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Abstract

In this article, we will deal with Wittgenstein’s view concerning the nature of mental states.
As we know, Wittgenstein's position in this respect has been regarded by some of his
commentators as something like behaviorism. In order to assess their claims, we will first
turn to behaviorism in modern psychology as well as philosophical behaviorism, and then
state Wittgenstein's own position about behaviorism by emphasizing on the point that, on
Wittgenstein's view, "mental phenomena are neither reducible to, nor totally separable from,
their bodily and behavioral expressions."
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Study of Behavior and Behaviorism in Wittgenstein’s Thought By Morteza Afsahi

It is usually said that J. B. Watson established behaviorism in psychology during the 1910s.
He criticized the psychology based on introspection that W. Wundt on the Continent and
E.B Titchener and William James in the USA defended it and repudiated the prevailing view
that psychology is the study of consciousness. Instead, Watson asserted that the subject
matter of psychology is the behavior of the human being. What made behaviorism powerful
and interesting in that time was this conception that psychology like other natural sciences is
regarded as an objective science and subject matter of its study is whatever is observable,
namely behavior of the human being. Thereafter, we see the advent of philosophical
behaviorism that primarily was the result of the need to show the appropriate reaction to
Cartesian dualism and also the result of logical positivism's notion concerning the meaning
of every sentence that generally depends on observable situations in which an in question
sentence can be verified. Since introspective method is internal, private and subjective, the
behaviorist philosophers criticized it. More or less, some scholars have regarded
Wittgenstein's view concerning nature of mental states close to the behaviotrism.

One of the most important discussions that has caused somebodies treat Wittgenstein's
view compatible with behaviorism is discussion of private language argument that 243-363
of Philosophical Investigations deals with it. According to a behaviorist, all of mental states must
be public states and since result of discussion of private language argument is that private
language is impossible and the only possible language is public language, practically, private
language argument confirms behaviorism. (Though Wittgenstein himself has not confirmed
behaviorism.). By private language argument, Wittgenstein wants to remind the proper use
of distinction between the inner (= mental process) and the outer (= behavior) in order not
to over- emphasize introspection on nature of mental and psychological concepts and
always to consider that "An inner process stands in need of outward criteria". Wittgenstein
agreed to some views of behaviorists. Like behaviorists, he realized the need of an
appropriate reaction to Cartesian dualism and he repudiated the traditional philosophical
conception of the inner. Also like behaviorists, he denied that study of human psychology is
based on introspection. Moreover, Wittgenstein like behaviorists maintained that language-
learning is founded by brute training, and a vatiety of natural forms of behavior and
reactions. What Wittgenstein intended to was the grammar of expression or manifestation of
the inner. And according to his view, "A verbal utterance which constitutes the expression
of an inner state, etc. is a/so a kind of behavior; but it is not on/y a kind of behaviotr". In other
words, psychological predicates have their genuine meaning only if they predicate human
being- (a psychophysical unity)- not only to body ot to mind. (for example, we always say '
he sees' not ' his brain sees'). Also, according to most commentators, a Wittgenstein's
contribution to studies on philosophy of mind is to regard first-person psychological
utterances as expressions ot manifestations of the inner, not as 'genuine propositions'. In short,
as a conclusion, since Wittgenstein himself does not confirm the behaviorism, and in view
of his most famous commentators (i.e. Kenny, Hacker and Glock) have called him a non-
behaviorist, between behaviorism and non-behaviorism, we can include Wittgenstein in
latter; but if anyway, we want regard him as a behaviorist, we must attribute the term
'behaviorism' cautiously to him and always recollect that his behaviorism is not an ordinaty
and straightforward one.
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