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Abstract

The present article investigates the discursive encounter of the Iran Ministry of Health and Medical
Education against the outbreak of Coronavirus and compares this ministry’s discursive strategies with
those of other countries in dealing with the virus. To achieve this, all the news articles published in the
"Coronavirus News" section in the Iran Ministry of Health and Medical Education website since the
outbreak of the Virus in Iran from February 20, 2020, to November 20, 2020, which amounts to more
than 1700 cases, have been analyzed to determine the ideologically-loaded news headlines. All the news
headlines with the ideological concepts, which constitute a total number of 75 news articles, were coded
based on Strauss and Corbin’s (1994) Grounded theory. The results implied that with the Coronavirus
peak in the country in the four months leading up to November, the use of religious-revolutionary
concepts by the Iran Ministry of Health and Medical Education had increased significantly. Based on
Fairclough’s model of critical discourse analysis (1989), it is revealed that the usage of religious-
revolutionary discourse by Iranian ministry and recalling the Iran-Iraq war bears the “experiential value”
applied in the ideological use of slogans at the "text" level. Recalling the successful narratives of the war
discourse can help to gain the support of a nation in defeating the epidemic.

Keywords: Social Solidarity, Iranian Society Value, Discursive Practice, Grounded Theory, Process of
Interpretation, Critical Discourse Analysis, Fairclough

Introduction

Saniejlal (2005) claimed that national values are a set of positive tendencies and attitudes towards factors,
elements, and patterns of identity and discourse, which can help the society in critical situations and promise
the victory of a nation over the leading difficulties. Relying on their civilizational and cultural reserves,
different countries try to solve the social turmoil with solutions appropriate to their indigenous culture.
Meanwhile, in today’s world, the role of national identity and social behavior is indispensable in dealing
with unpredictable challenges. By highlighting the elements of cultural and national identities and social
values as solid support, different countries worldwide encourage their nations to unite in the struggle against
suffering. The elements of the national identity of each nation and the values that societies trust are reflected
in the body of specific historical events. The frequent narration of these historical and cultural events and
occasions by the dominant entities leads to the acceptance and internalization of the identity and values
emanating from them. The critical historical events representing the most obvious and deepest values of a
nation are not merely natural, but they are socially and ideologically motivated and play an undeniable role
in shaping the nation's understanding of itself and its capabilities. Frequent references to these discursive and
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historical events and the attempt to link these events with the upcoming events of the present age are
especially evident in Coronavirus. The present article seeks to analyze the discursive performance of the Iran
Ministry of Health and Medical Education against the virus and show what identifying and unifying
narratives this ministry uses to ask the nation to unite against the Coronavirus.

Materials and Methods

In order to determine the discursive patterns of the Iran Ministry of Health and Medical education against the
virus, the "Coronavirus news" section in the Iran Ministry of Health and Medical Education website was
studied. All the published news about the Coronavirus since the outbreak of the virus in the country from
February 20, 2020, to November 20, 2020, which was over 1700 cases, were examined to find out
ideologically-loaded news headlines. A total number of 75 ideologically-loaded news headlines were coded
based on Strauss and Corbin’s (1994) Grounded theory. The key concepts in each news article were
extracted several times through the three coding stages. Later, they were analyzed based on Fairclough's
model of critical discourse analysis (1989). The basic concepts in all 75 news items published in the Iran
Ministry of Health and Medical Education website included topics such as "Martyrdom and Sacrifice,"
"Jihad," "Recourse to Divine Relief," "Heavenly characters of Medical Staff," and "Empathy."

Discussion of Results and Conclusions

The results indicated that the Iran Ministry of Health and Medical Education used religious discourse and
hinted at the historical event of the Iran-Irag war to communicate with the nation and gain their support
against the pandemic. Slogans stated by the spokeswoman for the Iran Ministry of Health Education, such as
"We will defeat Corona with the help of God," implied the religious discourse intertwined with scientific
discourse in Iran. The study also proved that the frequency of ideologically-loaded news headlines was
significantly increased at certain times when there was an increase in the number of Coronavirus victims.
The Ministry of Health and Medical Education aimed to resurrect and continue the fight against the
Coronavirus by reviving the established national values while reviving the nation's historical memory by
victorious historical events. The ideological concepts called the rules of discourse based on Fairclough's
model of critical discourse analysis were well addressed in the news headlines of the Iran Ministry of Health
and Medical Education website.
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“A painful sense of separation”

“Together we are tackling this disease, and I want to reassure you that if we
remain united and resolute, then we will overcome it. It reminds me of the
very first broadcast | made, in 1940, helped by my sister. We, as children,
spoke from here at Windsor to children who had been evacuated from their
homes and sent away for their own safety. Today, once again, many will
feel a painful sense of separation from their loved ones.” (BBC: April 5,
2020)

