi** and Ebrahim Khodaie®

Abstract

One of the main concerns of Iran’s educational system is identifying the best method
to foster entrepreneurial spirit among the students. Regarding the major contribution
of entrepreneurs in economic growth and sustainable development, it is suggested
that what the appropriate pattern to form and develop entrepreneurial spirit among
vocational and technical students is. In order to reach this pattern, a qualitative
approach and grounded theory method were used. The data were collected during an
in-depth interview with 21 entrepreneurs who graduated from the Technical-
Vocational school. After analyzing the data, 195 initial codes were obtained, in
which they were grouped in 85 conceptual codes, then in 31 subcategories, and
finally in 19 categories. Deep analysis of lived experience and the participants'
values led to the formation of a middle-range theories. The pattern obtained from
this study shows that the main category leading to the creation of entrepreneurship is
the tendency of the individual to innovate, which makes the creation of
entrepreneurial activity desirable.If a person is affected by intermediary conditions
such as "opportunity diagnosis", "work experience" and "capital (human, social and
economic)" and environmental conditions such as "market situation" and "support of
social and cultural norms" finds that The tendency to innovate is possible, follows
strategies of "the intent to create innovative work", "sociality", "supplying capital"
and "pragmatism" which results in entrepreneurial activity.

Keywords: Entrepreneurship, Entrepreneurial Spirit, Educational System,

Students, Technical-Vocational Schools.
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