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The antinomy of taste in Hume and Kant's point of view

Zolfagar Hemmati
Department of Philosophy 3 Allameh Research Institute University of Tabriz Tabriz. Iran

Abstract

The aesthetics of Hume and Kant are subjectivist; i.e. beauty is perceived by the faculty of
taste, but by exploring their subjectivist approaches it will be showed that there is an
antinomy in them. On the one hand, judgments of taste are individual and dependent on one's
tact. Thus, it can be said that everyone's sentiment is valid. On the other hand, people have a
common understanding of their judgments and, from this, all people have the same opinion
about Beauty and deformity. Therefore, judgments of taste are universal. While Hume tries to
solution this antinomy based on his empirical method, as well as by appealing to the
sentiments of true judges as a standard of taste, Kant appeals to his transcendental idealism as
well as the meta- phenomenal basis. This article is aimed to explore this antinomy and its
solution from the point of view of both of these philosophers. Also, we try to show that Kant
is influenced by Hume in his theory of antinomy of taste.
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-Kirwan, James, (2006), Aesthetic in Kant, Continuum, pp.14-15



