Contemporary political Studies, Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies (IHCS)
Quarterly Journal, Vol. 11, No. 2, Summer 2020, 1-26
doi: 10.30465/cps.2020.31114.2503

A Study about the function of "Trust" and " Political
Tolerance" in Thomas Hobbes' Theory of Social Contract

Fatemeh Amiri Parian”

Garineh Keshishyan Siraki

Abstract

The subject of this article is "A Study of Trust Political tolerance in Thomas Hobbes'
Theory of Social Contract." So far, Hobbes' political views have been discussed in various
sources, but the study of "trust" and "tolerance" in his political thought can be new. Hobbes
is one of the designers of the "social contract theory"; Hobbes' specific definition of man
and the explanation of the state of society determine the prescription of an idea to shape the
design of the political society. Since Hobbes is one of the liberals and the inventor of the
powerful state associated with the idea of liberalism, the definition of the position of state,
freedom, and human property rights is important. "Security" in the modern sense of the
word in the modern state, according to Hobbes, is an issue that still exists. Hobbes
emphasizes the right to life, the right to liberty, and the right to property, but defines these
rights in terms of the modern state based on the social contract. A view in which trust in the
political system does not mean strict consent, because of "the need to escape from fear,
anxiety and insecurity" and tolerance means that the people are in harmony with the
political system and have all-round state authority. While the people have freedom, they
have no right to take any action (such as uprising, revolt and revolution) against the
political system. The modern Hobbesian state is based on the relationship between security
and freedom and property.
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In this paper, the dimensions of Hobbes' theory of man, the types of social conditions,
freedom and ownership, and the position of the state in relation to society in the form of the
two concepts of trust and tolerance are examined.
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