! L. Freedman
2 King’s college
%, Queen Elizabeth



4 by s oi s e, b3S s s gt b Ol Sl )l Ui e S8 (oo

(g &STUs s Sl
3u\z‘»‘.o)f'Sﬁ:@OWIMQJ.WGJQJH{QUAJBJJ&Le»

33 oo Sl Al B o5 b3l ol 3 S eal g e s s ) by (B e
Ceeo u;l;°}§ Slyp b Oy oT s .(ul: rbu‘ CJA\? LS L aS ol VAF: JL

s gr o3l el O 4 5 b s 4l Ol ladl s Sl (g1 S 3 S

o> 1 Ollp e 31 olas &6 wlaa! PO w0 31 (Sokuw T b (59 sl
(Jlas glf.,\miy 4oz ) .«,\m’@

(el 33 Slgr Ko 55 0303555 lan (S b alie Uy S s slacs,lsds sl Ol b Sl (G &S s

Bl 5aTob b ol ST SMaae ol ol Sum 0 OLT Oy d gie 1y b Kl Su )b Coad b 5 S i S
ol Olslp ST il a Lad.‘:lijl a5 i 0568 51 pdlly plde 4 e oS (O gd 51 OTs ST Ak Se b
S 4 alg 53 OT 5l ol Slitin o L O3 8 51 0 s s 3 8T o olazr| (608 ek b 5 5l
ijégw‘dﬂbjﬁd‘ﬁéﬂ&).}‘mliﬂ&@‘WJD&&‘}S.MW&?J)A\&L&}E
e 3Ol o S e 33 510 OT S pm Dol 9 1y 0 5l 555 Sl loS 0 1y ol ()18 dbols
3 e Canslie SO 5 il 53 S (51 g lae S ulg 3 e Sl Ko 5 DLk IO S 5 Lol
el oleaml (I8l 535, 4 Odtdu gae b Llg o Susl Do ol SO (s ek 4 3 b il
2 S 3 osh anale 53 plendl Sl (Bl it o 5 LS o b S 031 53 s 5L 1 (g STUs s
S U3 Sl bl 4 g 5 pss Sl Ko Sl 0as b Sl g3 e 55l (Sea 1 U S s

39ysr sled a4 OLa ) 5587 (6l g Ll (50 i)l Slag s lan S Lgy oo omg oo Lol 4 (6 R

69,5 w959 b dblin 13 Jof Jle> i i 31 oolitul 14wl 3 Y-V
ol 05 S i glel oS Gl 53 s 5 UaST rsns 5 s e (sl Dl o iy S 3 IS
DL 31 eslizal b 5 4l p 53 (S Candg 4 o)Ll b 5l 558 0 03 7 b (S sB DL oyl 55 Al b e
53 Sl sdge Ul Sl <Ko s ) 53 1) 4l b svbiw 605 7 55587 ol j1j5eedss | sudlalS” 555 oS
e o3 ) 2 sl B ole S s OWIT e Slas 5 WbB (S5sm s0sToL LG T e

A

“Georges Clemenceau’s language of war”
“My foreign policy and my domestic policy are all one. Internal policy, |
wage war; foreign policy, | still wage war; | still wage war. Russia
betrays us; | continue the war: unfortunate Rumania is _forced to

! Emanuel Macron
2 Georges Clemenceau
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capitulate; | continue the war, and | will continue it down to the last
quarter of an hour.” (Wikiquote: March 8, 1918)
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“Emanuel Macron’s politics of war”
“When we engage in a war, we engage completely, we mobilize united. |
see in our country factors of division, doubts, all those who want to fracture
the country when we must have only one obsession: to be united to fight the
virus. | am calling for this unity and commitment. We are at war. The
enemy is_invisible and it requires our general mobilization.”
(Marketwatch: March 17, 2020)
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“A war time president” and “An invisible enemy”
“I look at it, I view it as, in a sense, a wartime president. | mean, that's
what we're fighting. No matter where you look, this is something—it’s an
invisible enemy. | just say this: We have an invisible enemy. We are united
in our effort to defeat the invisible China virus.” (The Guardian: April 6,
2020)
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“People’s war”
“The whole country has responded with all its strength to respond with the

most thorough and strict prevention and control measures, starting a

people’s war for epidemic prevention and control.” Xinhua news agency
quoting president Xi (Xinhua: April 7, 2020)
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Fig 1- The slogan we will defeat Corona with the help of God behind the photo of
spokeswoman of Iran’s Ministry of Health and Medical Education
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Fig 2- The Photo of Health Defenders; Angels on Earth: The News Website of Ministry of
Health and Medical Education 99/06/04
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Fig 3- The narration of the Empathy of the Iranian Nation: The News Website of Ministry of
Health and Medical Education 99/04/31
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Fig 4- The frequency of ideologically-loaded news related to COVID-19
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Fig 5- Fairclough’s (1989) Model of Critical Discourse Analysis
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